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TIMELINE OF HISTORY
NUMBER OF YEARS AGO

13.8 BILLION MATTER AND ENEREGY APPEAR. BEGINNING OF PHYSICS.
FORMATION OF AToMS AND MOLECULES. BEGINNING OF CHeEMISTRY.

4.5 BiLLION FORMATION OF PLANET EARTH.

3.8 BiLLION EMERGENCE OF ORGANISMS. BEGINNING OF BIOLOGY.

6 MiLLION LAST COMMON GRANDMOTHER OF HUMANS AND CHIMPANZEES.
2.5 MiLLION HUMANS evolve IN AFRICA. USE OF STONE TooLS.

2 MiLLION HUMANS SPREAD FROM AFRICA TO EURASIA.

EVOLVUTION OF DIFFERENT HUMAN SPecies.

400,000 NEANDERTHALS EVOLVE IN EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE EAST. REGULAR USE OF FiReE.
300,000 HOMO SAPIENS eVoLVES IN AFRICA.
30,000 THE COGNITIVE REVOLUTION. EMERGENCE OF STORYTELLING.

BEGINNING OF HISTORY. SAPIENS SPREAD OUT OF AFRICA.

50,000 SAPIENS SETTLE ACROSS AUSTRALIA. EXTINCTION OF AUSTRALIAN MEGAFAUNA.

30,000 EXTINCTION OF NEANDERTHALS. HOMO SAPIENS THE ONLY SURVIVING HUMAN
SPecies.

15,000 SAPIENS SPREAD ACROSS THE AMERICAS. EXTINCTION OF AMERICAN MEGAFAUNA.

/
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THE PRESENT

THE FUTURE

THE AGRICULTURAL ReVOLVUTION. DOMESTICATION OF PLANTS AND ANIMALS.
PERMANENT SETTLEMENTS.

FIRST KINGDOMS, SCRIPT AND MONEY. POLYTHEISTIC RELIGIONS.

FIRST EMPIRE—THE AKKADIAN EMPIRE OF SARGON.

INVENTION OF COINS—A UNIVERSAL MONEY.
THE PERSIAN EMPIRE—A UNIVERSAL POLITICAL ORDER.
BUDDHISM IN INDIA—A UNIVERSAL TEACHING.

HAN EMPIRE IN CHINA. ROMAN EMPIRE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN. CHRISTIANITY.

ISLAM.

THE SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION. HUMANKIND ADMITS TS IGNORANCE AND BEGINS TO
ACQUIRE UNPRECEDENTED POWER.

EUROPEANS BEGIN TO CONQUER AMERICA AND THE OCEANS. THE ENTIRE PLANET
BECOMES A SINGLE HISTORICAL ARENA. THE RISE OF CAPITALISM.

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION. FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ARE REPLACED BY STATE
AND MARKET.
MASSIVE EXTINCTION OF PLANTS AND ANIMALS.

HUMANS TRANSCEND THE BOUNDARIES OF PLANET EARTH.

NUCLEAR WEAPONS THREATEN THE SURVIVAL OF HUMANKIND.

ORGANISMS ARE INCREPSINGLY SHAPED BY INTELLIGENT DESIGEN RATHER THAN
NATURAL SELECTION.

INTELLIGENT DESIGN BECOMES THE BASIC PRINCIPLE OF LiFe!
FIRST NONORGANIC LiFE-FORMST
HUMANS Become 6oDS7




LUTTLE CROP
of HORRORS






0K, S0 YoU 6VESSED THE SURPRISE.... HEHE. |T HEARD THIS SHOW WAS ON WHEN I HAPPENED
IT WAS PROFESSOR SARASWATIS iDEA. YeS. ¢ To B IN TeL AViv, S0 I SUG6€STED THe
—|\ THRee of uUS come To See IT.

—

=

/fn"s EXACTLY WHAT

We NeeD To SATISEY oUR
CURIOSITY—IT'S ALL ABOUT
WHAT HAPPENED NEXT IN THE
STORY OF SAPIENS.

.
)
i

\ i
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7/ AFTER THEY'D SPREAD ALL OVER |
| u THe WORLD, HUMANS WALKED
N\ RIGHT INTO A REAL TRAGEDY.

THEY TRIED
To &AIN EVER MORE
POWER....

.J.‘j:

AND THAT DION'T
WoRrk ouT?

LET'S JUST SAY T
WERE HOPING FOR
AND THEIR IDEA OF

BETTER VERY SoON |
TURNED OUT TO BE

AS IF THeY'D
MADE A PACT
WiTH THe

DeviL.
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| LALALL LALALA... POOR HE ALWAYS WANTED
FARMER FAUSTUS... -‘ﬁ SOy

MORE FREE TIME AND MORE WEALTH...
FEWER STRUGELES, BETTER HEALTH...

IR

_ )

WORK LESS,
AND EAT ALL
DAAAAAAY....

q 49y

00PS, WERE
You THeRe
ALL ALONGT

LET ME TELL
You, Youv SHouLD
KNOW..,

w

I WAS SINGING MY FAVORITE
LITTLE DITTY, “LiTTLEe
CROP OF HORRORS." Do You

12




I'D BeeN WATEHING HUMANS SINCE FoRevER, To TeLL THe TRUTH
THEY WEREN T VERY (LeveR! I MEAN, ALL THOSE DIFFERENT HUMAN
SPeCiES SPENT MORE THAN TWO MILLION YEARS HUNTING ANIMALS
AND GATHERING PLANTS, BUT THEY NEVER THOUGHT
TO CONTROL THem!!!

Like THeSe TeDious
NEANDERTHALS HUNTING
THEIR WiLD SHEEP...

e (o

‘ OR THIS DREARY DENISOVAN PICKING HER Fi6S... IT |
WAS HANDY—NAY iDYLLIC—FOR S0 MANY YEARS... BUT,
LET'S BE HONEST, IT BORED ME TO TEAKS....

VUEH-AALH!

THE WHOLE THING
WAS UNBEARABLE!

BUT SOME OF THE HUMANS WEREN'T Like THe REST.
ESPECIALLY THE SAFIENS—THEY WANTED To BE Be3T....

YES, THEY HUNTED, YES THEY FORASED,
BUT THEY WERE PUSHY, THEY COULDN'T
WAAAA(T.

o MUCH

EASER FOR ME TO
MA-NIP-U-LAAAATE...




ToOLS... I THOUGHT THEY WERE TCHING To BE MASTERS OF THE
WORLD!! PERHAPS, I THOUGHT TO MYSELF, THEYD Like To MASTER
GOATS? BAAAAAT

I POPPED BACK TO SE€ THEM WHEN THEY GVEN THOUGHT T CAPTORG e AD Pt | | OF ML T THOUSHT, THIS iS TYRANNOSAURUS ReX
ALL OVER AGAIN.

STARTED SYSTEMATICALLY EXTERMINATING ME TO WORK. EVEN AFTER EVERY THING
LARGE ANIMALS AND THE OTHER HUMANS. THEY'D DONE TO THE OTHER HUMANS AND
g

ALL THOSE ANIMALS, THEY STILL WERENT
INTERESTED IN REAL POWER.

BAAADAT
2

THEY RE KILLERS ALRIGHT, BUT THeEY'Re
NOT PLANNING To REDULE ANYBODY To
SLAVERY....

FINALLY—FINALLY!'—ABOUT 12,000 YEARS p&0 T HAD

AN UNEXPECTED BREAKTHROUGH IN THE MIDDLE EAST.... INCARNATED IN A HUMBLE

EAR OF WHEAT, I SeT ovuT s .
To TEMPT A POOR SAPIENS ~ -
CALLED FAUSTUS....

14



| &00D DAY TO Yov, FEAR NOT, IM A

: I AM TRovUBLED,

You'RE RIGHT....
I'VE BEeN THINKING
ABOUT MY LIFE FOR
A LONG TEMG, BUT !I
I CANT See HowW (
To iMPRove (T! '

[ You TALKING,
Ml LiTTLE eprT!?

TELL ME WHAT You'd Like

IM TIRED OF CHASING PREY FOR AND NEVER KNOWING 1F T'LL FiND
i i vl HOURS, CLAMBERING UP TREES AND ENOUGH FOOD iN THE FOREST.
I MAY BE SMALL, BUT I COuLD / S e
PROVE USEFUL SETTING UP NEW CAMPS eveRry 7
.\""'-.__

"CALM DOWN,
FausSTLS! THEY SAY.
"¢€T OVER [T, LIFE'S A
PARTY!" BUT I WORRY
I'LL 60 HUNGRY ONE OF
THeSE DAYS. I REALLY

MY FRIENDS LAVGH
AT Me AND SaY
I SHOULDN'T make
SUCH A Bi& DeAL

OF IT. WiSH I HAD Some wWaY

To eNSURe I'D HAvVE

- . | ./ \ | ENOVEH
i U e R

- i\
I THINK I HAVE THE
ANSWER To YOUR )
WiSH. ... pomMeSTICATE me!
DON'T BE SHY,

comMe CLOSER.




DOMESTICATET WHAT'S THAT?

NeveRrR HepRrRD
OF (T...

AH, FAUSTUS, IT MEANS BEING IN
CONTROL! IT MEANS You CAN

TAKE ON THE RoLe—0oF MASTER!
m &AH TELL ME WHERE TO

AND MAKE MORE OF ME THAN
You'lL ever ' T Do

WHATEVER YoU SAY, OBEYING YOUR
ORDERS eveRrY Day!
-
JUST IMAGINE WHOLE
FieLDS FULL OF WHeAT...
MORE THAN ENOUV&GH

FOR YOUR FAMILY

ARE YoU TELLING THE TRUTH, LITTLE eald?
Youlll Do AS You'Re ToLD7 AND REPRODUCE
S0 WE CAN EAT FOoR A YepR!

My ERIEND,
TO THAT TLL
swear! 5} &

I'M JUST A 6RASS, A WEAK,
INSIGNIFICANT THING...

e

AND I HAVE A HUMBLE
DReAM TO SERVE AN
ALL~-POWERFUL KING....

ey

PLENTIFUL FooD—MY SALVATION!
NOW MY CHILDREN WilL
NEVER kKNOW STARVATION!

WELL, PUT
_i'T' THeRe,
LITTLE epr!

r \ HAVING MADE HiS FACT, FAUSTUS
_- STARTED To ToiL. ¥f] §\

WORK, WORK,
WoRkiNG THE Soil!
&ROW, EROW, THILKER AND
THICKER! EAT, EAT, QUICKER

AND QuickeR!

[ F2om DAWN To DUSK THEY SOWED THE SEeDs, FROTECTED THE
PLANTS AND PULLED UP WEEDS, THEY HARVESTED THE CROP AND

J
4<, EROUND THE GRAIN... §\ Maegwﬁmee;mh'mn&_@——/
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IT WAS THE BIGGEST UPHEAVAL IN

HUMANS WAY OF LiFE—eVeR. AND T
G0ES BY THE NAME OF...




OF THE THOUSANDS OF SPeCieS THAT
ANCIENT HUMANS HUNTED AND
&GATHERED, ONLY A HANDFUL WERE
RIGHT FOR THE DOMESTICATION &AME.

THESE RARE SPECIES LIVED IN A SELECT FEW PLACES,
AND T WAS IN THESE PLACES THAT AGRICULTURAL
REVOLUTIONS Took PLACE.

/

TO THIS DAY, HALF OF THE CALORIES
THAT FeeDd You VORACIOUS HUMANS
COME FROM JUST THREE PLANTS—
WHEAT, RICE AND CORN—AND TWO
ANIMALS—COWS AND PIGS...

|

=

|

...ALL OF THeM DoMeSTICATED
MORE THAN 9,000 YEARS AGO!

PEAS AND LENTILS (—10000)

—

oLivE TReE (—6500)

WHEAT (—12,000)

18



WHAT A STORY! I WeNT A2,000 YEARS &0, T WAS

il
s

POOR STRINGY LITTLE ME....

GRASS. EVEN IN MY NATVE COUNTRY

FROM RAGS To RicHes! JUST A HUMBLE MIDDLE EASTERN

PeOPLE WALKED ROUGHSHOD oveER

B SN S
IT WAS A STRUGGLE TUST FiNDING

——

A QUIET CORNER TO &ROW. »

F *

IN THOSE DAYS THERE WASN'T A SINGLE STALK OF
WHEAT IN THE &REAT PLAINS OF NORTH AMERICA.

A T il i i —

BUT NOW, ONLY A FEW MILLENNIA LATER, (TS
&  ALL ME, ME, ME—YOU WON'T FiND ANOTHER
- PLANT FOR HUNDREDS of miLeS!

- - PRl
& - ..' = L] f
- - -
-

] = l\. [
- e L ﬂl"__’d

-~ - - . S J‘:’}:'

- ——
-

PLANT IN
HISTORY!

FAKE NeWS!
CORN 1S KING,

Al THE GRAIN-6ROWING
LA LAND WHERE I FLOURISH
P, NOW COVERS MORE THAN
AT SEVEN MILLION MiLeS! THAT'S
A THE EQUIVALENT OF ALMOST
> !r " ALL OF WESTERN €URoPE!
s
|
( {f S0 iy
;'/ \ \ !
\\ g
L ,1 e
e ("
5 AR .
THAT'S RiGHT! e o 8Y TRICKING THAT
I'M THE MOST ToLLY JAPE? ARROGANT, UPSTART
SUCCESSFUL

5 5

APE! MWA-HA-HA~-
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BEFORE THEY FeELL
INTO MY TRAP, THeSE
INSIENIFICANT APES HAD
A RATHER PLEASANT
LIFE HUNTING
AND FORAGING....

BUT IN TRYING A FewW THOUSAND YEARS Look AT FooR
To CONTROL ME LATER... —— FAUSTINA, HUNCHED
THEY HAD THEIR OVER DAY IN AND
WORK. CUT ouT P
THEY WERE TENDING NOON AND

THERE'S NOTHING
To SMiLe ABOUT, LITTLE
eAR! THE PACT You maDe
WITH MY FOREFATHER
WAS A TOTAL SCAM!

..BUT MY LiFE AS A FARMER
1S DEFINITELY Worse!!!
I Iu

Ll LG

-.--,-1.“..1--."

1 bl flllllrl

J"lh.t I. mllll
TN TS ‘

Au.mg}!l ], L]

ti“l é- -‘H ----- : *

mf“ﬂum ik lm'“uﬂﬁu Hry

J.-"ffji

MAYBE OLD FAUSTUS FORAGING LiFE WAS
SOMETIMES TOUGH, DEMANDING AND

20



I HAVE TO CONFESS, I Do Love
HAVING SOMEONE To TAKE CARE

' &SENERATIONS OF KIND
SAPIENS HAVE BROKEN
THEIR BACKS FOR MY

I'M FRAGILE BY NATURE.
WITHOUT Love AND
ATTENTION I &0
INTO FREEFALL....

STONY &ROUND AND FEBBLES, AND TM FRIGHTFULLY RESERVED, , _
THEY WoN'T Do. E_g:ﬁ"‘r LiKE TO SOCALIZE. PON'T EVEN MENTION RABRITS

AND LOCUSTS, PLeaSe!

I Neeb
A FenNcelll

I WoN'T SHARE
SWEET OF You, 1 MY FieLD WiTH
KIND SIE... g i ANY OTHER

WHEN THERE ISN'T ENOU&H RAIN, PoOR BUT THEN WHEN THERE'S TOO MULH, BEING AND DID I MENTION MY
ME CouLD Dig of THIRST! WATERLOGEED 15 THE WorST!

DELICATE CONSTITUTION?

IT 0d pui THose

MOLDS AND MITES
CoULD SPELL THe

DARLING OF You To
6VE ME A BUCKET,
BUT WoULDN'T AN
RRIGATION DITCH BE
MORE APPROPRIATE!

21



POOR SAPIENS... SOMETIMES I ALMOST Y THEY THINK MY SIDE OF THE BARGAIN ) HAL HAL STUPID APES] MY GiFT TO THEM INSTEAD S
FEEL REMORSEFUL.... THEY WORK S0 / IS To SPARE THEM FROM HUNGER AND / FAMINE AND CHRONIC HEALTH 6&1@—\___/’
HARD.... A\ DiSenSE....

;—‘L\s_/ RATHER THAN IMPROVED QUALITY OF
LIFE, THIS AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION

OF THeIRS PRoDUCED A POPULATION

eXPLOSION! YES, FARMING BROVGHT
THeM A LOT MoRe FooD...

BUT THEY ALSO HAD MORE % ... AND THE FIiRST
CHILDREN! WHICH MEANT THERE — PAMPERED ELITES.
WERE MORE MOUTHS To FeeD. ‘ol

PLUS THEIR BODIES HADN'T DEVELOPED To TEND Me WITH SUCH THEIR KNEES, ELBOWS, BACKS AND NeCkS PAID THE PRICE.
CARE.... HUMANS WERE ADAPTED TO CLIMBING Fie TREES AND IF You HAVE A 600D LoOK AT ANCIENT SKELETONS, You
RUNNING PFTER GPAZELLES.... CAN SE€ THE AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION SPELLED ouT
LN RUINED JOINTS AND SPINES.

e T

ﬁ-ﬂf E SLiPPED DISCS

22



AND WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE WELL... RICE, e 7 n\]
Y BUT WeRe

FOR ALL THIST = POTATOES... - | r r' N/ B
/ B &7 | I/ coming To THe
R0 0 Tar,  MoRA OF OUR

STORY....
[ “‘ I

M

|| THIS UTTERLY CHANGED THEIR WAY
oF LiFe. 9§ YT AnD AS A RESLT
OF ALL THIS STRiFE, THEY WONDERED
EXACTLY WHO DOMESTICATED WHOM.
5 5 THe moraL oF THe
STORY 15: WHEAT DoMESTICATED

WITH ALL THESE AGRICULTURAL TASKS
To Do, PEOPLE HAD LESS FREE TIME ON
HAND. T\ & THEY couLh No LoNGER
RoAM ARoUND, AND WERE TieD To
{H&‘rﬁf VILLAGES AND LAND. §] o]

PLEASE, SIR,
I WANT Some
MORE....




WHY DiD HoMO SAPIENS &IVE UP WHAT WAS IN IT
AN OK KIND OF LIFE FOR SUCH A FOR THeEM?
HORRIBLE ONET

VERY LITTLE,
ACTOUALLY...

SO, WHAT
THE SHOW SAID
1S TRue, THENT

YeS. WeLL, THe
MAIN POINT IS, AT

LET'S TALK ABOUT THIS
OVER A DRINK IN THE PARKT

&00D IDEA, YUVAL.
&0o0DNESS, IT'S STILL
SO WARM THIS TIME
OF YEAR....

OF COURSE I DiD!
BUT iT WAS A SHOW.
I CAN'T S€€ HOW ALL
THAT CoulLd HAVE
HAPPENED IN THE REAL
WORLD....




THERE WASN'T JUST oNE FAUSTIAN PACT OR A
SINGLE AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION IN THE MiDDLE
EAST THAT SPReAD ALL OVER THE PLANET....

OF COURSE, IT WASNT AS SiMPLE AS IN
THE SHOW. IN REALITY, THE AGRICULTURAL
ReEVOLUTION WASN'T A SiNgLe SuDDeN
EVENT, AND IT INVOLVED MORE THAN

JUST oNe PerSoN AND oNe PLANT.

IT WAS A LON& PROCESS THAT Took
THoUSANDS OF YEARS.

BUT NOT eVERYWHERE.
FOR €XAMPLE, IN
AUSTRALIA, SOUTH
AFRICA AND ALASKA,
THERE WERE NO PLANTS
OR ANIMALS SUITABLE
FOR DOMESTICATION....

AGRICULTURE ACTUALLY EMERGED
INDEPENDENTLY IN DIFFERENT PARTS
OF THE WORLD. i

HeY Look! THe LATEST
BiLL AND CINDY 1S ouT!
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WE'RE &oINE& To
oPEN THE FIRST
EESTAURANT iN
AlaSka!

WELL CALL IT
THE MAMMOTH
sTeak House!

DNE ITEM ON THE MENU:
MAMMOTH STEAK FoR
everyone!

MMYEAH... FANTASTIL, BiLL. BUT
WHERE WilL YoU FiND ENOUEH
MAMMOTHST

WHE'S THIS Nice
TREAT FORT

WELL RAISE

‘em, CiNDY!

WHY

DioN'T

I THINK of
THAT....

WOULD You TAKE WooLLY MAMMOTH OFF
THE LiST OF POTENTIAL DOMESTICATIONS
PLEASE, KURT.

26



HAL AL THAT'S | SPRARIE oF BEFORE THE AGRICULTURAL
3 Gt ety a1 REVOLUTION, GRAINS WERE TUST A
SOME DINNERT SMALL FRACTION OF HOMO SAPIENS
DIET. HUMANS ARE OMNIVORES;
THEY FeeD oN A Wibe UME‘I’Y

OF FOODSTUFFS, l

i R L W=—"onio ¢ [
ol 08 WHOLE-WHEAT PACTA

WHEAT DIDN'T ACTUALLY
Pgwil::s SAPIENS A BETTER

A DIET BASED ON GRAINS IS LOW IN VITAMINS AND MINERALS.
IT'S ALSO DIFFICULT To DIGEST AND IT RUINS YOUR TeeTH
AND &UMS,

] \\\\\N\m

[ AND 1T CERTAINLY DION'T 6ivE THEM ECoNomic ) BECAUSE OF UNPREDCTABLE WEATHER
SECURITY. CONDITIONS, LIFE AS A WHEAT FARMER WAS I THINK THEY RE

o CHECKING UP ON ME. [Z4

ﬂ '"LL ‘ {ﬁ L:;&SMTWMA HONTER-GATHERER, Tg:uugﬁ P
I ]

e ’ [_ ‘ \ U' CRITICS. !,/\‘

-’. — : e i T—_‘-

’

ANTY ‘\\\\\\\\

b \'\\
""“--.._,_‘
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FORAGERS ATE DOZENS OF DIFFERENT SPECIES,

AND THIS MEANT THEY COULD 6€T THROUGH THE
TouéH YEARS WITHOUT RESERVES OF FOOD—IF ONE
SPECIES WAS IN SHORT SUPPLY THEY CouLD ALWAYS

MMMM...
IT'S HARD ToO

UNTIL VERY RECENTLY, MOST FARMERS 60T ALMOST
THEIR ENTIRE CALORIE INTAKE FROM JUST A FEW
DOMESTICATED PLANTS, IN LOTS OF PLACES THERE WAS

ONLY ONE STAPLG FooD: WHEAT, POTATOES OR RICE.

Torwﬁ'/ TONIO
“ |

IF THE RAINS FAILED OR THERE WAS
A SWARM OF LOCUSTS OR A FUN&US
INFECTED THEIR PLANTS, PEASANTS
CouLD Die IN THE THOUSANDS—
MILLIONS, eveN.

IN 1846 A TitdY MoLD DESTROYED /
POTATO CROPS i IRELAMD. A MilioN \ /-
IRiSH PEOPLE STARVED TODEATH ADA | ©
MLLION MORE IMMISRATED T AMERICA.

/ON TOP OF THIS, FARMERS LIVED iN CROWDED
/ VILLAGES IN CLOSE CONTACT WiTH LOTS of
ANIMALS AND WASTE PRODUCTS, S0 A VIRUS TUST
HAD To JUMP FROM A CHICKEN To A PERSON
AND COULD WIPE DUT A WHOLE ViLLAGE.

AGRICULTURE NOT ONLY RESULTED | /7
IN MORE EPIDEMICS, BUT ALSO MORE

vioLence! _ k

WITH THE ADVENT OF FARMING, THERE WERE
SUDDENLY MANY MORE REASONS FOR CONFLICT. IF
NEIGHBORS CAME AND RAIDED YOUR &RAIN STORE, You
COULDN'T LEAVE IT To THEM AND MOVE SOMEWHERE
ELSE. YOU HAD TO FigHT FOR iT OR DiE OF HUNGER....




KUET 'S NEW WAY ofF LiFe LookS
MILE, We SHoOULD Take A SHOT
AT IT Too....

THE NEW ADVENTURES

OF FARMER

BILL ~vo CINDY

EPISoDE ONE: A TERRIBLE START!

- HeS STRONSER THAW You, Cove o )
[ AR i ..%' LTS 66T ouT oF kel [\

HoWDY, I SURE DO Like
YOUR RANCH.
IM GONNA TAKE 1T

Hever!
THIS TIME
I DEFENDING
MY LAND To
THe deaTh!

29
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/

Al

YOUR MAGAZINE'S ABSOLUTELY 1 r /
RIGHT, PLENTY OF STUDIES HAVE

PROVEN (T.

".

]

7

r{r-;' F— 'ﬁ‘;q._r‘p‘\‘-'.: T Wl e =

-

NN

.

ARCHPAEOLOGILAL AND ANTHROPOLOGILAL EVIDENCE
SUGGESTS THAT IN A LOT OF AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES
ABOUT 25% OF ALL DEATHS WERE THE RESULT OF

VioLENCE.
e
—

(e
L¥

\ \

" \\T

AT FIRST THERE WERE PEACEFUL FARMERS AND VIOLENT ONES. TAKE
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIES IN SOUTHERN LEVANT, FOR EXAMPLE: THEY
FOUND THAT FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS TOWNS AND VILLAGES IN THE
RE&ION HAD NO WALLS AND PEOPLE HARDLY EVER WENT To WAR.

BUT_MORE VIOLENT FARMERS GRADUALLY EXTENDED
THEIR TERRITORY AND PeoPLe HAD To ADOPT THeEIR
BAD HABITS OR KEeEP oUT OF THEIR WAY.

Y THeN iT
SPReAD Like
\ THE PLAGVE!

LARGE-SCALE WARFARE ISN'T A
UNIVERSAL HUMAN CHARACTERISTIC.
IT WAS INVENTED IN A NUMBER OF
PRIMITIVE FARMING SOCIETIES.

SADLY, THERE'S NO NATURAL
BALANCE BETWEEN WAR
AND PEACE. IT TAKES TWo
. TRIBES TO MAKE PEACE,
\ BUT IT oNLY TAKES ONE

VIOLENCE, HUNGER, DISEASE...
BUT, UNCLE YUVAL, DON'T You THINK
LIVING IN VILLAGES HAD Some ADVANTAGES
FOR THOSE FiRST FARMERS?

THEY MUST HAvE BeenN
PROTECTED FROM WILD ANIMALS,
AND THE COLD AND RAIN, RIGHTT

THAT'S TRUE, BUT FOR THE AVERAGE PERSON LIKE BiLL AND
CINDY, THERE WERE OFTEN MANY MORE DOWNSIDES THAN

LU WELL, IM AN AVERAGE PERSON
' Too, AND I DoN'T 6€T THE FEeLING
FARMING'S A BAD THING FOR Me. IF
WE DIDN'T HAVE FARMING, HOW COULD
I BE EATING SPAGHETTI IN THIS
RESTAURANT?

You SEEM TO LIKE FARMING A LOT, BUT THEN AGAIN You DoN'T
HAVE TO WORK THE LAND! YOU'RE HAPPY JUST EATING THE
PRODUCE THAT COMES FROM FARMING. THE AGRICULTURAL
REVOLUTION SEEMS LIKE A WONDERFUL iDEA TO PEOPLE LIVING
Efﬂu&?ﬁﬂous MODERN SOCIETIES.

_A4 !




BUT OUR POINT OF VIEW ISN'T REPRESENTATIVE. THINK ABOUT
THE ANCESTORS OF THIS RESTAURANT'S OWNERS.... THEY MAY
HAVE BEEN POOR SICILIAN PEASANTS. IF THEY HAD A BAD HARVEST
OR THE LOCAL ARISTOCRAT RAISED THEIR TAXES, THEIR CHILDREN
smmu To DEATH.

OF HUNGER.... BUT MY SUFFERING'S | BE ABLE TO EAT

A WORTHWHILE SACRIFiCE BECAVSE
IN A FEW CENTURIES...

—— Y 1!.

AVE, ZOE, MORITURI

WELL THEN, WHAT DID WHeAT
DO FOR THE EARLY FARMERS
IN THE MiDDLE €AST OR
FOR THAT PoOR STARVING
SiCILIAN &iRLT

ual 1Al TUST A LiITTLEY)
Joke FOR You oN
| THE House!

[ FoR €ACH INDIVIDUAL... NOTHING |
AT aLL! 4al pal -

REALLY? ARE YOU SURE ) S, Si... 50% OFF. A SPECIAL GIFT FROM US — [ erpzic MiLle! BuoNA
i TO SUCH WONDERFUL CUSTOMERS! SERATA!

l:;r MY, THoSE ITALIAN
. - ! RESTAURANT OWNERS
THANK You 2 WeRre So Nice!

veRry
\V (i;m FUNNY!
THEY MUST

Hﬂ:_\fg ReALLY

2l
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THE DAILY BUSINESS NEWS

Agricultural Revolution was a trap!

aeesoeOSRPRERRESRPOSERDROSSRRPRERROPRRERRERRRERRTRETRBERRRDRPRERDRBRDTRDRD

Milton Goldmine: Agriculture still greatest deal ever
Famous economics professor Milton Goldmine challenges
Professor Harari’s statement.

Prof. Goldmine, speaking exclusively to DBN:

saaessO O RESOEBDDBBS

MG: “Granted, from each indi-
vidual's point of view, agriculture
may not have been such a great
idea.... But for the Homo Sapi-
ens Corporation it was a hell of a
success story! Cereal cultivation
guaranteed far more food per unit
of territory. And that's how Homo
sapiens enjoyed exponential pop-
ulation growth!”

YUVAL NOAH HARARI
DROPS A BOMBSHELL
THAT COULD ROCK
GLOBAL MARKETS.
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Approximately

13,000 years ago About 9,000 years ago

When foragers ate wild %ﬂwﬁmﬂ'ﬂﬁ_ When fields of wheat re-
plants and animals, the ; L"_,_l—'——:::’_ftE placed wild plants, the
area around Jericho in B VU L\?";w” oasis could support a big,
Palestine could sustain N e Y crowded village with per-
a nomadic band of some Ve i, &%_! haps 1,000 inhabitants.

50 people.
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DBN: Should we, as Professor Harari
is claiming, see agriculture as a ter-
rible idea for Homo sapiens?

Milton Goldmine: Professor
Harari is wrong; he's not see-
ing this from a management
standpoint! | mean... a bit of
common sense, for God's sake!
We don't rate a company’s suc-
cess by measuring how happy its
employees are—so far as | know!
We look at its dividends! And the

(AN R R E RS R R RS NENESR NSRS ERNERENHNHN.]

numbers prove that agriculture did
wonders for humanity's bottom line!
The currency of evolution isn't hunger
or suffering, but genes!

DBN: Do you mean that the success
of a species in evolutionary terms is
measured by the number of copies of
its DNA?

MG: Why yes, exactly that! Everyone
knows that! And Professor Harari
should know it too! If there are no
copies of its DNA left, the species is

T E E R R RS R E R R R R

extinct, just like a company with no
money is bankrupt. If a species has
more and more copies of its DNA, it's
a huge evolutionary success!

DBN: So are 1,000 copies always bet-
terthan 1007

MG: Well, of course! Here's the basic
premise of the Agricultural Revolu-
tion: keeping more people alive on
the same area of territory. That's pro-
gress!

FLASH INTERVIEW WITH YUVAL NOAH HARARI
Three questions for Prof. Harari:

DBN: What do you say to Professor
Goldmine's challenge of your analysis?

YNH:Yes, thanks toagriculture there
were more people on earth, but they
were also more miserable! Why
would any sensible person lower
their standard of living just to mul-

tiply the number of copies of the
Homosapiensgenome? It would
beridiculous. Nobody agreed to
this deal! It was a trap! And it
closed so slowly that humans
fell into it before they under-
stood what was happening!
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(Interview continued on page 12.)



ON THE TIMESCALE OF
EVOLUTION, THE TRANSITION
To FARMING WAS

EXTREMELY QUILK.,

BUT ON THE SCALE OF A SiNGLE
HUMAN LiFE, IT WAS VERY SLOW.

HUNTER-GATHERERS DIDN'T TURN
INTO FARMERS OVERNIGHT.

s

EVERY GENERATION
MADE ONLY A FewW
SMALL CHANGES...

- ",..»- # e

A LOT oF
SMALL CHANGES
ACCUMULATED
INTO A Bi&
REVOLUTION....




THEY SOMETIMES ATE WiLD WHEAT, BUT IT WAS
ONLY A TINY PART OF THEIR DIET. THEY HAD
PLENTY OF OTHER THINGS To eAT.

THe MiDDLE €AST DiD PRETTY WELL THERE WiTHOUT
TENS OF THOUSANDS

Qﬂr&s AGO.
/

HOMO SAPIENS REACHED | | For NUMEROUS GENERATIONS OUR vai-(
Q ks

WEREN'T MANY OF US AND
THE Re&ION'S RESOURLES
WERE ENOVGH FOR US. :

Frm—

IN TIMES OF PLENTY OUR *
% WHEN TIMES WERE HARD,
ANCESTORS HAD MORE AN N\ “ | THEY HAD FEWER.

CHILDREN.

veetlat e

LIKE MANY MAMMALS, HUMANS HAVE HORMONAL . -
. ' WHEN FOOD IS ABUNDANT, GiRLS REACH PUBERTY
PROCREATION. CW—

WHEN FooD
1S SCARCE,
PUBERTY 1S
DELAYED AND
FERTILITY
DECREASES.
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fAS \WeLL AS THESE NATURAL FORMS OF POPULATION
CONTROL, A NUMBER OF CULTURAL MECHANISMS
EVoLVED. IW'T THAT So, FAuSTUS? A

<<

=, e S0

=

WHEN WeE WeRE STILL JUST NoMADIC
FORAGERS, WE COULDN'T CARRY LOTS
OF BABRIES AND YOUNG CHILDREN.

S0 WE TRiED To keeP
BIRTHS ABOUT THREE OR
FOUR YEARS APART.

ONE OF OUR METHODS OF BIRTH CONTROL THEN WAS FoR )
WomMeN To BREASTFEED CHILDREN TiLL THEY WERE

YES, BREASTFEEDING REDVCES THE
CHANCES OF GET TING PREGNANT
AGAIN AS WELL AS HELPS BABIES
6ROW STRONG AND HEALTHY.

PERHAPS CULTURAL TABOOS
ENCOURAGED TOTAL OR PARTIAL
ABSTINENCE....

THERE MUST HAVE
BEEN OTHER METHODS,
SureLy?

oH! For Sure, Yes! AND THeN
THERE WAS ABORTION...

AND TRAGICALLY,
iNr{Mrr‘ic-ige, N
ESPECIALLY DIFFICULT

dms-rmws%
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ABOUT 18,000 YEARS AGO THE LAST ILE AGE GAVE WAY TO
ﬁn/l’ﬁﬂioﬂ OF GLOBAL WARMING.

Fi

18,000 YEARS AGO

AS TeMPERATURES RoSe, So DiD
RAINFALL—THE IDEAL CLIMATE FOR
WHEAT AND OoTHER mMiDDLE EASTERN

CEREALS, S0 THeY STARTED To

PROLIFERATE AND SPREAD.

TELL ME, FAUSTUS, Do You
REMEMBER WHEN YOU STARTED
EATING MORE WHeAT?

OH, THAT WAS AGES AGO,
maam! BUT IT STILL
WASNT oUR MAIN THING....

T

WHEAT WASN'T AS easy AS
Fi&S, You kKNoW. You CAN'T
JUST SNACK ON 1T WHeRE You

HAD To TAKE IT BACK To WHERE
WE'D SET UP CAMP THEN WINNOW (T,

OVER TIME THE GRAIN WHEAT WAS ALREADY USING
THAT You DROPPED ALONG You To SPREAD (TSELF LEFT,
THE PATHS TO YOUR CAMP RIGHT AND CENTER.
GREW AS WHEAT NEAR THE

CAMP AND BeSiDe THeSe

PATHWAYS.
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AS WHEAT SPReAD AND THE WEATHER THERE'S SOMETHING SPECIAL ABOUT CEREALS LIKE WHEAT. IT'S
IMPROVED, SOME AREAS IN THE MIDDLE HARD WORK TO GATHER AND PREPARE THEM—BUT THE &GRAINS
EAST BECLAME SO FRUITFUL THAT LOCAL CAN BE STORED FOR MONTHS, EVEN YEaRrS!
HUNTER-GATHERERS NO LONGER __
NeebeDd To Move AROUND MUCH. ]
IF &ATHERERS MANAGED To STORE
ﬂ.\ ——— ——

ENOVGH GRAIN, THEY CLOULD STAY IN
oNEe PLALCE FOR THe WHolE YEAR, AND
NEVER HAD To Move CAmMP!

o
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[0 make sure WE CLEARED THE AREA
WE HAD GNOUGH | AROUND THE VilLAGE OF
WHEAT... _d TREES AND BUSHES....

TREES COMPETE WITH &RASSES
FOR SUNLIGHT, WATER AND
NUTRIENTS.

TREES USE MOST OF THESE NUTRIENTS To BUILD THEIR
MASSIVE BUT INEDIBLE TRUNKS. ONLY A TINY AMOUNT
G0ES INTD NUTS AND FRUITS. ¢RASSES PACK A FAR LARGER
PERCENTASE OF NUTRIENTS INTO THEIR SRAINS.

1,

é{ﬁ,

l,.
.

%

=

SO A HECTARE OF WHEAT
PRODUCES MULH MORE HUMAN
FooD THAN A HECTARE OF FOREST.
BURNING DOWN A FOREST To MAKE
RoOM FOR WHEAT SoUNDED Like

A &ooD ibea! I

BY 14,000 YEARS
A&O, SOME HUNTER-
&ATHERER BANDS IN
THE MIDDLE €AST WeRe
LIVING IN PERMANENT
SETTLEMENTS.

-

e

e ‘iji“w'
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THERE 1S ONE
THING I DON'T FULLY

SURE THING! We GATHER A LOT OF WiLD
WHEAT, BUT IT'S NOT LIKE WE WORK
HARD TO CULTIVATE IT—IT JUST SROWS.

LET ME SHOW
You AROUND OUR
viLLage, mapm!

WE ALSO GATHER OTHER
WILD PLANTS AND HUNT
WILD ANIMALS... You KNOW,
GATZELLES AND THINGS.

ARE You STiLL
HUNTER-
GATHERERST

IN CeRrRepL SEASON,
WE ROAM THE NEARBY HILLS
AND MEADOWS, GATHERING AS

MUCH GRAIN AS WE CAN.

AND \We SToRE iT
IN THE ViLLAGE.

WHEN CEREAL SEASON'S OVER, WE &0 BALK

OR WHATEVER.

To GATHERING NUTS, Han-ﬁ@ GAZELLES

LLLLL

IF THERE'S A BAD DAY

B AND We DON'T FinD

&= ANYTHING, WE CAN ALWAYS
&= TAKE OUT Some &RAIN

THIS MEANS WE CAN STAY IN THE
SAME PLACE AND START BUILDING
REAL HOUSES USING BRICKS, STONES
AND WOODEN PLANKS, INSTEAD
OF LIVING IN MAKESHIFT

AND We CAN ACCUMULATE STUFF IN OUR
HouSES! SHINY STONES, PRETTY DEeR ANTLERS,
BROKEN KNIVES—NO NEED To THROW
ANYTHING BwWaY! WeRe RICH Now!

WE IMPROVED OUR oLD TooLS—Like
THIS MORTAR AND PESTLE TO &RIND
ERAINS—AND ALSO INVENTED A
LOAD OF NeW ToolS. JUST TAKE A
Look AT THESE STONE SICKLES FOR
HARVESTING WHEAT.




AA500 YEARS AGO

AFTER A FEW MORE GENERATIONS
WE'D REALLY 60T 1T GOING ON.

o
MY DESCENDANTS
ALWAYS CAME UF
WiTH SomMeE NewW
DEA TO MAKE
THINGS A BT

MORE E;FFELIGN“T/

LOOK, HOW CLEVER
1S THIS, maam!

THEY NOW DELIBERATELY SET ASIDE SOME OF THe
GRAINS THEY GATHER, AND INSTEAD OF EATING
THEM, THEY SOW THEM IN THE &ROUND! ¢enivs!

OH MY WORD, THEY Re
evenN H?e’w& AND
PLOVGHING!

ABSOLUTELY,
MAAM.

WE NOTICED WE G6ET MUCH BETTER
RESULTS iF WE SOW THE &RAIN DEEPER

INSTEAD OF JUST RANDOMLY SCATTERING
T ON THE SURFACE.

. _ s
‘W zglj///lftf

BUT WE DIDN'T STOP AT THAT. EVERY COUPLE OF DECADES WE GET

A NeW IDEA THAT MAKES US MORE EFFICIENT. LiKE PULLING UP WEEDS

xj'ﬁTH THIS....

__-—-________..--!‘
‘i

A WeeDer—
HoW cLever!

L
WE'RE ALSO REALLY CAREFUL ABOUT KEEPING
OUR FiELDS WATERED AND FERTILIZED AND
CLEAR OF PARASITES.

_—

BE VERY TiME-
CONSUMING.....

WE HARDLY HAVE
A SPARE MOMENT
To PiCK Fi&S oR
HUNT &pzeLLes!

r vy

__ /

,}"’ 'r'r’r'y //
s n {

THAT'S RIGHT—You' Ve TURNED INTO
A FARMER, MY DEAR FAUSTINA!

WHeN
DiID THAT
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IT'S HARD TO PINPOINT EXACTLY WHEN
THE TRANSITION TO FARMING OCCURRED,

THERE WASN'T A SiNGLE DELiSive BUT ABOUT 10,000 YEARS AGO, THE
STEP SEPARATING FAUSTUS GATHERING MiDDLE EAST WAS DOTTED WITH

WiLD WHEAT FROM HiS DESCENDANTS PERMANENT VILLAGES Like TERICHO,
CULTIVATING DOMESTICATED WHEAT. AND THEIR INHABITANTS SPENT moST

OF THEIR TIME CULTIVATING
DOMESTILATED SPECIES.

IN THOSE DAYS, TERICHO'S
AVERAGE INHABITANTS HAD
| A TOUGHER LiFE THAN THEIR | 2
& HUNTER-GATHERER ANCESTORS. [

=| AND YET NO ONE REALLY
A S| GRASPED WHAT WAS
| HAPPENING....
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DAMN RIGHT... We DDN'T You KNOW, MAAM,
See [T COMING.... NOW I COME To THINK
ABOUT T...

YUP! AND WE COULD WEAN DUR
BABIES YOUNGER BECAUSE WE
COULD FeeDd THem PORRIDEE AND
ERUEL INSTEAD OF MOTHER'S miLk.

WHEH. W7 STARTED - WE HAD MORE FOOD, I SEE. ONCE You STOPPED
VOB 5. (A0 TO BUT We ALSO HAD A GOING FROM CAMP TO LAMP
CONTROL WHEAT AND LOT MORE CHILDREN.... BUT SETTLED iN PERMANENT

COLTIVATE (T... VILLAGES, WOMEN COULD HAVE
A CHILD eveRY YEAR INSTEAD
OF EVERY FOUR.

ONCE We
DOMESTICATED Some
ANIMALS, \WE CouLD
ALSO &1VE THEM
GOAT'S MiLK. THE
YOUNGER THEY

WE ALL LIV CEAMME) TOGGTHIR SOON, NEW INFECTIOUS
FARM ANIMALS, 6ARBAGE HEAPS, SPREADING.
SEWAGE—AND ALL THE RATS d

AND FLeps....

| /W WANTED To CREATE THE PERFECT
{ PLACE FOR HUMANS, BUT WE ACCIDENTALLY

AND You DIDN'T REALIZE THAT
SWITCHING FROM MOTHER'S MLk

To GOAT'S MiLK. AND GRUGL CHILDREN STARTED DYING,

SO MANY OF THem!

WEAKENED YOUR CHILDREN'S IMMUNE
SYSTemS JUST WHeN ePiDemics
STARTED To STRIKE....

/ MY NEIGHBOR EPIDEMIA HAD SiX
KiDS AND LAST YEAR'S PLAGVE
Took THEM ALL. WE WERE
WORRIED THERED BE NO ONE TO
LOOK AFTER US IN OUR oLD pGeE.

" BUT THEY ATE A LOT Too. SOMETIMES oOvVER TEME', THIS ROTTEN PACT WITH WHEAT
WE HAD TOO MANY MOUTHS To Fee. BECAME HARDER AND HARDER. EXHAUSTING
WORK, LOADS OF DiSEASES... IT ACTUALLY

—1 | 60T WoRSE WITH EVERY NeW
AND THeN SoMeTIMES You CoulD enNd “EMPEBUEMEHT_H

UP WITH NO CHILDREN. THERE WAS NO

WAY OF 6ETTING THE BALANCE RIGHT, ﬁ

' |
WE MADE THiS DeciSioN To
PLAY 1T SAFE BY HAVING AS
MANY KiDS AS We coulD... BUT

THAT MEANT We NeeDeDd

N MORE WHEAT TO FEeD THeM.

FWTHEYWT SICK OR DYING,
THE kiDS HELPED A LOT N THE FigLDS.
WE COULDN'T REALLY COPE WITHOUT A

|

]

PLEASE, MOoM, T WANT
Some MoRe....
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S0 MANY UNFORESEEN BUT EVERY TIME WE HAD A NEW iDEA, LiKE WHEN WE DECiDEd To Hog ) LT MEANT MORE WORK, YES....

WE'D 60 THINKING WE 60T T RIGHT THIS INSTEAD OF SCATTERING SEed BUT iT s US MUCH BETTER
TiME AND THINGS WoULD FiNALLY BE OK. T.;H THE GROUND... b
= - —_— WE THOUGHT T WouLD

MAKE LiFE EASIER IN
THE LON& RUN....

wHiLE THeY ToiLeD, | [ SURE, IT'S MORE WORK NowW No MORE LEAN THEN CAME THE IDEA OF A MilL... AND WHAT A FANTASTIC INVENTION THAT
PEOPLE THOUGHT... || BUT WELL HAVE A HELL oF YEARS, NO MORE WASL LiFe WAS BEAUTIFULL IT WAS 60ING TO BE S0 MUCH EASIER TO 6RIND
A HARVEST LATER! STARVING KiDS! GRAIN IN A BI& MiLL THAN WiTH A 6RINDING SLAB! =

o

WE DIDN'T REALIZE WE WeRE PUTTING WE MUST HAVE 60T TEN OUR SUMS WRONG AT
A NOOSE AROUND OUR OWN NECKS.... SoME POINT... BUT WE NEVER WORKED ouT

WHeN
N

HOW COME
We BLeW T So
BADLY, MaAMT

MY POOR FAUSTINA,
You CouLON'T See T
COMING AND NEITHER
COULD ANYONE ELSE....

=

lm A
el \ AN\
IT-H#WEHEH TOO GRADVALLY, TOO SLOWLY. NO ONE REMEMBERED

PP B

. v i :
e o 4
{/:/ _— Wﬁﬂmfm

.--""'-r = pi

v KEPT ON LIVING Like

) ¥ = THE ONE BEFORE,
F WiTH JUST THE obD
» “IMPROVEMENT " HERE

IT STARTED WITH 600D INTENTIONS. You
WERE BASICALLY JUST TRYING To IMPROVE
YOUR LIVES... AND YOUR CHILDREN'S.




AND PLUS You WERE SOMETIMES MOTIVATED BY WEIRD
RELIGIOUS IDEAS THAT YoU THOUGHT WERE PERFECTLY

y

Y H... HOW DO YOU MEAN,
RELIGI0VS 1DEAST
IT DOESN'T RING
To ME....
{Mﬁ-t— me

FINE AT THE TIME....

PoCTOR FICTION

FOR &DODNESS
Sake! WHAT 1S

DOING IN THIS

GOBEKL] TEPE 1S A SITE IN SOUTHEAST TURKEY WITH BUILDINGS
THAT DATE To ABOUT 41,500 YEARS AGO. THIS PLACE 1S
SPECTACULAR, IT BRINGS BACK SO MANY MEMORIES.... THOSE GUYS
BELIEVED A BUNCH OF STUFE IT WAS MinND-Bo&&LING T ReVISITED
THE PLACE RECENTLY WITH AN ARLHAEOLOGIST FRIEND.

mp—

| TR, xL06'S CoLLEAGUES DD H : @
SOME RESEARCH AND LAME TO 4
FASCINATING CONCLUSIONS! ~ = = '&“
’;;:;Rﬂ‘s EVERY INDILATION THAT THeSE

HU&E, SEVEN-TON DECORATED PILLARS
WERE THE WORK OF HUNTER-GATHERERS. ...
JUST iMAGINE HOW MANY DIFFERENT

BANDS AND TRIBES IT Took To BUILD
ALL THIS, bocTor!
: = LN
- / : o S - <
% :
: 3
i / | N .

s \

DSCOVERED THAT A VARIANT OF DomMeSTICATED
WHEAT CALLED BINKORN ORIGINATED JUST
=2 A FeW MILES FROM HeRE.

=
- =1/

: THAT CAN'T BE e
A COINCIDENCE! v

I WoULD SAY THAT THESE FORASEERS WENT FrRoM PICKING WiLD
GRAINS TO INTENSVELY CULTIVATING \WHEAT, NoT JUST To

OF THS MAGNIFICENT TemPLE
AND THE ACTMITIES THAT

THEY PROBABLY BELIEVED A STORY THAT MADe

43

SENSE To THeM AND SeemeD To JUSTIFY ALL THAT
HARD ‘WOoRK. - ]
_{, \

1
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. ~

b ~

=

You WoULDN'T BELIEVE WHAT PeoPLE Will
peLieve! AND YouD Be SURPRISED WHAT BELIEFS
CAN GET HUMANS TD Do....

A

—




BUT STiLL, MAAM... BUILDING TEMPLES OR FEEDING OUR KiDS, IT'S ALL THE SAME. WHEN
WE DOMESTICATED THOSE PLANTS, WE ACTUALLY EXPOSED OURSELVES TO HUNGER,

Ry

_

HOWE THEY FinNGHeD

ALREAYT THEY VE BEEN

ENOWN TO Do A LOT

&,’j TALKING! ~\.

we SeT YES, AND IT'S \WHEN THE AND ALL THOSE CHILDREN .
e ey o | e e e T Srrene T ik e
ON YoU THAT You SHoULD WE WeRe SHORT of ﬁ“g ORGANIZE, LiKE TEMPLES AND IRRIGATION CANALS,
HAVE ABANDONED FARMING | | WE HAD TO CLEAR MORE FielDs NEW LEADERS AND PRIESTS STARTED POPPING UP

BUT T WAS ALREADY ToO LATE,
maam! THERE WERE Too MANY oF vs!
WE NEeDED MORE CHILDREN To WORK
IN THE FieLDS AND To Look AFTER
US IN oLD pseE.

AND WORE eveN HARDER....

I KNOW,
I ENOW...
A REAL VICIOUS
cYcle...

EVERYWHERE. WELL, THEY DIDN'T COMPLAIN Too
MUCH ABOUT BEING HUNGRY OR TOILING IN THE
FIELDS, iF YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN.... THEY WERE
Too BUSY TELLING US WHAT To Do!

AND THEY KEPT UP THEIR MANTRA:
"mMore WHeAT! more cHiLDReN! More
WoRK! PARADISE IS TUST AROUND THE
CORNER! ONE LAST Bi& PUSH! we'Re
LALL IN THiS To&eTHer!"

AND IF ANYONE eveR
VENTURED To SAY
We'D Be BETTER OFF
WORKING LESS, HAVING

FEWER CHILDREN AND
PRODUCING LESS WHEAT...
THE LEADERS AND CHIEFS

Flew INTD A TerrRiBLE
RAGE. -

SVEGEST LEAVING THe

FORAGING IN THE WILD...
AND THEYD 60

You oNLY HAD To TN

VILLAGE AND &0ING BACK TO

COoMPLETELY WiLD!! /

oS SED

N .

= P

/f’ Tz I'D Like To

I 'ﬁ, /) TELL You WHAT
[ HAPPENED TO

THE WORST OF IT iS IT'S ALL STiLL HAPPENING. WHAT HAPPENED TO
You THOUSANDS OF YEARS A&O IS STILL &0ING ON TODAY. AND _ﬁ___‘_,‘

STILL DON'T See (T.

>

MY NePHEW
ARJTUN.
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IT WASN'T HIS FIRST CHOKE, BUT He
FRESH OUT OF COLLEGE, ARTUN | THOUGHT HeD MAke THG?IE,W of IT

JoB AT A Bi& COMPANY.

BUT 15 YEARS LATER, i ...HE WAS SADDLED WiTH A

WAS LUCKY ENOUEH TD 6€T A | AND BUILD UP A NICE LITTLE NEST g66.

ARTUN HAD THREE CHILDREN | MORTEAGE ON HIS HOUSE IN THE
IN SCHoOL... N SUBURBS AND LOANS FOR HiS TWD CARS.

...AND WHEN I'M 35 I CAN RETIRE IN COMFORT,
LEALN To PLAY THE SITAR AND &0 PARAGLIDING
EVERY MONTH ON

PARADISE ISLAND!

Bi&

HE FELT LIFE WAS HARDLY WORTH LIVING
WITHOUT FiNE WINE...

ol <

...AND EXPENSIVE HOLIDAYS
ABROAD.

= Ca— | —

1 5 Loe 1

SO WHAT'S THE ANSWERT &0 BACK TO Dig&iNG UP RooTST Nol
POUBLE YOUR EFFORTS AND KEEP YOUR NOSE To THE &RINDSTONE....

v T
7, AT |

LR !J‘ e
AR A0

YET ANOTHER VICTIM OF
LUXURY TRAP...
! b4 EA

Tii\

THAT LONG-AWAITED
PROMOTION MIGHT JUST
COME ALONE NEXT YepR....
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THE LUXURY TRAF IS ONE OF
HISTORY'S FEW IRON LAWS,

PEOPLE INVENT THINGS THEY DoN'T
ReEALLY NE€D, AND THESE LUXURIES
SOON TURN INTO NecesSSITIES.

_—

WE START TAKING DUR NewW

LUXURIES FOR &RANTED. BEFORE
You kNOW (T, WE CAN'T Live
WITHOUT THEM.

IN THe LAST FEW DecADES We've INVENTED COUNTLESS TooLS
THAT ARE MEANT To SAVE TIME... BUT IN SPITE OF ALL THAT,
I'M CONSTANTLY RUSHED OFF MY FeeT!

—

— DIN&!
Zl/\/-\r--mif"‘x'k

YOUR PARCEL
WiLL Be
DeELIVERED SoON

YES, BUT WHEAT DIDN'T Need To TRAP
ALL OF HUMANKIND TO &€T ITS WAY,
FAUSTINA. IT ONLY TOOK ONE LITTLE

DEVILISH,
WOULDN'T You
pereel!?

> ¥

THERE'S JUST THE VERY
OCLASIONAL TECHNOPHORE
LEFT WHO REFUSES To BULY
A SMARTPHONE....

OH, I REMEMBER SOMETHING

LIKE THAT, MA'AM! A
b

& FeW THoUSAND
YEARS AGO, SoMeE
OF OUR NEIGHBORS
ReFUSED To 6€T

INTO FARMING.....

= . . - |
V1S THE BAND THAT SWITCHED To FARMING 6REW
EXPONENTIALLY AND SPREAD To THE FOUR CORNERS
OF THE WORLD.

To FALL IN THE TRAP HAD To keeP

FORAGERS WHO REFUSED
W RUNNING AWAY AND ABANDONING THEIR HUNTING &ROUNDS TO
R FieLdS AND PASTURE...

...0R START WORKING THE LAND THEMSELVES.... EITHER wWaY,
THEIR OLD WAY OF LiFE WAS DoomeD....
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NOBODY PLANNED THE
AERICULTURAL REVOLUTION
OR INTENDED To MAKE
HUMANS DEPENDENT ON
CULTIVATED GRAINS.

A SERIES OF SMALL DECISIONS INTENDED
TO FiLL A FEW STOMACHS AND ENSURE
SOME SECURITY HAD THE CUMULATIVE
EFFELT OF FORLING ANCIENT PeoPLe
To SPEND THEIR DAYS IN ENDLESS
DRUD&ERY.




NORTHEAST ISRAEL
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IT WASN'T ONLY PLANTS LIKE WHEAT i
THAT HUMANS DOMESTICATED. T T TTTT

- \\\(//
| ,Mh

A GRAVE HAS BEEN FOUND ._.;\\l
HERE WITH THE REMAINS DF
A WOMAN AND A PUPPY.

’W 400 {W--- 1//8\! // “

| // .
\\V//éxf \ lﬁ% //// \\\Wﬁ\

—— - i-- . \ : : = .
) a1 THIS 12,000~-YEAR-0LD TomMB
| o7 ) iS eViDeNCE OF CLoSE TiES
| | (\ BETWEEN HUMANS AND Dj‘js/‘

AND THERE ARE OTHER
CLUES THAT INDILATE
THAT DO&S JOINED HUMAN
BANDS AT LEAST 415,000
YEARS AGO.

15,000 YEARS, Kiki!
CAN You imAGINE!

THE FIRST DO&S ACTUVALLY
DOMESTICATED THEMSELVES.
ORIGINALLY, THEY WERE WiLD

AS THEY &0T TO KNOW HUMANS
BETTER, THEY GREW FRIENDLIER,

THeY Do
SaY A Do&
IS MAN'S BeST
FRiEND!
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OF COURSE...

AT FIRST,
We USeD You For
Derense.

g
S

— —

J;':,...-
BUT You WeRE ALSO A USEFUL AND THAT WORKED FOR HUMAN OVER MANY GENERATIONS, THE RELATIONSHIP
ALARM SYSTem WHeEN WiLD INTRUDERS ToO. BETWEEN D0&S AND HUMANS evoLveD AND 6REW
ANIMALS WERE PROWLING.... CLOSER AND CLOSER. DOGS THAT WERE TUNED IN

To WHAT HUMANS WANTED WeRe FAVORED AND
SPOILED. AS FOR THE DISOBEDIENT ONES...

BRUTUS,

UT THEY ALSO LEARNED To
MANIPULATE HUMANS....

\
THAT'S HOW DO&S LEARNED TO UNDERSTAND F
HUMANS....




QOW WERE ANIMALS

AFTER DOES, MORE ANIMALS - ]
WERE DOMESTICATED. AND, AS WITH WHEAT, THE CHANGE HAPPENED OVER A LON& PERIOD....
" - BY TRACKING WiLD SHEEP FOR GENERATIONS, NOMADIC BANDS H
. BUT THIS TiME, GRADVALLY ALTERED THE MAKEUP OF FLOCKS.
8 THE INITIATIVE CAME FROM
LY
] b_\_—L
OV
_-":—//'
Z |
3 —
T .

=
THE PROCESS PROBABLY STARTED WiTH SELECTIVE HUNTING.

HUMANS REALIZED IT WAS To THEIR ADVANTAGE TO HUNT
ADULT RAMS AND oLD oR SiCk SHEEP...

i 1

THE SeCoND STAGE WAS MOST LIkeLY DEFENDING THE FLOCK FROM RIVAL
HUMAN BANDS AND OTHER PREDATORS.

7~ Wl
A7 14
e

| N -
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DOMESTICATED?%

e = . . E—

2l AT SoME POINT, THE FLOCK MAY HAVE BEEN CORRALLED IN
A NARROW &OR&E, SO iT WAS 6ASIER To WATCH AND DEFEND.
THEN HUMANS STARTED MORE CAREFUL SELECTION OF THE
SHEEP To MEET THEIR oWN NegDs.

o
! __,—”.-':._-'

THE FIRST To BE SLAVGHTERED WERE THE
MOST AGGERESSIVE RAMS THAT ReSISTED BEING
CONTROLLED BY HUMANS.

~
T e e

~ ~
AMWON Wy

N

QN

THEN IT WOULD HAVE BEEN THE
| THINNEST AND MOST ADVENTUROUS EWES.

SHEPHERDS DON'T LiKE RUNAWAY SHEEF. WITH EACH =
GENERATION, THE SHEEP &REW FATTER, MORE DoOCILE
AND LSS INQUISITIVE.

A LOT OF PATIENCE AND
COUNTLESS GENGRATIONS
LATER, THE RESULT WAS...




WHY WERE ANIMALS

POMESTILATED ANIMALS WERE VERY USEFUL To HUMANS. OF | __AND RAW MATERIALS... <
COURSE, THEY WERE A SOURCE OF FOOD... N

...AS WELL AS SHEER MUSCLE POWER. DOMESTICATED ANIMALS STARTED REPLACING HUMANS IN ALL SORTS OF TASKS.

==, f‘f; a \
M\ Al

-

———

B e —

RAISING ANIMALS WAS SO IMPORTANT THAT iN SoME PLACES A NEW TYPE OF =
SOCIETY EMERGED, BASED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON EXPLOITING ANIMALS...

| ..TRIBES OF PASTORALIST [
A HerDers. '
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DOMESTICATED?

ABOUT 10,000 YEARS AGO, HUMANS BEGAN DOMESTICATING SHEEFR, G0ATS, Pi6S, COWS AND

0 CHICKENS IN A FEW 1SOLATED AREAS.
ji Vl\} ~
2
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i

9%

o - o
e /
,\f\ YA A

THIS PRACTICE OF FARMING ANIMALS SOON SPREAD FARTHER AND FARTHER AFIELD.

il 4
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TODAY, THE WORLD HAS ALMOST 5 BILLION CATTLE, SHEEF, PI&S AND G0ATS, AND MORE THAN 20 BILLION CHICKENS. AND
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THE DAILY BUSINESS NEWS

CHICKENS—AN INCREDIBLE SUCCESS STORY!

L A B R RN R EREREREEREE N R R R R R R EREREER RN ENERRERERRERNERNEREEREEEEEENRENRE SR EREENENNERNERESHSEHSSESNRSBRN]

The stratospheric success
of one bird species!
Winners of the
EVOLUTION
AWARD!

Read our special feature on pages 4 to 12

YOU WANNA KNOW MY s
o THREEEET PR Never seu a chicken's
MEAT TiLL YA kiLLed !

——

A CHICKEN TOMORROW'S WORTH
A . MORE THAN AN €66 TODAY!
AND NeVER PUT ALL YOUR
E66S IN ONE BASkET—
oBviousLy!

Mr. Rooster, CEO of Gallus Inc.,
is the happy winner who
surprised everyone!

\=>/

Famous economist Milton Goldmine gives us his reaction

THAT'S RIGHT! THE JURY WAS
ALSo SERIOUSLY IMPRESSED

BY THESE oTHER SPecies!

THIS IS WonNDeERFUL! HE oNLY
INVESTED IN A FEW THOUSAND
€665 DURING THE AGRICULTURAL
REVOLUTION, AND NOW HE HAS
MORE THAN 50 BiLLioN!

A
LW 1F WE'RE LOUNTING THE
(/  NUMBER OF COPIES OF

| THeEIR DNA THERE'S ONLY
ONE WAY TO INTERPRET
THIS: THE DoMESTICATED
CHICKEN IS THE MOST
SUCLESSFUL FOWL OF

ALL Time!

SAPIENS,
OF COURSE....

SPsENSSIRTERITRRNIRERTRERNROTERY

Milton Goldmine, member of the jury for the Evolution Awards
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WE HAVE To FALE IT: THERE ARE ALWAYS
PEOPLE WHO CAN'T ENJOY SomeoNE ELSE’S

——

SVCCess....
\—Rj__/\ WE'D Like To &ivE
THE FLoOR To ONE OF

THE MOST PoPULAR

OF THESE PERENNIAL
;"\cnmmms.

You BASE eVERYTHING ON THE NUMBER OF COPIES AREN'T You JUST REFUSING

OF DNA... BUT You DON'T TAKE INTO ACCOUNT
THE SUFFERING OR HAPPINESS OF INDIVIDUALS.
——

THESE POOR CREATURES ARE THE MOST
MISERARBLE THAT ever LiveD. I PERSoNALLY
DON'T See THAT AS A Success STory!

EIGHT WeekS OF LiFe IS STILL PRETTY &ooD,

FROM AN ECONOMIC POINT
OF VIEW, THAT'S ALWAYS
BEEN THE OPTIMAL AGE
TO SLAUGHTER THEM....

IN Some ULTRAMODERN INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES,

CALVES ARE SEPARATED FROM THEIR MOTHER

IMMEDIATELY AFTER BIRTH. EACH CALF IS THEN

SHUT IN A TINY CAGE BARELY BIGGER THAN HIS
WN

OWN BODY.... R
L

ll

AND THE CALF SPENDS HiS WHoLE LiFe

THeERE! HE NEVER COMES oUT OF THAT

CAGE.... HE'S NEVER ALLOWED To PLAY
WITH OTHER CALVES OR 6AMBOL AROUND!

R

AND THIS WON'T COME AS A SURPRISE;
NATURALLY I'M TALKING ABOUT MR. "Never
HAPPY"! T MEAN, OF COURSE, PROFESSOR YUV,

Al
L -
) PRoFESSoR.

To See THe PoSiTive Sibe7

L m—

Look AT THE LiFE SPAN OF -~
THESE POOR DOMESTICATED ?—Zk 3

ANIMALS.... CHILKENS ARE =
OFTEN SLAVEHTERED WHEN \
THEY RE LESS THAN €6HT

WEEKS OLD, WHILE CALVES
ARE BUTCHERED AFTER
A YEAR OR T\WO.

WHY WOULD YOU WANT TD &0 ON FEeDING A
ROOSTER FOR 10 YEARS WHEN IT'S ALREADY
REACHED TS MAXIMUM WEIGHT AFTER A
COUPLE OF MONTHS? IT Would Be RidicuLous!!
"

THE SHAREHOLDERS
SURE WOULDON'T
Like iT! .

OF COURSE NOT! THEN HIS MUSCLES WOULD
STRENETHEN, AND CUSTOMERS WoulD
COMPLAIN THAT THEIR STEAKS

\%ﬂﬁﬁﬁl
<3/

72@%&

>\l

THE ONLY OPPORTUNITY THAT CALF 6€TS

To WALK, STRETCH HiS MUSCLES AND SPEND

TIME WITH OTHER CALVES IS ON THE WAY
To THe ABATTOR!
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/VM OUR COMPETITION b
FOR THE TITLE OF "ANIMAL WITH
THE MOST COPIES OF DNA" COWS,
PIES AND CHICKENS ARE ALWAY'S

PROFESSOR HARARI, WHY Do You REFUSE To
CELEBRATE THE CHICKEN'S REMARKABLE

success?

BECLAUSE THE WAY
You eVALUATE
Success MakeS

No SeNSe.

BUT IN THE WILD THEIR LiFE
EXPECTANCY WoULD BE 10 YEARS
FOR A CHICKEN AND

LISTEN, ANIMAL DOMESTICATION 1S BASED oN
BRUTAL PRACTICES THAT ONLY &REW CRUELER
WITH EACH PASSING CENTURY.

;“{‘ = R
g

3 %ﬁi’i

AS BAD AS THINGS WERE ON ANCIENT
FARMS, THEY CAN BE MULH WORSE
NOWADAYS.

BUT, PROFESIOR, IN EVOLUTIONARY TERMS,
CATTLE ARE ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL

SPECIES EVER. e

o

: —
oN THe PoDium! =

&__,,/
= ity

YES, BUT IF THERE WAS A COMPETITH
FOR THE MOST MISERABLE ANIMAL EVER
To EXIST, COWS, Pi&S AND CHICKENS WouLd
WALK AWAY WITH JUST AS MANY meDALS!




BUT (TS IIFFICULT FOR Some

IT'S SAD BUT TRUE: WHEN HUMANS STARTED TURNING BULLS,
HORSES, DONKEYS AND CAMELS INTO OBEDIENT
ANIMALS THEY MADE A LOT OF CHANGES.
THEY BROKE DOWN THE ANIMALS
NATURAL INSTINCTS AND SociAl TIES,
CURBED THEIR AGERESSION AND
THER SEXVALITY, AND DRASTICALLY
ReDUCED THEIR FREEDOM
OF MOVEMENT....

FARMERS STARTED SYSTEMATICALLY CONTAINING ANIMALS IN PENS AND
CAGES, BRIDLING THEM WITH HARNESSES AND LEASHES, DISCIPLINING
THEM WITH WHIPS AND CATTLE PRODS, AND MUTILATING THEM. THEY
CUT OFF THEIR HORNS OR THEIR EARS—AND OF COURSE THEIR TESTICLES.

THE TAMING PROCESS ALMOST ALWAYS INVOLVES CASTRATION,
WHICH REDUCES MALE AGGRESSION AND MEANS HUMANS CAN
COMPLETELY CONTROL BREEDING WITHIN THE HERD.
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IN MANY SOCIETIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, PEOPLE’S WEALTH HAS
TRADITIONALLY BEEN DETERMINGD BY HOW MANY ANIMALS THEY OWNED.
IN NeW &UINED, FOR EXAMPLE, PIGS WERE THE keY ASSET.

IN NORTHERN NEW GUINEA, FARMERS MAKE WRE THEIR PisS DON'T RUN
ARY BY SLICING OFF PART OF THEIR SNOUTS. THIS CAWSES THE Figs
SEVERE PAIN WHENGVER THEY TRY To SWIFF.

A Pie CAN'T FiND FOOD OR EVEN FIND TS WAY AROUND
WITHOUT SNIFFING, S0 THIS MUTILATION MAKES THEM
COMPLETELY DEPENDENT ON THEIR HUMAN OWNERS.

IN ANOTHER PART OF
NEW &UINEA, DWNERS
RESORT TO &OVEING

oUT THEIR Fi&s eYes
S0 THAT THEY CAN'T
s:ze: WHERE THEY'RE

GOING.

’!J.{J“Ff} L
"'f"f;

=(1 5
4

YOUR ALMOND MiLk
MILKSHAKE, MADBM...

\'
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THE DAIRY INDUSTRY HAS COME UP WITH TS OWN WAYS OF
FORLING ANIMALS TO COMPLY WITH TS NEeDS. COWS, G0ATS
AND SHEEP PRODUCE MiLk ONLY AFTER &IVING BIRTH...

AND THEIR MiLK IS MEANT FOR CALVES, KiDS AND LAMBS,

FIRST, FARMERS ENSURE THAT THEIR FEMALE LIVESTOCK ARE
PREGNANT, THEN THEY TAKE AWAY THE YOUNG SHORTLY AFTER
BIRTH. THEY MiLK THE MOTHERS FOR ALL THEY'RE WORTH AND
MAKE SURE THAT THeY RE SOON PREGNANT A&GAIN.

NOT HUMANS,

ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION IS THE MOST WIDESPREAD PRACTICE. IN MANY
MODERN DAIRY FARMS, A MILKING COW LIVES ABOUT Five YEARS BEFORE
BEING SLAVGHTERED. SHE IS PREGNANT FOR MUCH OF THOSE FIVE YEARS
AND IS ARTIFICIALLY INSEMINATED WITHIN 60 To 120 DAYS OF CALVING
To ENSURE MAXIMUM MiLK PRODUCTION.

AS FOR THE CALVES, AFTER THEY'RE SEPARATED FROM
THEIR MOTHERS, FEMALE CALVES ARE REARED TO
PROVIDE THE NEXT GENERATION OF DAIRY COWS...

MHILE BULL CALVES ARE ENTRUSTED To
THE CARE OF THE MEAT INDUSTRY.
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THE WHOLE OF THE DAIRY INDUSTRY
IS BUILT ON BREAKING THE MOST ..
FUNDAMENTAL BOND iH MAMMALS—THE A‘GTUﬁLLx I FIND THe DAIRY iNDUSTRY NOT
BOND BETWEEN A MOTHER AND HER ONLY CRUEL, BUT ALSO PRETTY STRANGE.
OFFSPRING. AS A BIOLOGIST, I FIND THAT
TERRIBLY CRVEL.

WHY SHOULD HUMANS DRINK COW'S MiLkT
WOLVES NEVER DRINK EWE'S MiLK, AND TIGERS
NeveR DRINK ELEPHANT'S miLk, Do THeY?

NEANDERTHALS AND ANCIENT SAPIENS DIDN'T
DRINK OTHER ANIMALS MILK EITHER. HUMAN
BABIES WERE REARED ON THEIR MOTHER'S MILK,

BUT ONCE THEY WERE WEANED, THEY
NEVER DRANK MILK AGAIN.

IF You SUG6ESTED TO OUR FORAGER
ANCESTORS THAT THEY SHOULD MILK A
WILD COW AND DRINK HER MILK, THEY'D THINK
IT WAS THE MOST OUTLANDISH, DISGUSTING
IDEA THEY'D evER HEARD.

/ N\\_\
>5)
=
» )

OUR DIGESTIVE SYSTEM HASN' T REALLY HAD
TIME TO ADAPT. THAT'S WHY SO MANY PeoPLe
STiLL HAVE ALL SORTS OF HEALTH PROBLEMS
WHEN THEY DRINK MiLK.

THIS WHOLE QUESTION OF ANIMAL
DOMESTICATION MAKES ME VERY
UNCOMFORTABLE....

o8



BUT ACTUALLY, YOUR F R
DOMESTICATION WAS ' ).
REALLY RATHER NICE,

OTHER ANIMALS WERE LUCKY
8 ToD. SHEEP RAISED FOR THEIR
WoOL USUALLY &RAZED

IN OPEN PASTURES

7

(853

{ “‘1?

e T  — e [ T e
YUVAL, 20€, DO YoU REMEMBER WHEN WE VISITED THE BRITISH
MUSEUM IN LONDONT THERE WAS A STATUE OF THE ROMAN
EMPEROR CALIGULA ON INCITATUS, HiS FAVORITE HORSE.... HE
LOVED THAT HORSE SO MUCH HE WANTED To MAKE HiM A CONSUL.
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ON SEPTEMBER 19, 4383, THE REVEILLON, A HOT-AIR
BALLOON DESIENED BY THE MONTEOLFIER BROTHERS,
FIRST Took To THE Skies iIN THE &ARDENS oF
VERSAILLES, TD THE DELIGHT OF KING LoUS XVI AND
QUEEN MPARIE ANTOINETTE. AR TRAVEL WAS Born!

PEOPLE WERE AFRAID THAT AR
TRAVEL MIGHT Do TERRIBLE
THINGS To THe BolY, So THEY
TESTED IT OUT BY USNG ANIMALS.

WeRE A LOLKEREL, A
PuCk AND A SHEEF.

[[ THE FIRST PASSENSERS

THE SHEEP'S Been
NICENAMED SEYWARDS—
VERY CLEVER, WOULON'T

You A&REE, MADAM

o

UMM,
==}
YES, Yes.

THE BALLOON STAYED IN THE AIR FOR

ABOUT TeN MINUTES.

f— -

=1

=
| I

L’si il

WHEN 1T LANDED ALMOST TWO MILES AWAY,
SKYWARDS WAS FOUND HAPPILY MUNCHING THE
STRAW IN THE BOTTOM OF THE BALLOON'S

MEANWHILE THE DUCK AND THe
COCKEREL WERE HUDDLED IN A

\)

N

TR LBE PR ALY
$

)

¥
fo—
P,
'

W77

ACLORDING TO REPORTS, THE QueeN ADOPTED |
THIS PIONEERING SHEEP, AND IT LIVED AN
HONORABLE LIFE IN HER PRIVATE Z.00.

'S

|
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SHEPHERDS AND FARMERS
THROUGHOUT HISTORY HAVE
SHOWN AFFECTION FOR THEIR
ANIMALS AND TAKEN GREAT
CPARE OF THEM....

CARED FOR THEIR PeoPLE To A SHEPHERD
TENDING HiIS FLOCK....

...LOMPARING THE WAY THEY AND THE 6005 J

il IT'S No ACCIDENT THAT KINGS AND
PROPHETS CALLED THEMSELVES SHEPHERDS...
<

ABSOLUTELY No DENYING THAT FoR THE VAST MATORITY oF COPIES OF THEIR DNA 1S SUT A RHINOCERDS THAT LiVES ON
fl OF DOMESTICATED Mﬁ"lﬂ(‘:s, THE AGRICULTURAL ' RiDICULOUS. THE AFRICAN SAVANNA 1S PROBABLY
REVOLUTION WAS A TERRIBLE CLATASTROPHE. FAR HAPPIER THAN ANY OF THE MILLIONS
: ) OF CALVES RAISED ON INDUSTRIAL MEAT

T i VUG O LS AVA THIS DISCREPANCY BETWEEN GVOLUTIONARY "SUCLESS” HEN WE LOOK. AT WHAT'S
AN INDIVIDUAL CALF, 00D ETMIL JITERING W Wik B0 THo v S -
IMPORTANT LESSON WE CAN LEARN FRoM THE WHEAT AND CORN, MAYES

AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION. THIS PURELY EVOLUTIONARY

L ASSESSMENT MAKGS SENSC.

AN ST BUT WHEN WE'RE TALKING

e  ABOUT CATTLE, CHICKENS
I AND SAPIGNS—ALL ANIMALS
s WITH COMPLEYX SENSATIONS
AND EMOTIONS—WE REALLY
NEED To THINK ABOUT HOW

EVOLUTIONARY SUCLESS

TRANSLATES INTO INDIVIDUAL
EXPERIENCE.

THE BENEFITS SHOULDN'T Be
EXPRESIED IN NUMBERS, BUT N
TERMS OF HAPPINESS.
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AMAALZING...

DOCTOR FICTION,

You ARE

SHOWING us

\P- prEAM!

SAPIENS
IN THE
SKY WITH
DiAMONDS

FANTASIES el S
CAN Become | NS
REALITY... [f==

A DRepm?
NoO—THe
FUTURE...

BE CAREFUL WITH YOUR FANTASIES! CHECK OUT THE WARNINGS IN THE NEXT
CHAPTER AND WATCH FOR A LIST OF UNDESIRABLE SIDE EFFECTS AND TERRIBLE
CONSEQUENCES FOR INDIVIDUAL HAPPINESS!







OF MY THS
AND MeN



FARMER BILL »~» CINDY

AN ALMOST PeRFeCT FAMILY DINNerR!

IHATE
BEING LATE!

BiLLy!

WE SHOULD Be WiTH
YOUR COUSIN BY NOW....

F

HURRY U
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CHLL ALREADY, |k s SR TUST A MINUTE,
I'M HeRrE.... : :

I'M LOCKING THE
FRONT DoOR.

WITH THOSE NEW NEIGHBORS
MOVING IN, WE CAN'T BE Too
CAREFUL....

PON'T You THINK THE WEATHER'S Too RISKY,
CINDY? DID You REMEMBER To SACRIFICE A
GOAT AT THE TeMPLE YeESTeRrDAY?

OF course!
NoW We CAN BE
SURE THe &oDS§
WiLL Look AFTER
OUR FigLDS AND
ANIMALS WHILE
WE'RE AWAY.

==y e KR ATy R AT B [
> "'1"?';"5'5". —— 'j‘

=

HURRY UP, OR WE'LL NEVER &E€T
To THIS FAMOUS DINNER WITH
Your couSin!

THREE HOUES LATE #Lﬂﬁﬂ:ﬁﬁ
I HAVE A BAD FEELING ABOUT
THIS DiNNER....




THE ASRICULTURAL ReVOLUTION STARTED
2,000 YEARS A&, BUT THEY STiLL DoN'T
| €T THAT THE WORLD'S CHANGED!

PON'T STRESS, 7 THOSE GUYS WON'T EVEN NoTice
We'ge LATE.

THEY RE NOT PUNCTUAL
LikE US. DoN'T FoRr&eT,
THEY RE STiLlL FORAGERS.

Silrs il ' .l’:-“; w15
YOU'RE RIGHT.... THEY'RE S0 UNCULTWATED.... THEY

REALLY NEED To TAKE A WALK DOWN THE PATH
OF PRO&RESS Like vs!

I STiLL REMEMBER WHAT THe

€RMMM... NO, I FELL ASLEEP.... ) T W semamraat

3 PRIEST TOLD US AT YBSTERDAY'S | /0y« Now THE Kid§ WOKE ME iN

= EiGHT oCLOCK PRAYER: "THE THE MIDDLE OF THE NiGHT

SN WORLD iS Yours! BE€ FRUITFUL T
AND muLTiPLY!"

HE SAID THAT A COUPLE OF WHILE &00D FARMING FOLK Like US
THOUSAND YEARS AGD, THERE ARE GONNA SPREAD EVERYWHERE! MILLIONS, CiNDY!

m"'ﬁb ”&f:ﬂ;tmms aT | T————1 PP THE PRIEST SAY
BLl... BUT IN THE RUTURE THERE | "7/
WON'T BE ANY FORAGERS LEFT....

r—
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SAY, HONEY, SN'T T
ToDAY YOUR COUSIN'S
COMING TO DINNGET

o]

<

I3 -:.':":E":J

Tt e L Ered
L

1 CAN ALREADY HEAR
HiM LECTURING me!

HiS LORDSHIP'S
HE'LL SHOW UP PROUD AS A
PEACOLK \WITH HIS WHole
GANG OF BRATS AND HiS
"FOOD RESERVES" HE KEEFS
$0, COUSINT STiLL NoT THE BINNGR. e — | WA, You invi | mMET? Like ID iNViTE THAT

LOOKING PROMISING ; !
A FARMER veT7? O ﬂﬂ; S e s KNOW-iT=ALL AND HIS STUCK-UP WiFe!!

— THEM IF THEY DRIVE
You NUTS Like THIST




LOOKS Like I THINE IT'S
THEY'RE NOT OVER THERE,
HERE.... BEHIND THoSE

; MOUNTAINS.

“WeELL, WELL... |
iF THAT 'S NOT
MY FAWDR(TE

LOUSIN CoMING




SORRY WERE LATE, WE &0T LOST IN YouR
LIViNG EooM. YOUR PLACE 1S S0 Big!

WHAT WouLD I 6€T ouT of
LIVING IN THE SAME PLACE

AlLL THE TiMel =i :
PREDICTABILITY! SecuriTy ...

IT SuRe IS RooMiER THAN YoUR
CROWDED LITTLE PRISON...

owWn! I DoN'T NeeD To SHARE iT
WiTH ANYONE. 00D FENLES MAKE
&o0D NEIGHBORS PON'T HAVE To
PUT UP WITH THEM ANYMORE!

you SHouLD
STAET oNE, You

YOURS IS MAKING You SUPER
SELFISH, cuz.




YoU SHOULD BE THE ONES COMING ) = = AND ABANDON EVERYTHING CiNDY AND T BUILT
BACK TO HUNTING AND GATHERI : =55 7 NEVER, BVER, EVER, CUZ.. D'YOU HAVE ANY

; EERE y : DEA HOW HARD IT WAS TO CLEAR OUR \WHEAT
FiELDS AND RAISE OUR GOAT HERD?

reg re

BESIDES, WE NOW HAVE A Bi& STORE OF A OUR Fool'S NOT AS VARIED AS
FooD, AND WE'RE NOT PLANNING ON SHARING , BUT AT LEAST THERE'S SOME | -

o FOR HARD TIMES! UNLikE
iT WiTH ANY OF THE LAZY BUMS HERE. = H""i:’ e e A
: : ie ]

=T

i
Hioio

R

R
N w‘g-ﬁt’?

YEAH, IVE HEARD ALL
ABOUT YOUR WoNDERFUL
FooD SToRresS.... ‘

COME ON, BUDDY! EVERYONE THINKS ABOUT S | veaw, kind o wice To Leave coot

: & ~ | HANDPRINTS FoR THE FUTURE. AS LoNG
THe AUTURE! YOUR FRIEND KURT, THeRe— | . ST | AS T ISN'T Too MUCH WoRK. BUT CHILL
HE'S DOING THAT So ITLL STiLL BE Seen | AL A BT ABOUT THE FUTURE, DUDE. £

BY FUTURE GENERATIONS, RIGHT? YRS Sor HONG OB onl 7T

You CAN'T BVEN ENTOY
THE PRESENT!




BUT CINDY AND I—AND OUR KIDS—&ET UP

| AT DAWN AND WORK THROUGH TiLL DARK!
\ WE'RE PRODUCTIVE, THAT'S WHY

_We'Re So SuccessruL!

&0 AHEAD, LAVGH TAKE A Look
AT YOURSELF, LIVING FROM HAND
To MOUTH AND SPeENDING MOST
oF YOUR DAY JUST LYiNG
DOING NOTHING'

AND iF IT RAINS ToO
LITTLE—OR TDO MUCH—
You AlL Di€ Like FLes!

CALL THAT SuccesSsSFuLT IF You
PoOR SAPS WALKED JUST one
HOUR AWAY FROM YOUR HOUSE,
You'd HAVE NO IDEA HOW TO
FIND Foob!

=g ey fod B -.'-'f.'"' Bl ¥ LR e
| & Few NUTST! oH Per-LeASE! T‘EUS'I' ME, e, NOW'S THE BEST TiMe

] WELL, WE RECLENTLY PLANTED To INVEST 1N SomMe FiNE ReAL EETATE,
SOME DLIVE TREES THAT BEFORE THE MARKET'S CROWDED, TUST SaY
WON'T FULLY MATURE TitL our | \ THE WORD, AND I'LL 6VEN LEND You THe
ERANDCHILDREN'S Time! SEED To START YoUR OWN FARM,

Fred i il 2 3
i T ETT FLIvise

THAT'S WHY We PLAN AHEAD, AND

PRODUCE MORE THAN We NeeD!

BUILD VP YOUR SAVINGS, THAT'S
WHAT T ALWAYS SAY.

[



AND THIS HERE 1§

You need AN
ENTIRE ROOM
JUST FoR Your

HOEING, WEEDING,
THRASHING,

THAT'S THE TooLSHED,
WHERE WE keeP
ALL oUR TooLS.

AUNTY CINDY maDe
You A Yummy SNACK.
THEN You CAN &0
PLAY WITH YouRr

rReALLYT!
THE CLOLE IS
TICKING, DARLING
TICKETY TOLE.
IS YOUR MAN REALLY
ok WITH HAVING
JUST oNe kib?




AND ONE KID'S MORE THAN ENOUGH JUNIOR HERE SUCKLES you STilL YoU REALLY NEED To €T WITH THE PROGRAM,

To K€eP uS BUSY! You WANT JUST THREE TiMES A BREASTFEED HMT! | SWEETHEART.... THE EXPERTS iN THE ViLLAGE
ME WAKING iN THE NiGHT To DAY NOW. WAY MORE [ BUT HE'S Like Fourl | TEMPLE SAY BREASTFEEDING'S NOT NeeDeD
BREASTFEED SEVERAL CRYING CONVENIENT, You KNOW. /i A AT ALL. NOT GVEN FOR TiNY BABIES,

i
ST { AR R S
MEIES. I‘fﬂ, THMK-&.. ; — — TS — T -:IEE:- _.;_-._E.l_._n

SAY IT HELPS PROTECT _ SOMETIMES I'M NoOT
THE KiDS FRom ALL THE |
. KiD3 FE 2 . v S0 SURE ABOUT THe
INFECTIOUS DiSeAses THeY | , , TEMPLE EXPERTS
CATCH FROM THE GOATS. | ; - - "

AND FROM ONE THER. | : SO MANY KiDS keeP
3 ARE ; DYiNG.

a

n{".:"_hi_ [

3

You KNOW WHAT THEY TolLD MY NEIGHBOR
WHEN SHE LOST ALL FOUR OF HeR KiDS
IN LAST YEAR'S ePiDemic?

THeY SaD To
HAvE Five KiDS




IF THEY RE HUNGRY,
THEY LAN &0 HUNT SOMETHING
IN THe wooDs,

BRING SoMe WHEAT HoT PoT. I'LL 60
&ET IT FROM THE CAR.

] ok, REALLY SORRY, BUDDY, WE'LL FiNiSH
| THIS WoNDERFUL CONVERSATION
| ANOTHER TIME, WE HAVE A LONG
TOURNEY AND THE FiELDS CAN'T Be
| kEPT WAITING.

79



YoU &UYS SHOULD TOTALLY ] om, No THANKS! T HEARD
COME To US NEXT TiME. ; 1 You cuT DOWN ALL THE
o LR, FORESTS AND iT'S NoW ALL

AR

o :u:-%f_,}'

AbciAAPReH




COMPLETELY OPPOSITE LIFESTYLES.... DIVISIVE ToDaY. — REVOLUTION WAS IRREVERSIBLE.

pal Hpl Al THESE TWO FAMILIES HAVE THE AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION 1S STiLL WeELL, 600D OR BAD, THE mw

- e AND T CHANGED
SoMe PeoPLE THINK (T SeT 2
I%Sffﬁfw HUMANITY ON THE PATH To GVERY THING' FOR EXAMPLE,
pypol PROSPERITY AND PROGRESS.... (T PROBABLY LED TO THe
o~ "~ OTHERS CLAIM IT WAS THE AFRGAEANCE OF FRNATE
- - PROPERTY.
RoAD To PeERDITION....
& et
I\ y So BEHIND
== £ — THe
\ & 4
’} ¥y
="p
) ...BUT NOBODY OWNED PLOTS OF AND NO oNE OWNED ANY PLANTS OR
HUONTER-6ATHERERS DIDN'T OWN MUCH. LAND. ALL BAND MEMBERS COULD ANIMALS. THE IDEA THAT A HUMAN MIGHT
PEOPLE HAD A FEW TOOLS AND CLOTHES 60 ANYWHERE THEY WANTED IN OWN A Fi& TREE OR A HERD OF CATTLE

THEY COULD CALL THEIR FF’.DFEKTY..:/ THEIR ComMmMON Te:ﬂﬂiTmzvy__.-/ WAS RIDICULOUS. HOW COULD ONE BEING

\__\{ OWN ANOTHERT
s, R
j/_/ o ————

e

[ 4 LIONS DON'T
h j.] OWN ZEBRAS.
FLenS DoN'T
‘59 { /4 OWN DO&S.
SO HOW couLD
i ( %= HUMANS OWN
2, cATTLE!
=
AGRICULTURE CHANGED ALL THAT. AND ONCE HUMANS BEGAN OWNING AND MEN 60T THe IDEp THEY Could
WHEN A FARMER WORKED HARD To &OATS, THEY ALSO 60T THE DEA OWN WOMEN.... /
CULTIVATE A WHEAT FielD oR RAISE THEY COoULD OWN HUMANS— ~
A GOAT HERD, HE CAME TO See AS SLAVES....
THeSE AS HiS PRIVATE PROPERTY.
N—
N~ VJ N
A éﬂ
[
i 4:3
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BY CREATING PRIVATE PROPERTY, SAPIENS
INCREPSED THEIR SELFISH TENDENCIES....

‘ "i

—
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.. TIME CHANGED ToO. WITH AGRICULTURE

EVERYBODY WAS CONSTANTLY WORRYING
ABOUT THE FUTURE. FARMERS ARE
ALWAYS FRETTING THAT THERE WoN'T

7 Wf WLW ;
"H//{% lW/f/ \[s \\\\\l’n \ l\((ﬁ

AL THAT STRESS HAD FAR-REACHING CONSEQUENCES.
IT WAS THe FOUNDATION OF LARGE-SLALE POL(TI LP-L
\\&Stxﬂﬁb SYSTems.

WY aNYieTieS AND WORRIES

ARE THE BUILDING
(“w//&

SADLY, DESPITE ALL THER Wﬂdﬁ& WORK,
W HARDLY eveR ACHieveD THeE eCoNoMIC

i‘;‘;‘ = ‘l“‘ LI e l
MW Ut f ]
= ([ rpy an My J{ﬁ, .
_ L

'__ J_r ~ -

' ’ {/ Wiz ’l”/”{'f-" 'I”fu ‘-

BLOCKS OF THe STATE.
RULERS AND ELITES SPRANG UP EVERYWHERE,
LIVING OFF THe PEASANTS SURPLUS FooD
AND L-G-'nwhifr THEM BARELY E’-HDU&H

FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS, RULERS ADOPTED THIS EXPLOITATIVE EQUATION:
"TAXES = ALL THE Food — JUST ENOUEH To EAT." WHICH MEANS: NO

MAT TER HOW MUCH THE PEASANTS PRoDUCED, THE STATE LEFT THeM
LITTLE MORE THAN THEY NEeDeD To SURVIVE.

/8




THESE CONFISCATED FooD SURPLUSES
FUELED POLITICS, WARS, ART AND
PHILOSOPHY. THEY BUILT PALACES,
FORTS, MONUMENTS AND TemMPLES,

S

i

UNTIL MODERN TIMES, THE VAST
MATORITY OF HUMANS ToILED
DAILY IN THe FieLDs.

KINGS, GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS,
SOLDIERS, PRIESTS, ARTISTS, THINKERS...
NONE OF THEM HAD TD WORK THE LAND
BecAVSE OTHERS DID IT FOR THeM.

THE EXTRA PROVISIONS THEY PRODUCED
FeD A TINY ELITE WHO NOW FiLL OUR
HISTORY BOOKS.

9

HISTORY WAS MADE BY VERY FeW
PEOPLE WHILE EVERYONE ELSE

PLOWED FielLDS AND CARRIED

WATER BUCKETS.




SAME PLACES.

NeW FooD SURPLUSES ALONG WITH NeW MEANS
OF TRANSPORT ALLOWED MORE AND MORE
PEOPLE TO CRAM TOGETHER INTO THE

II-

UICRTTFRVTIRARRARR

I

1

-~

SAPIENS CoULD Be&iN
ESTABLISHING TOWNS
AND eveN CiTies.

THESE CITIES JoINED
To FORM KiNGDOMS AND

BUT FooD SURPLUSES AND iMPROVED

TRANSPORT ALONE WEREN'T

ENOVEH TO CREATE CITIES
AND KINGDOMS.

T _1_|__1 I' I

B 1N

JUST BeCAUSE You CoulD FeeD A KINGDOM'S mMiLLioN
INHABITANTS DIDN'T GUARANTEE THEYD ALL

AS PeoPlLe CRAMMED TOGETHER,
THERE WeERE ENDLESS 6ROUNDS FOR

Qi{ﬁ»&mmewrs AND CONFLICTS...

..THE ALLOCATION

OF LAND AND WATER,
WHAT To Do IN TIMES
OF DROUVEHT OR WAR....

]

AND IF NO AGREEMENT WAS ReACHED, DISPUTES SPReAD
WIDER... EVEN IF THE STOREHOUSES WERE BUL&ING
Q_t_i’_[#_-l PROVISIONS....

—

THE Bi& QUESTION OF HUMAN
POLITICS ISN'T "HOW To Feed A
MiLLION PEOPLE" BUT RATHER
"HOW To &€T A MILLION PeoPLe
To AGREE ON ANYTHING."
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BONTOUR,
MeSSieurs!

IT WASN'T FooD SHORTAGES
THAT PROVOKED MOST WARS AND
ReVOLUTIONS IN HISTORY.

IT WASN'T STARVING PEASANTS WHO
SPEARHEADED THE FRENCH REVOLUTION,
BUT AFFLUENT LAWYERS.

JUST over
2,000 YEARS AGO...

/\\("\_g | - ' F
l — — ‘” I’III T % s i
u T
1]

TS POWER, IT RULED THE ENTIRE MEDITERRANEAN AND
ENRICHED THE ROMANS BEYOND THEIR ANCESTORS

. ({g\mmwmwwmw
R j: WILDEST DREAMS.

) < FOR MILLIONS OF YEARS HUMANS evOLVED IN SMALL BANDS OF A FEW DozZeN
YET 1T WAS AT THIS TIME OF INDIVIDUALS. ONCE AGRICULTURE BEGAN, iT Took TUST A FEW THOUSAND
;‘ﬁﬂé’:&fﬁ:’g ;‘:‘;‘;‘Eﬂﬂg" YEARS TO CREATE HUGE KINGDOMS AND GMPIRES. THERE WASN'T TiME
i I - - -
" At FOR A NEW INSTINCT FOR MASS COOPERATION TO EVOLVE.
A SERIES OF BLOODY CiVil WARS. £ AR ST AR CODDNRITION »

e, A

HeY! OH, MY WORD,
Look! IT'S CAESAR
CROSSING THE

ARE You STiLL HOEING
WITH THAT oLD THINGT ;
You kNOW THE 6.2 PRo [#
|5 ouT ALREADYT i

/

.. SMELLS Like THe POINT
oF NO RETURN TO ME...

To MAKE A LASTING CHANGE TO OUR BiOLOGY. UNLIKE ANTS, HUMANS
HAVE NO INSTINCT FOR MASS COOPERATION.

YOUR ILLUMINATING

IT WAS ALL SO FAST. THOSE FeW THOUSAND YEARS WEREN T eNoUGH THANK You FOR
COMMENTS,

81



PESPITE THIS LACK OF A HUMAN "MASS-COOPERATION INSTINCT,”
SHARED MY THS MEANT THAT HUNDREDS OF HUNTER-GATHERERS
OCLASIONALLY COOPERATED RIGHT BACK IN THE STONE Rf;’_)

LooSe AND LiMITED.
.

BUT THIS COOPERATION WAS

EACH HUNTER-GATHERER
BAND STILL RAN (TS LiFE
INDEPENDENTLY AND PROVIDED
FOR ITS OWN NEEDS.

A STONE AGE SAGE COULDN'T KNOW WHAT WoulD
HAPPEN AFTER THE AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION,
AND MIGHT €ASILY HAVE BeLieveD THAT
MY THOLO&Y HAD FAIRLY LIMITED SCOFE....

HOW Do You meanN”
YOUR MYTHS SURE AS HECK
HELPED YoU COOFERATE,
RiGHTT I've SeeN PLENTY
OF SAPIENS TRADING SHELLS,
CELEBRATING FESTIVALS
AND JOINING FORCES
AGAINST NEANDERTHALS....

7

STORIES OF SPIRITS

AND TOTeMS AREN'T
AS EFFECTIVE AS You
THINK, POCTOR
FicTion!

=7
T

WELL, MAYRE, B
THAT'S THE LimiT!

SoMeTIMES HUNDREDS OF
YoU GANG VP To&eTHeR!

\Fe

MYTHOLOGY WON'T ever
GET Mit-l.-il._‘.lhfﬂ OF STRANGERS
COOPERATING IN DAY-To-DAY

THAT'S WHERE You'Re WRoNG!
MY THS ARE WAY MORE POWERFUL

THAN YOU COULD 6“’7”_%
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THANKS TO MYTHS, HUMANS ARE
GOING TO BUILD MIND-BLOWING
NETWORKS OF MASS COOPERATION.
IT Wikl TAKE THeM JUST 42,000
YEARS To 6€T FROM TRIBES OF
MAYRE 1,000 PEoPLE TO A 6LOBAL
TRADE NETWORK OF £ BILLION.

WilL THESE FUTURE | SURE THING!

HUMANS STiLL Look | BIOLOGICALLY,

Like vs7 NOTHING WiLL
CHANGE.

BUT WHEN You 6UYS START
INVENTING STORIES ABOUT
GREAT &0DS AND CHOSEN
PeoPLES, YOU'LL BE ALL
SET To CREATE HUGE
CITIES AND EMPIRES...

BT —= ||| L]

...AND eveN JoINT STock
COMPANIES....

e

POCTOR FICTION 1S
ABSOLUTELY RIGHT!

I CAN CORROBORATE {

WELL, THEY SOUND VERY NiCE, THESE Bi&
NETWORKS IN THE FUTURE.... T WAS THINKING
OF TAKING MY ANNUAL SPIRIT TRIP SOON....
MAYBE I CAN VISIT?

5 PERFECT TIMING,
You LooKING THE LATEST
FOR A VACATION “EANTASY TRIP
PeSTINATIONT TRAVEL" IS

JusT ouT!
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FOR SHAMANS, WITCH DOCTORS, DRUIDS...

Q SERIGHO OASES

©

e 10,000 years ago
e 1,000 inhabitants
° 1 small temple

» Help bring in the first sheaves of the harvest!
P Experience the local goat sacrifice ceremony!

SPECIAL
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The Anatolia of your dreams!

* 9,000 years ago
L ® 5 000 inhabitants
ol 4 - ' * 63 shrines

% [ : x :

» Don’t miss the spring bull festivall
> Improve your luck in life with a bull sacrifice! d
» Worship the great female spirit!

> Rest easy in Neolithic luxury!

OFFER

OVHIE TOIE

Q WEEOFPO7TAMEY

Where the fun never stops!
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P Visit the Abzu temple of €nki, god of deep waters and magic!
» Let Ishtar teach you all about love, sex... and war!
»Try out the 12-step Gilgamesh Immortality Plan™!

e 5,000 years ago
* Hingdoms of more than
100,000 inhabitants

Ve FOREVER
I, | NOW—ASK ME How




They'U blow your

...AND LAWVYERS

QLOHIER (el AR

® 4,500 years ago
® 1 million inhabitants...
e ...1 pharaoh to rule them all!

» Have the jackal-headed Anubis weigh
your soul against a feather!

P> Get your body mummified at the
local spal

» Lose yourself inside a pyramid!

jjiinatiiassos sxzasanzataaanl (1

ALL-INCLUSIVE
PACKAGE

A Roman Feast

* 2,000 years ago
® 50 million subjects

»Visit the amphitheater to see unforgettable shows!

P Let yourself run wild in the Saturnalial

»Take a trip to the underworld with our award-
winning guide, Virgill

» Make a reservation before the Ides of March and

win an exceptional tour of the Senate with a
lecture series by Cicero!

(__,_,._""‘

S g

S

Q @ele QY EDY

Become one with the Qin!

° 2,200 years ago
® 40 million subjects

» Mass parades featuring 100,000 soldiers!

» Dazzling rituals at the court of the Son of Heaven!
» Join the ranks of the famous Terracotta Army!

P Let all your defenses down! Resistance is futile!

UNBEARTABLE

o |

%
A ¢

N ;'
j:T - ‘.

Dizclaimer: The Fantasy Trips corporation is not llable for
any wars and/or genocides and/or slavery and/or mass
exploitation in its recommended destinations. Millions of
humans may have been harmed during the making of this
brochure.



o# MY! T HAD No iDea COOPERATION MAY SOUND ALL FLUFFY AND

MYTHOLOGY COULD CREATE ALTRUISTIC, BUT T'S NOT ALWAYS VOLUNTARY...
SUCH GIANT NETWORKS AND (TS HARDLY €VER EGALITARIAN.

OF COOPERATION! PRETTY 9,

z el e

IMPRESSIVE! <5 coPOEIO Gnalat 15t

— el e e
DI dlof 96 crnmnded g ina 1
BUT WHAT'S ﬁﬂmvmm :

IN THE FiNe %

L - -
MOST HUMAN COOPERATION | THOSE FAMOUS ROMAN AMPHITHEATERS } h
NETWORKS RELIED | MANY OF THEM WERE BUILT BY SLAVES. =
ON OPPRESSION AND : A =
EXPLOITATION. : = = —
= " ﬂ] r_n | gl

Ehnn

i @mummrr‘ 1=

S RERICTTrS
NS 7‘“ | a @l

b LIS
|| AND WHAT FoR7 So BoReD . - I Seg, So, UM, I MIGHT RECONSIDER THAT
= Rick Romans coutd waten [l il EVEN FRISONS AND CONCENTRATION TRIP.... ]
1 CAMPS ARE COOPERATION

" oTHER SLAVES FiGHT FOR
THEIR LIVES IN GRUESOME
&LAD.A'rcmAL cnm&m*

i Iif}j{ ]|

Pme.:___.

| =g

MAYRE I'LL JUST Do THE USUAL
MUSHROOMING, THANK You.

NETWORKS, &€DDIT7 THE ONLY i ‘
WAY THEY WORK (S BY HAVING

THOUSANDS OF STRANGERS
COORDINATING WHAT THeY Do.

R e

MY O

No PRoBLem!
WHATeVER DoES
T For You!




...AND THIS, THE
ROMAN EMPIRE...

By

—

THE QIN
EMPIRE...

BABYLONIA...
.\ulm

7 3 :

2 -W I
THEY WERE ALL BUILT \ﬂh,_
ON FiCTIONAL STORIES. B il

THEY WERE ALL fﬁﬁ = I
“IMAGINED ORDERS"! it

LY

|

THE SOCIAL NORMS THAT KePT
THEM GOING WEREN'T BASED
ON INSTINCTS...

-

...OR ON
PERSONAL
ACQUAINTANCES...

. BUT ON

BELIEF IN
SHARED
MY THS.

YoU REMEMBER MY FRIEND ARMANDT REMEMBER
HOW I HAD eXPLAINED THAT CORPORATIONS ARE
FICTIONAL STORIES ToO! :

—

2 A e
pENEE e~ ¢

i‘ L

WHAT'S UE, Doc?
I See ALL ROADS REALLY
Do LEAD TO ROME....

IT'S THE SAME WiTH
KINGDOMS, EMPIRES AND even
MODERN STATES. THEY'RE ALL
BASED ON MYTHS.

87

THAT'S ONE OF THE
MOST DIFFICULT THINGS
To UNDERSTAND ABOUT
HSTORY—BUT ALSO ONE OF
THE MOST IMPORTANT.

COUPLE OF FAMOUS MYTHS IN
HISTORY... HAMMURABI'S coDe AND
THE AMERICAN DECLARATION OF

INDePenNDeNCE...,

So LET'S TAKE A LOOK ﬂfﬁ

o




A336 YEPRS THE BABYLONIAN EMPIRE— BLACK SEA S
s FORGED THROVGH CONQUEST AND o
DIPLOMALY—WAS ONE OF THE
LARGEST STATES IN THE \WORLD. ‘
i — TURKEY
L ZARS AN IR
B T s 7 i ===
=-_‘¥=l-1 == =5 BTk rh_—‘-“-“'
= =N & for
. i i ‘.‘;‘g J MEDITER- SZHEA
e RANEAN
1N :
ANNE
THE EMPIRE RULED
BABYLON, WAS PROBABLY MOST OF MESOPOTAMIA,
THE WORLD'S Bi&6GEST .
RED :
St : - ARABIA
BABYLON'S KING THE LOUVRE MUSEUM
i V THERE WERE THREE REASONS
WAS THE FAMOUS IN PARIS, TODAY. ™| | ¢or pispLAYiNG THE c.nlfs: To
HAMMURAB.. HE'S BASICALLY FAMOUS BECAUSE Eﬁﬁﬁ' uP HPlMMURﬁIBL To UNﬂ"EEFfN

OF A TEXT NAMED
AFTER HiM, THE
W cobe.

IT'S A LIST
OF LAWS
AND Le&hLl
DECISIONS
He made.

A UNIFYING LEGAL SYSTEM
RIGHT ACROSS THE BABYLONAN
EMPIRE... AND To TEACH FUTURE
GENERATIONS ABOUT

JUSTICE AND HOW
A FAIR KING
Poes HiS Job!

AND FUTURE SeNerATIONS YIS
SURE DID TAKE IT )
SERIDUSLY.

HIS EMPIRE COLLAPSED.

ALL THE INTELLECTUAL AND BUREAUCRATIC Bi& SHOTS IN MESOPOTAMIA
MADE A Bi& DEAL OF THE CoDe, AND APPRENTICE SCRIBES WERE STiLL
COPYING IT oUT HUNDREDS OF YEARS AFTER HAMMURAR DiED AND

=




THOSE MESOPOT AMIANS RIGHT AT THe START
OBVIOUSLY THOUGHT THAT IT SAYS THAT THE &0DS
THIS CoDE WAS A TEMPLATE ANV, ENLIL AND MARDUK
FOR PERFELT SOCIAL ORDER. APPOINTED HAMMURABI TO,

1 | AND I QuoTe, "Make TuSTice
PREVAIL IN THE LAND."

VERY WELL, MY LORDS.

HAMMURARI, THOU SHALT ABOLISH 1
So Be (T.

THE WICKED AND THE evil, AND
THOU SHALT PREVENT THe
STRONG Fﬂ?‘-‘l OPPRESSING
THE WeAak!

THERE ARE LIKE 300 TUDEMENTS WoUuLD You Be A Doll AND ReaD
IN THE coDe, AND THEY ALL oUT A FeW PASSAGEST
FOLLOW THE SAME FORMULA.

_—

_‘4er X HAPPENS...
=il

...THE JUDEMENT
is Y-H'

Yikes, iT'S Time
FOR THE ORAL EXAM

AND I HAVEN'T
MeEMORIZED IT ALL
yvetl!ll

198. IF A NoBLeMAN
SHOULD BLIND THE EYE OF A
COMMONER, HE SHALL DELIVER

SIXTY SHekeLS of SiLver.

199. IF A NOBLEMAN SHOULD 4

BLIND THE EYE OF A SLAVE
BELONSING To ANOTHER NOBLEMAN,
HE SHALL DELIVER HALF OF THE
SLAVE'S VALVE iN SILVER SHEKELS....

209. IF A NOBLEMAN STRIKES A
NoBLEWOMAN AND CAUSES HER TO
MISCARRY HER FETUS, HE SHALL DELIVER

TEN SHEKELS FOR HeR FE'IE:V::

240. TF THAT \WomAN SHOULD Dig, HiS DAUGHTER
SHALL BE KiLLED.

241. IF HE SHOULD CAUSE A COMMONER
WOMAN TO MISCARRY HER FETUS, HE SHALL
DELIVER Five SHEKELS.

212. IF THAT COMMONER
WOMAN SHOULD Dig, He
SHALL DELIVER THIRTY
SHEKELS OF SiLVeER.

213. IF He SHoULD STRike
A SLAVE-\WOMAN OF A
NoBLEMAN AND THeEReBY
CAUSE HER TO MISCARRY HER
FETUS, HE SHALL DeLIvER




I |
WHAT DO You MAKE FORSOOTH... "TiS FiNe HoLY &0DS! THE EXAM
OF ALL THIS, LADY AND FAIR IN MiNE eYe! INSPECTOR'S HeRe Too!

JTusTice?

W~ww
SHOULD Dig, He SHALL
DELIVER TWENTY

AFTER THE LIST OF HIS JUDEMENTS, HAMMURAB! VERY &00D. I See THAT BABYLON'S
DECLARES THAT HIS LAWS WERE ESTABLISHED To SOCiAL ORDER HATH BEEN ROOTED ABSO-TOTAL-UTELY!
“DiReCT THE COUNTRY ALONG THE COURSE OF TRUTH IN UNIVERSAL—NAY ETERNAL—
AND TUSTICE. — | | erincipLes of TusTice, veriLy
DICTATED BY THE GREAT &ODS.

HE PRoCLAIMS: "I AM
HAMMURABI, NOBLE KING."

“I HAVE NOT BEeN CARELESS
OR NEGLIGENT TOWARD
HUMANKIND, WHO WERE 6RANTED
To MY CARE BY THE &0D
ENLIL, AND WHOSE SHEPHERDING
WAS ENTRUSTED To Me BY /.7
THE 60D MARDUK."
N

THAT'S eNov&H READING. COULD YOU | um, YeS, oF CouRSe! 0000, PEOPLE IN EACH CLASS

TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT THE BASIC| UM... FIRST, HIERARCHY iS AND OF EACH GENDER

PRINCIPLES OF BABYLONIAN TUSTICE, [REALLY, REALLY IMPORTANT. [ T3 HAVE DIFFERENT
ACCORDING TO THE CODE, | VALVES. THE LiFE OF A

F_rﬁzbé ARE W;ﬁg &:‘: o COMMONER WOMAN 1S
GENDERS WORTH—WAIT, WAIT—

THREE CLASSES. THIRTY SiLVER SHEKELS...

vy

WOMAN'S
TWENTY SiLveR

>§HESK€LS.. s

BUT A MALE
COMMONER'S EYE, HIS
EYE ALONE, IS WORTH

SIXTY. You kKNOW,
‘tAvSE HE'S, WeLL,
A MAN.

90



THE KING.
THE WiFe

DOES THIS SUPER IMPORTANT| ORDER'S REALLY FAIR. WE DON'T MAKE “THE CHILDREN BELONG TO THE ) yaimuRABIT DECREED
HIERARLHY APPLY TO! EXCEPTIONS FOR ANYONE! SO THERE'S FATHER T IT WAS VERY CLEAR iN THE
THe BeDRooM.

THE PeoflLe
BELONG TO

BELONGS TO
THE HUSBAND.
THE CHILDREN

BELONG TO
THE FATHER.

a{nﬁu@mﬁﬁ’s DAVGHTER, THE
KILLER'S DAUGHTER SHALL BE
EXECVTED IN PUNISHMENT.

DESTROYED ANOTHER MAN'S
PROPERTY, RIGHT? SO
SURELY iT'S ONLY FAIR THAT
HiS PROPERTY'S DESTROYED
AS PUNISHMENTT

WHAT KIND
OF A TRICK

QUESTION WAS
THATT77

FELICITATIONS, YOUNG MAN.
AND BOUNTIFUL THANKS FoR
THINE CLARITY!

Ho! Ho!
INDEED, THIS YOUNG
STUDENT VERITABLY

UNDERSTANDS
BABYLONIAN TUSTICE,
poCTor FicTion!

T, THeNT
piD I PASS7

IF KING HAMMURABI('S
SUBTECTS ALL ACCEPTED THEIR
POSITION IN YONDER HIERARCHY,
IF THEY ALL ACQUITTED
THEMSELVES ACCORDINGLY, THEN
BY MY TROTH THE EMPIRE'S
MILLION INHABITANTS CouLd
INDEED COOPERATE EFFECTIVELY.

FOR ALL TS MEMBERS AND EFFICIENTLY
DISTRIBUTE THESE SAID PROVISIONS.

P —

FURTHERMORE, (T CouLD PROTECT (TSELF
AGAINST ENEMY ONSLAVGHTS, YEAH, AND
EXTEND TS TERRITORIES TO ENSURE EVER
MORE WEALTH AND GREATER SECURITY.
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WHITHER LEADEST THOU,

You Seeg, 3,500 YeARS
AFTER HAMMURABI DigD,
ANCTHER PRINCIPLE OF
JUSTICE WAS CREATED

INHABITANTS OF
A3 BRITISH COLONIES IN NORTH
AMERICA HAD THIS FEELING THAT
THE KING OF &REAT BRITAIN WASN'T
PLAYING FAIR WITH THEM.

BeeN CALLED INDEPENDENCE
HALL eVeR SINCE.

Niss

EXCVUSE ME... ARE YOU

L DOCTOR FiCTioNT c_—':'L |
'i — [<] e Al
5 il TO PHILADELPHIAL I WANT
e To COMPARE HAMMURAB('S =
=  e=== coDE WITH THE AMERICAN  [=i=
= 5‘1 PECLARATION OF | =
| | :—___ InNDePeNDENCE.... | ;-:
LR — : =¥l =
.?ﬂ]‘_ = - : =
SRR |1 R == © e
M\':(d'f P l BT g
) [ % - -
I\ - ' 2 Qs
THEIR REPRESENTATIVES MET
RIGHT HERE, AND THIS BUILDING'S

HERE FOR THE COMICS
CONVENTIONT

IT WAS JuLY 4,
HI6.

THAT WAS THE DAY THe
CoLONIES DeciDeDd: We'Re
DONE WITH BEING SUBTECTS
oF THE BRITISH CROWN.

THEY WROTE A
PECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE PROCLAIMING
UNIVERSAL AND ETERNAL
PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE.

WELL, YEAH, BUT
THe NUMBER ONE

AND, AS HAMMURARI HAD BeFoRe
THEM, THE AMERICANS CLAIMED
“TWAS A DIVING POWER THAT PRINCIPLE DICTATED BY
BESTOWETH THEIR UNVERSAL " Tg AMERICAN 60D WAS
PRINCIPLES. TUST A TEENSY BIT DiFFERENT
THAN IN BABYLONIAN Times.




I  couLd You RepD ouT THoSE
E— 1\ LINES AGAIN, MY DEAR ADAMST

HEM~-HEM... WHY, OF COURSE,
MISTER JEFFERSON. "wWe HoLD
THESE TRUTHS To BE SELF-
EVIDENT, THAT ALL MEN ARE
CREATED EQUAL, THAT THeY
ARE ENDOWED BY THEIR
CREATOR WIiTH CERTAIN
UNALIENABLE RIGHTS,

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS.”

THAT AMONG THESE
ARE LiFE, LIBERTY AND

TNDGED YES. A5 VATH HAMMURALIS RIGHT, BUT, A CHALLENG, PAMN RIGHT! THAT'S
CoDE, THIS AMERICAN FOUNDING CRM... ONLY iF FORSOOTH! €N MORE | SOMETHING ELSE IT
DOCUMENT PROMISETH THAT THEY ABIDE BY So BECAUSE FUTURE [ HAS IN COMMON WiTH
PEOPLE IN THEIR MILLIONS SHALL THESE SACRED GENERATIONS MUST | HAMMURABI'S CoDE....
COOPERATE IN A COMELY MANNER, NiVERSA ACLEPT [T ToO.

AND SHALL LIVE iN SAFETY AND UNIVERIAL e
Peace (N A JUST AND PROSPEROUS e '\ CENTURY AMERICAN
SOCIETY.

SCHooL KIDS STiLL COPY
ouUT THE DECLARATION
AND LEARN T

| Do You KNOW -r#em?ﬂd
T%
C

A

No, We A&ReeD
THeRe SHoULD BE NO
MORE THAN FIVE OF US...
AND We STIPULATED
"“WHITE MEN ONLY.”

Hi, GENTLEMEN, SORRY WE WANTED To POINT OUT THAT
To BOTHER You iN YOUR FRESHLY DRAFTED DECLARATION
YOUR FiNAL OF INDEPENDENCE CLAIMS TO SET OUT
DELIBERATIONS. UNIVERSAL AND ETERNAL PRINCIPLES

OF TUSTICE IN EXACTLY THE SAME
WAY AS HAMMURABI'S cove. _/

AND YET,
BY MY TROTH,
)r‘ “ li]! BOTH TEXTS

BeLY eplH
OTHER

z* .

M 1/ o MATTER, 0UR
:'_.- WORK. 1S
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IN THiINE
EYES, ALL MeEN
ARE EQUAL,

AND YET IN every
BABYLONIAN'S EYES
THEY ARE VERITABLY
NoT S0.

_..--""""




IT'S ONLY NATURAL! OF COURSE OUR
DECLARATION IS FAIRER AND MORE
REASONABLE THAN SoME MONSTROSITY
WRITTEN BY ANCIENT HEATHENS!

AND YET KiING HAMMURABI \WoULD PARRY
THIS, SAYING THAT THOU ART WRON& TO
See ALL MeN AS EQUALS, THAT "TiS So
ONLY IN THINE mMiS&viDeD eYe!

A <5

1\
N
~

H

/

I'Ve NeVER HEARD THE LIKE OF IT!
WHY, IT IS SELF-eVIDENT THAT
WE ARE RIGHT !

1’

D[

- (5P 3
N wﬂﬂ
'

.q

T MAY TROUBLE THEE TO HEAR
THIS, BUT BOTH HAMMURABI
AND YOUR &00D SeLveS WROTE
ONLY WHAT YOU IMAGINED....

HE IMAGINED A
WORLD &OVERNED
BY HIERARLHY. You
IMAGINED A \WORLD
GOVERNED BY EQUALITY.

AND THESE UNIVERSAL
PRINCIPLES OF YOURS
DON'T EXIST ANYWHERE
EXCEPT IN YOUR FERTILE

MY THS YoU INVENT AND

—

TeLL eALH OTHER.

4L2228.8

IMAGINATIONS, AND IN THE

ALAS, THESE PRINCIPLES
ARE FAR REMOVED FROM
THE UNIVERSAL LAWS
OF PHYSICS OR BIOLO&Y,

WHAT ON EARTH ARE You SAYINGT!
ARE You -rmfims- TO CONVINCE VS
THAT EQUALITY AMONG HUMANS

"'E'.i MY TH? 7

BY MY TROTH,

yes! INDeeD, ALL
OF THIS ReSIDES IN

HUMAN IMAGINATION|

EQUAL, No7

T

_i/f gl

s
H
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BUT SURELY T 1S A SCIENTIFIC WELL, LET'S 6€T Science iw?weot

TRUTH THAT WE ARE ALL COME WITH VS, We'LL ASk Her!
0 '
’ ¢




; WE'VE ARRIVED,
MADAM.

1 THAT'S very kinD Y[
A\ OF You, ARMAND. /1]

N | T

GENTLEMEN, MAY T INTRODUCE PROFESSOR
SARASWATI, A SPECIALIST IN BIOLO&Y.

= oort Zitt7] | A 600D DAY To You,
i TooT! ] GenNTLemeN!

AND DoN'T TRY To Be
RIGHT, THEY'LL FLIP
YOUR THOUGHTS LIKE A

PANCAKE, Hi! Hi!

PON'T LISTeEN
To Him, IT'S
JUST FRENCH

S0, PROFESSOR, WE WANT! ARE ALL HUMANS

To ASK...

BIOLOGICALLY €QuALT




THIS DECLARATION.... |

LET'S TAKE ) ]
A CLOSER Look AT

We hold these truths
to be self-evident,
that all men are created
equal, that they are
endowed b:; their Creator
with certain unalienable
rights, that among these
are life, I.i.be.rf:tj and the
pursuit of happiness.

e

We hold bhese Eruths

confirmed by the available

evidence that all men are
ereoted evolved equal,

that they are endowed bj

their Creokor with certain
uhalienable rights, that
among these are Life,
Li.barl:g and the Fursui.l:

of happiness.

N DIFFERENCES....

QUITE SO, THANK You, LADY JuSTice!
THEN I NeeD To CHANGE THS Too.
BECAVSE evoLUTION ReLieS oN

We hold these bruths

m’f‘ﬂmﬁ by the available | q HOLY, BVERY PERSON HAS
evidence thal all men are N A SoUL CREATED BY <OD
erented evolved ' & ;
evolved equde AND ALL SOULS ARE EQUAL
ﬁwl’, Ekﬁt EkE'j are ‘I'H' THE eYes oOF mp!
endowed bj Eheir Creator -
with eesbatic unalienable

rights, that amonq these
are life, i.i.berﬁj and bhe
pursuit of happiness,

96

WHAT BLASPHEMY! IN
THE NAME OF ALL THAT'S

I'LL CROSS
THIS oVT....

We hold these truths
lee—b-e—ee-bf-e-ﬁi-e‘eewl!’
that all men are created
equal, that El«e.-j are
endowed bj their Creator
with certain unalienable
rights, that among these
are life, I.i,be.r‘tj and the
pursuit of happiness,

T e == =T

WHAT DO You MeAN BY | NAY, 600D SIR, THE LATEST
THIST IT WAS 0D WHo | BIOLOGICAL EVIDENCE AVERS
CRepTED menN! THAT MeN WeRe NoT
e Ao\  CReATED" BY ANY GO,
THEY evoLVeD....

You'RE SUGGESTING PEoPLE ARE EQUAL
BeCAUSE You, I MEAN MODERN AMERICANS,
BELIEVE IN THE CHRISTIAN MYTHS OF CREATION
AND OF ETERNAL SOULS.

THESE ARE NOT MYTHS! IT IS A
SELF-eVIDENT TRUTH THAT EVERYONE IS
EQUAL BECAVUSE oD CREATED THEM So!




HmM... T've BeeN

DYiNG To ASK.... BUT, WE'LL come BACK To THAT.

FOR NOW, LET'S KEEP LISTENING
To PROFESSOR SARASWATI'S
EXPLANATION.

WHEN You SaY
“everyone,” Do You
MEAN BLACK PEoPLE
AND \WoMEN Too?

BIOLOGICAL RESEARLH
SHOWS THAT everY INDIVIDUAL
CARRIES A SUBTLY DIFFERENT
GENETIC CoDe AND, FROM
THE MOMENT WE'RE BORN,
WeE'RE ALL €XPOSED TO
DIFFERENT INFLUENCES BY OUR
ENVIRONMENT.

CHARACTERISTICS—AND
THESE MAaKE US MORE OR

THIS ALL TRANSLATES INTO POCTOR FICTION,
OUR DEVELOPING DIFFERENT LIGHTS, PLEASE.
LESS LikeLY To SURVIVE.

IT'S A LITTLE LikE THE
FAMOUS STORY OF THe
GIRAFFE'S NECK, You See!

OVER THOUSANDS OF GENERATIONS, THE
LONGEST-NECKED GIRAFFES MATED WITH OTHER
LONG-NECKED GIRAFFES AND THE SPECIES
GRADUALLY EVOLVED A LONGER NECK THAN ANY

OTHER ANIMAL ON THE SAVANNA.

&IRAFFES LIKE TO EAT ACACIA LEAVES,
WHICH OFTEN GROW VERY HiGH VP, SO
THE GIRAFFES WITH THE LONGEST NECkKS

HAD THE BEST CHANCE OF SURVIVAL.

¢ ”//7/ v

/ W
72 e i T
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DIFFERENTLY.”

so “creaTeDd NOW, IN THE SAME WAY THAT HUMANS
€QUAL” SHOULD WeRE NeveRr “CReATED,” BIoLOGY DOESN'T
ACTUALLY ACCEPT THAT THERE'S A "CREATOR” WHO
repD “evolveDd

L WHICH 1S WHY “enNDoweD BY THEIR cRepToR”
SHoULD BE RePLACED BY “BORN.”

o . o ¥

EVOLUTION HAS No SPeCIFiC

We hold these Eruths

confirmed by the available
evidence thalt all wmen are

ereaked evolved equet

dlfferehl:lj ;
that they are born

with certain unalienable
rights, that among these

are life, Ll'.bE.'l‘!:'j and the
pursuik of happiness,

/\“emowau” THEM WITH ANYTHING...

3

We hold these Erubhs

bobesebi—evicdend;
confirmed by the available
evidence thal all men
humans ere—ecreaked

evolved d.bffzrehﬂ’,
that they are born

with certain aweatienabte
rights mutable
characteristics, that among
these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.

- _ N
N J}/
!fr., Lt .

= ~ —

i

7,

BIRDS DON'T FLY
BECAVSE THEY HAVE
A “RigHT" To,
BUT BecAvSe
THEY HAVE WINGS.

PURPOSE, IT'S JUST A BLIND
PROCESS, LEADING TO
THE BIRTH OF DIFFERENT

INDIVIDUALS. )

—

SO THERE 1S NAVGHT IN THE REALM OF
BIOLOGY ONE COULD LIKEN TO A RIGHT,

NOTHING AT
ALL. THERE
ARE TUST ORGANS,
ABILITIES AND
CHARACTERISTICS!

AND IT'S NOT TRUE THAT
THESE OREANS, ABILITIES
AND CHARACTERISTICS ARE

LOTS OF THEM ARE
CONSTANTLY MUTATING
AND THEY MAY EVENTUALLY
DISAPPEAR ALTOGETHER.

‘oNALieNABLE.”

TAKE THE OSTRICH, FOR
exXamPLE...
o

S‘; \
AN

-

..A BIRD
THAT'S
LOST THe
ABILITY TO
FLY.
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WE SHOULD ALSO
DELETE THE WORD
“LiBerTY."

SURELY, THOUGH, WE CAN
SAY THAT LIBERTY IS IN
OUR NATURE?

LIBERTY 1S A POLITICAL IDEAL RATHER THAN A
BIOLO&GICAL PHENOMENON. I PERSONALLY Like
THIS IDEAL VERY MUCH, BUT I DON'T CONFUSE

IT WITH BIOLOGICAL REALITY.

AND LASTLY, I'LL RePLACE
“HaPPINESS” WITH “PLeasure.”

WHAT Do You
HAVE AGPINST
rAPPINESST

So Here T
1S AGAIN!

SO FAR, BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH
HASN'T MANAGED To DeFiNe
HAPPINESS. OR TO MEASURE T

OBJIECTIVELY. MOST BIOLO&GICAL
STUDIES RECOGNIZE ONLY THE

eXISTENCE OF PLEASURE, WHICH
1S MUCH EASIER TO DEFiNE AND

TO MEASURE.

Before: We hold these brubhs to
be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights, thak
among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of happiness

After: We hold these bruths to
be confirmed by the available
evidence, Eha? all humans
evolved differently, that they
are born with certain mutable
characteristics, that among these
are Life, and the pursuil of
Fle&sura.

T T

9



yoﬁmﬁj:p iﬁf@iﬁ 3 T ALL PEOPLE ARE BIOLOGICALLY m:mun’ To ESTABLISH. TEXT WoulD INSPIRE
EQUAL, WE MUST BeLieve THAT We ANYONE TO FIGHT THe

;.\ ARE ALL EQUAL IN ESSENCE. ReDCOATS?
P
ONLY oN

IF THIS WeRE AN ESSAY iN ﬂ i e
‘ il [ N iF WE WERE PERSUADED THAT A WAR To WiN, m A Do You THiNK YOUR
NO

OR PAY TAXES TO THe

THIS PReEMISE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT )
CAN We e
ESTABLISH o )
A STABLE AND MY TEXT MAY NOT BE
PROSPEROUS SCIENTIFICALLY ACCURATE,
/_:,_/’ 7 FoR YOUR EXPLANATIONS, SoCieTY. BUT iF PEOPLE BeLieve
BUT WE STiLL HAVE NO IN 1T, IT WilLL CREATE A

INTENTION OF CHANGING
OUR DECLARATION.

BETTER WORLD! /j

WE ALL BELIEVE IN SOME KIND OF IMAGINED ORDER. NOT BECAVSE r's
OBJTECTIVELY TRUE—NUH-VH! IT'S JUST THAT BELIEVING IN IT HELPS US
COOPERATE AND KEEP SOCIETY IN BETTER SHAPE.

IM WAY oUT OF MY DEPTH
TALKING ABOUT WARS AND TAXES,
GENTLEMEN, PLEASE, YOU 60 AHEAD
AND IMAGINE WHATEVER You NeeD To
KEEP YOUR SOCIETY IN ORDER....

THAT'S 4
EXACTLY WHY
We CALL 1T
AN “IMAGINED
oRDeR.”

A WORD OF COUNSEL, THOUGH,.
SHOULD You DRAFT AGAIN
ANON, PRAY INVITE WOMEN To
CONTRIBUTE THEIR WiSDoM Too.
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BUT WHAT ARE WE TO
Deduce FRom THIS? bo You
MEAN THAT THESE IMAGINED
ORDERS ARE ALL LiEST

NeiTHer!

IMAGINED ORDERS ARE TUST
THE ONLY WAY To 6€T
LOTS OF STRANGERS TO
COOPERATE.

5
2o
o
2L
f'x |
-
=
: -
=2 - .-f'""'__,_,, _ o



A FRENCH WRITER CALLED VOLTAIRE
NEATLY SUMMARIZED THIS PROBLEM.
HE SAID: “FERHP-PS &0D DOESN'T
EXIST, BUT DON'T TELL MY SERVANT
OR HE MIGHT STEAL MY THINGS."
HAMMUR AR WoULD Have SAID THe

YES, I 6UESS
THeY
WOULD....

ISN'T 1T, Like, SHOCKING To SAY THAT HUMAN RIGHTS ARE JUST AS MUCH A
MYTH AS HAMMURABI'S TERRIBLE CoDE? =

IT'S SHOCKING To US, 206, BECAUSE IT'S OUR MYTH. BUT THeEN
THE BABYLONIANS WOULD HAVE BEEN SHOCKED BY YOUR AT TITUDE

D0 THEIR SACRED CoDE. £ : il i
W o S | U( o THOMAS
<7 - AT ! JeFFerRSoN

SIS ABOUT HOMAK

Ri&

a f ST AND THE

oL poogy CHAIRPERSON OF

= | or— THE FEDERAL

4 e RS ﬁ.fj.: :' Egﬁ?rﬁ
”., ] ARy £ rr'_* r UDI'.-LFiRS.

{ A NATURAL ORDER IS
| STABLE, UNCHANGING.
| TAKE GRAVITY, FOR
EXAMPLE, THAT'S
A NATURAL ORDER.
U\ IT STAYS THE SAME,
(I AWHETHER WE BELieve
‘Ui, IN [T OR NOT.

HOMO SAPIENS HAS
NO NATURAL RIGHTS.
NO MORE THAN THAT
SQUIRREL DOES...

AND PINE CONES
ARE NUTRITIOUS,

NO MATTER WHAT
WE IMAGINE.
! i __.:-_'; 1 DGLL-MS ON THe b ﬁ"/"[ ) ,f
II\ OTHER HAND... 3 U

Ll

SHALL We HAvE
AN ICE CREAM,
UNCLE YuvaLT

- a =i ¢ff?i_;‘

S -

IF JUST ONE INDIVIDUAL DOESN'T WANT To BELIEVE IN THE IMAGINED - BECAUSE THERE ARE ENOVGH
ORDER—BE T HUMAN RIGHTS OR THE DOLLAR BilL—iT'S NOT A _ At OTHER PEOPLE WHO DO
dlaine = - BELIEVE IN IT.

you TRYIN'A MAKE | D
ME BELiEvVE THIS - "1 NN R :
SCRAP OF PAPER 1S : |
WORTH SOMETHING, 7)? %/
YOUNG LADY? l £ =
.—‘JJJ-* ) [ 010000
or— ;:;:! £
— I
fﬁ; . ...--—-! v . I!",..,rf.f.r'#'
[ | .,
A L _
Wtare . - \ -
-
T
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IMAGING WHAT Would PPN i~ ol | o S
4 e WROP: S0 ol MANGGORS ] ] BELIEVING IN i‘r;ﬁmniﬁa- LSS M@ERMQR[KET

STOPPED BELIGVING IN MONEY....
WouLD FaLL APART!

EVER HAPPENS, RIGHT? 4A1.9 QUADRILLION PERCENT. PRICES
- POUBLED EVERY 15 HOURS!
ACTUALLY, (T DoES....

AND MORE OF TEN THAN

H” BUT NOTHING THAT EXTREME IN HONGARY iN 1946, INFLATION HIT

THE Joke WENT THAT PeoPLE PREFERRED THINGS LIKE THAT CoulLD HAPPEN ANYWHERE. IT
TAKING BUSES To TAXIS, BECAUSE IN A BUS You ALL DEPENDS ON WHETHER PeoPLe TRUST THe
PAY WHEN You BOARD, WHEREAS IN A TAXI You IMAGINED ORDER.

PAY AT THE eND.... |

Breaking News!

Since beginning of Covid-19 crisis,
Federal Reserve creates
trillions of additional USD!
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S0 HARD To keEP THEIR

=

STiLL BE THERE TOMORROW
MORNING. BUT HUMAN RI&GHTS ‘
AND THE DOLLAR...

- EXACTLY RIGHT. IMAGINED
No WONDER SAPIENS WORK ORDERS CONSTANTLY
RUN THE RISk OF
COLLAPSING.

ERAVITY WilL

IT'S CONSTANT WORK SAFEGUARDING AN IMAGINED ORDER.
AND IT OFTEN CALLS FOR VIOLENT MEASURES. ARMIES,
POLICE FORLES, TRIALS AND PRISONS WORK ROUND THE CLoCk
FORLING PEoPLE TD COMPLY WITH iMA&INED ORDERS. SO,
IRONICALLY, EVEN PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS SOMETIMES

3 T ]
REQUIRES VioLENCE! __/— :?(‘/?'*

AND (TS BEEN THE SAME FOR THOUSANDS OF
YEARS. IF AN ANCIENT BABYLONIAN BLINDED His
NEIGHBOR, (T Took AN ACT OF VIOLENCE TD
ENFORLE THE LAW OF "AN €Y€ FoR AN eYe"!

(v b e
VAL S s ] e

(Lt ™ LANANY =" .

Pnr %@E}?@%mﬁn ﬁ“:

AND WHEN, IN 1860, A MATORITY OF AMERICAN VOTERS
CONCLUDED THAT AFRICAN SLAVES WERE HUMAN BEINGS AND
SHOULD HAVE A RIGHT To LIBERTY, iT Took A BLOODY CiviL
WAR To MAKE THE SOUTHERN STATES Aé&Ree To THiS.

———

BUT iT TAKES MORE TO COOPERATE WITH ONE
THAN VIOLENCE AND PNGTHER, THE ELITES HAVE TO
COERLION TO SUSTAIN Balieve N SomeTHING.

AN IMA&INED ORDER.
SoMe PeoPLE HAVE TO
ReALLY BELIEVE IN IT...

YES, oR

INCLUDING HONOR,
SoLDieRs, PoLice PATRIOTISM,
. OFFiCERS, MANLINESS...
JUDGES AND

POLITICIANS...




WHAT IF WHOBVER'S AT THE TOP OF THE HEAP DOESN'T
BELIEVE IN ANYTHINGT WHAT IF, SAY, A SOCIETY'S LeD BY
A ToTAL CYNiCT

I

THAT RARELY HAPPENS.
REAL CYNICLS, PEOPLE WHO DON'T
BELIEVE IN ANY MYTHS, DoN'T
HAVE MUCH USE FOR POWER OR
WEALTH. S0 THEY WOULDN'T
EVEN TRY To REACH THE ToP.

En

i iﬂ'H

You SE€, IT DOESN'T TAKE MUCH To PRoVIDE THE BASIC
BIOLO&ICAL NEEDS OF A SAPIENS. BEYOND A LITTLE Foob
AND SHELTER, WHAT Do You NeeD WeALTH AND PoweR For7
You CAN BUILD PALACES, TAKE HOLIDAYS AROUND THE WORLD,
FINANCE ELECTION CAMPRAIGNS OR FUND YOUR FAVORITE
TERRORIST OR&GANIZATION...

BUT A TRUE CYNIC
WOULD FiND ALL THAT

SORT ofF THING UT TERLY
MEANINGLESS.

ALEXANDER THE &REAT ONCE
VISITED HiM AND OFFERED TO &IVE HiM
: ANYTHING HE WANTED.

WHAT CAN I Do
FOR You,

IF You coulD JUST move A
LITTLE To THE SiDe, THAT
WoULD BE PERFECT.... YoU'Re
BLOCKING MY SUN.
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EMPIRES ARE FAR MORE LIKELY TO BE BUILT

BY TRUE BELIEVERS THAN CYNICS.

['?fé/éf

nowe




' T = B 0 5O =3 03 = e ﬁ[

CHRISTIANITY WOULDN'T HAVE LASTED
2,000 YEARS UNLESS AT LEAST Some
OF ITS LEADERS HONESTLY BELIEVED
THE CHRISTIAN MYTHS....

IF BANKERS AND INVESTORS DIDNT
HAVE A DEEP FAITH IN CAPITALISM,
OUR CURRENT eCoNOMIC SYSTem

WOULD HAVE COLLAPSED LONG AGO.




HOW eXACTLY Do You €T PeoPLe To

BELIEVE IN AN IMAGINED oRDERT Qv%%

FIRST OF ALL... @ ) YOU MUST NEVER ADMIT THAT A
BUNCH OF PEOPLE INVENTED IT. You
SHOULD INSIST THAT THE ORDER YOUR
SOCIETY IS BASED ON 1S AN
OBJIECTIVE REALITY...

EVERYONE CONCERNED
NeeDS To BeLieve THAT
THE IMAGINED ORDER S
REAL—ABSOLVTELY NOT
IMAGINED....

=
CReATED BY 6REAT

&oDS OR LAWS OF
NATURE.

WOULDN'T You A&REE,
TeFrerSoN7 ALL PeoPLe
ARE EQUAL, RIGHTT

HOW ABOUT You, ADAM SMITH? A FREE MARKET
IS THE BEST ECONOMIC SYSTEM, RIGHTT

I DiD NOT INVENT
THAT RULE. THE
INVISIBLE HAND
ENFoRceS iT!

IT WAS NoT I WHo
SAID THAT, iT 1S
SeLF-eviDenT!
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AN IMAGINED ORDER TAKES
CONSTANT TEACHING FROM
THE CRADLE TD THE &RAVE!

LKE MILLIONS OF OTHER HUMANS IN HER
GENERATION, 20€ HERE IS TAVGHT TO
BELIEVE IN THE VALUES OF EQUALITY
AND LIBERTY THROUGH FAIRY TALES,

TV SHOWS, PAINTINGS, SONGS, ETIQUET TE

——

EVEN THROUGH ARCHITECTURE... IT'S SUPER IMPORTANT TO
INTEGRATE THE IMAGINED ORDER INTO THE MATERIAL WORLD.

Look AT Z0€E'S BEDROOM, FOR EXAMPLE... (T
FITS IN WiTH ONE OF THE Bi& CONTEMPORARY

BELIEFS IN THE WESTERN WORLD: iNDIVIDUALISM.
I MEAN, THE BELIEF THAT EVERY HUMAN BEING
IS A UNIQUE INDIVIDUAL WITH THEIR OWN
DESIRES AND OPINIONS.

i v

i

|

MODERN HOUSES OFTEN TURN THIS ABSTRACT CONCEPT
OF INDIVIDUALISM INTD A CONCRETE REALITY. FOR
EXAMPLE, THE HOUSE WHERE Z0€ WAS RAISED HAS
SEVERAL SEPARATE BEDROOMS. HER BROTHER AND

SISTER ALSO HAVE THeIR D‘N _ Rwﬂﬂ"ﬁ SPaCES. 1

|

AUTHORITY—eVEN THEIR PARENTS! AND ENSURE MAXIMUM

THESE PRIVATE SPACES SHELTER CHILDREN FROM OTHER PEOPLE'S

AUTONOMY.
}-...__

THEY ALLOW A CHILD To DeveLoP
INDIVIDUAL TASTES AND OPINIONS,
AND A RICH INNER \WORLD.,

HeY! wWHO DARES
To ENTER MY
TERR(TORY
UNANNoUNCeD?!7

STAY BACK,
INTRUDER!

108



Hvm! MAYRE We SHO{I.D_q THIS Room ALSO HAS A DOOR THAT

60 LOOK AT THE Bi& Z0€'S SISTER CAN LOCK WHENEVER
SISTER'S ROOM..... SHE LikeS. BETTER ASk PERMISSION
BEFORE GOING IN! EveN Her

PARENTS Do...

A CHILD GROWING VP Like THIS
CAN'T HELP SEEING HERSELF
AS AN “iNDiviDvaL.”

AND MORTAR! You €T PRIVATE LiFE. IT

((

L[ THEMYTHOF THE | | THIS LAYOUT CONSTANTLY TEACHES KibS THE
{ INDIVIDUAL HAS BEEN DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PRIVATE AND PUBLIC, AND
TURNED INTO BRICKS DEMONSTRATES EVERY INDIVIDUAL'S RIGHT TO HAVE A

A HouSe D‘[uiﬂggl} INTO VALVUE COMES FROM INSIDE THEMSELVES AND
PRIVATE INDIVIDUAL NOT FRoM oUTSIDE. ‘/

ALSO TELLS KiDS THAT THEIR TRUE

SPACES, WITH A FEW
coMMON AREAS Like
THE LIVING Room

AND KITCHEN.

You ToTALLY HAveE To Be TRUE To YOURSELF.
IF ANYBODY LAVGHS AT SOMETHING You SAY oR Do,
JUST I6NORE THEM AND SHUT THE DooR.

THEY DON'T KNOW THE ReAL You.

BUT T HASN'T
ALWAYS BEeN




YouR STATUS DEPENDED ON WHERE YouU WERE IN THE SoCiAL

HIERARCHY AND WHAT OTHER PeoPLe SAID ABOUT You. BEING
i THING IN T .

LAVGHED AT WAS THE WORST HING IN THE WDEJ;,___.__I_-—

+ =
P TAKE €UROPE IN THE MiDDLE

|| AGeS: PeoPLe DIDN'T BeLieve
IN INDIVIDUALISM—OR. PRIVALY.

VERY &000D, MY SoN! IF ANYONE SHOULD LAVGH AT You, ) }
You MUST DEFEND YOUR HONOR, EVEN iF iT COSTS You OBVIOUSLY, THERE WASN'T A WHoLE
Your LiFe! LOT OF PRIVALY IN A PEASANT'S

HOVEL. BUT SURPRISINGLY, EVEN
RICH PegnPw’s CASTLES RARELY
HAD CHILDREN'S BEDROOMS.

LIKE OUR MGBERH‘\\

INDIVIDVALISM, THE
VALVE SYSTEM IN
THe MIDDLE AGES
SHAPED EVEN THE
G ARCHITECTURE OF

THEIR CASTLES.
B

““i\)&

/

""'x._

COME WITH ME,
I'LL SHOW You!

—

NO WAY You WouLD ever See A
SCENE Like THIS BACK TH'EH

OUR YOUNG NOBLEMAN ACTUALLY SLEPT IN A LARGE ROOM
WITH A BUNCH OF SIBLINGS, SERVANTS AND RETAINERS.

i”.; llI III ,|,I'1l|l|1| iihl Einlhigiiillllﬂlﬂlﬂﬂh |IE]IH“ [.Jmluuluh

T

‘-\—-_‘l.__

|l
IIJ

WAIT! WHo
DARES CROSS
MY THReSHOLD
 UNANNouNCeDT!?

HE WAS ON SHOW THE WHOLE TIME, S0 HE ALWAYS HAD TO THINK

ABOUT WHAT OTHER PEOPLE MIGHT SEE AND SAY. WITH A CHiLDHOOD

Like THAT, oF COURSE
He DIDN'T BeLieve IN
INDIVIDUALISM OR THE
RIGHT To PRIVALY.
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MOST HUMANS WouLD NeveRr
ACCEPT THAT THEIR LIVES
ARE GOVERNED BY AN
IMAGINED ORDER. BUT LET'S
GET THIS STRAIGHT: ALL
HUMANS LIVE INSIDE THE
DREAMS OF DEAD PeoPLe.
HUMANS ARE BORN INTO A
WORLD SHAPED BY THE MY THS
OF THEIR ANCESTORS...
AND NONE OF THeEM eveRr
REALLY BREAK FREE.

I MEAN, LET'S TAKE A

LOOK AT THE MYTHS THAT
DICTATE WHAT PRESENT-DAY
WESTERNERS WANT. THESE

E-YTHS couLh Be... B

€VEN SUPPOSEDLY
PERSONAL DESIRES ARE
OFTEN DETERMINED BY

THE IMAGINED GRWR./-——-/J

ROMANTIC...

NATIONALIST...

Vora OAPITAL?-S-Q
l\

V

1 THOSE ARE ALL MYTHS CREATED BY
GENERATIONS OF HUMANS—THeY RE

NOT LAWS OF NATURE.
P




LET'S TAKE JUST ONE EXAMPLE OUT OF SO
MANY.... THE MY TH OF ROMANTIC CONSUMERISM,
WHICH MAKES PeoPLE Do
THINGS LikE SPEND A ToN
OF MONEY ON A VACATION
IN SOME FAR-OFF PLACE.

G GATE A

i | 1 m—

PEOPLE CAN WORK FOR MONTHS To SAVE MONEY
FOR VACATIONS LIKE THIS, THINKING \WHAT
THEY'RE DOING 1S PERFECTLY NATURAL....

BUT IT JUST WOULDNT OCCUR TO A FAMILY OF CHIMPANZEES
TO &0 ON VACATION IN A NEIGHBORING BAND'S TERRITORY.

WHEN PEOPLE 60 ON VACATION, THEY'RE NOT FULFILLING
SOME BIOLOGICAL NEED. THEY RE DRIVEN BY A CULTURAL
DESIRE FOR SOMETHING CALLED "EXPeERIENCES.”

BUT THEY HONESTLY BELieve THAT iT'S
NATURAL—ESSENTIAL, EVEN—FOR HUMANS TO
WANT THeSE "eXPeRriences.”

a—

AND THEY BELIEVE T THANKS To THE
MY THS OF CONSUMERISM AND ROMANTICISM.
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e

CONSUMERISM TELLS US THAT IN
ORDER TO BE HAPPY WE MUST
CONSUME AS MANY PRoDUCTS AND
SERVICES AS POSSIBLE.

IF We Feel SOMETHING'S MiSSING OR NOT
QUITE RIGHT, WELL, THEN \WE PROBABLY
NeeD To BuY Some PRoODUCT...

...0R
Service.

LITTLE FAIRY TALE CONVINCING VS
THAT HAVING A NeW PRODUCT OR
SERVICE WillL MAKE LiIFE BETTER.

EVERY TV COMMERCIAL 1S ANBTHG‘R\

ROMANTICISM WANTS EXPERIENCES AND CONSUMERISM
1S ONLY Too keeN To PRoViDE THEM—FOR A FeE.

THESE TWO HAVE A LOVE CHILD: THE INFINITE
"MARKET OF eXPeRieNCES” THAT UNDERPINS THE
MODERN TOURISM INDUSTRY.

/ MEANWHILE ROMANTICISM 1S ALL

ABOUT FEELINGS, EMOTIONS AND
EXPERIENCES. ROMANTICISM TELLS
VS THAT TO LIVE LIFE To THe
FULLEST, WE NEED MORE FEELINGS
AND MORE EXPERIENCES. SO
ROMANTICISM AND CONSUMERISM ARE
PERFECT BEDFELLOWS.

dl

THIS INDUSTRY DOESN'T SeLL AIRLINE TICKETS oR
HOTEL RoOMS, (T SELLS EXPERIENCES. AND BILLIONS
OF PEOPLE ARE HAPPY To PAY FOR THeM!
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W S0, WHEN A COUPLE FINDS THEIR RELATIONSHIP'S

IN TROUBLE, THEY DECIDE To BREAK INTO A
SAVINGS ACCOUNT AND TAKE A TRIP To PARIS.
THIS TRIP DOESN'T ReFLECT SoMe INDEPENDENT
DESIRE, TUST AN ARDENT BELIEF IN THE MYTHS
OF ROMANTIC CONSUMERI(SM.

1

I

NEVER IN HIS WILDEST DREAMS WOULD A WEALTHY ANCIENT
EGYPTIAN HAVE THOUGHT OF SOLVING A MARITAL CRISIS
BY TAKING HIS WiFe oN VACATION To BABYLON. No, HE
PROBABLY WOULD HAVE BUILT HER THE SUMPTUOUS ToMB
SHED ALWAYS WANTED.

LKE THE ANCIENT E6YPTIAN ELITE, MOST PEOPLE IN
MOST CULTURES SPEND THEIR LIVES BUILDING PYRAMIDS.
IT'S ONLY THE NAME, SHAPE AND Siz€ OF THeSe
PYRAMIDS THAT DIFFER FROM ONE CULTURE TO
ANOTHER.
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IT WouLD TAKE A
SUPERHUMAN EFFORT
To FRee MY PERSONAL
. DESIRES FRoM THE
\  iMAGINED ORDER....

9 782

anD iF I 0iD Succeed, N
I'M JUST THIS oNE
PERSON.
W

)

=
Iz

3§

=0

|
)

==
==
==
| srem——

—

2

e ——

/

TO REALLY CHANGE THE IMAGINED ORDER,

D NEED TO CONVINCE MILLIONS OF STRANGERS

TO COOPERATE WITH ME.

——

III}‘.L =2

G

BECAVUSE AN IMAGINED ORDER IS NOT

SOMETHING SUBTECTIVE THAT eXi5TS

IN MY PERSONAL IMAGINATION. IT'S

WHAT'S CALLED AN INTERSUBTECTIVE

REALITY: (T €XISTS IN THE SHARED
IMAGINATION OF THOUSANDS AND
MILLIONS OF PeoPLe.
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AND FOR THAT TO MAKE SENSE We

SOMETHING OBJIECTIVE

ALL. FOR eXAMPLE,
RADIOACTIVITY 1S
oBJECTIVE.

NEED To UNDERSTAND THE DIFFERENCE DoESN'T DEPEND ON RADIOACTIVE EMISSIONS DIDN'T wWaAIT
BETWeeN "obTecTive,"” "SuBTecTive! HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS FoR US To DiISCOVER THEM IN ORDER TO
AND “INTERSUBTECTIVE.” AND BELIEFS AT EXIST, AND THEY RE DANGEROUS EVEN

To PEOPLE WHO DON'T BeLieVE IN

THEM. MARIE CURIE SPENT MANY YEARS
STUDYING RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS, BUT
DIDN'T KNOW THEY MIGHT BE HARMFUL.

SHE DIDN'T ReALIZE RADIOACTIVITY COULD KiLl HeER... BUT
SHE STiLL DIED OF APLASTIC ANEMIA, A FATAL ILLNESS CAUSED
BY OVEREXPOSURE TO RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS.

D /-;:e' WAS LAID TO
REST HeERE, AT THE
> \.HTH*@.ON iN PARIS.
—
T T

IN CONTRAST, SOMETHING SUBTECTIVE DEPENDS ON AN
INDIVIDUAL'S CONSCIOUSNESS AND BELIEFS. IT eXiSTS iN JUST oNe
PERSON'S MIND. IF THAT PERSON CHANGES THEIR BELIEFS, THEN
THAT SUBTECTIVE THING ALTERS oR DISAPPEARS....

FOR EXAMPLE, MANY CHILDREN BELIEVE IN AN IMAGINARY
FRIEND THAT NO ONE ELSE IN THE WORLD CAN SEE OR HEAR.

THE IMAGINARY FRIEND €XISTS ONLY IN THE CHILD'S SuBTecTive
CONSCIOUSINESS. WHEN THE CHILD 6ROWS UP AND STOPS BELIEVING
IN T, THE IMAGINARY FRIEND FADES AWAY.
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SOMETHING INTERSUBTECTIVE €XISTS
WITHIN A COMMUNICATION NETWORK
THAT LINKS THE MINDS OF MANY
INDIVIDUALS.

o

BUT IF ENOUGH PEOPLE IN THE NETWORK
DIE OR CHANGE THEIR BELIEFS, THE
INTERSUBTECTIVE PHENOMENON MUTATES OR
DISAPPEARS. INTERSUBTECTIVE THINGS DON'T
EXIST IN THE SAME WAY AS RADIDACTIVITY,
BUT THeY STILL HAVE A HUGE IMPACT ON
THE WORLD,

L= |

LAWS, HUMAN RIGHTS, &0DS, NATIONS,
CORPORATIONS AND MONEY ARE
INTERSUBTECTIVE RATHER THAN oBJeCcTivE
THINGS, YET THEY'VE BEEN SOME OF THE
MOST IMPORTANT FORCES SHAPING HISTORY.

LN

FP "klj H' "

IF v /.

IF ONE PERSON CHANGES THEIR BELIEFS OR
EVEN DiES, IT DOESN'T MATTER MUCH.

)\z

-—-—"'-_'_-_.
|;|II'IIH-|
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FOR EXAMPLE, PEVGEOT ISN'T

-
@ THE IMAGINARY FRIEND OF

THE PevGeoT COMPANY'S CEo.

— -
—

THE PEUGECT COMPANY EXISTS
IN THE SHARED IMAGINATION
OF MILLIONS OF PeoPLE.

THE CEO0 BELIEVES IN

THE eXISTENCE OF THE
COMPANY BECLAUSE THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
BeELIeveES IN IT Too...

LAWYERS...

WORKERS ON THE FACTORY
LINES...

| -AND CAR DEALERS FROM FRANCE
ALL THE WAY To AUSTRALIA.

=

BANK...

TELLERS AT THe

IF JUST THe Cceo SUDDENLY STOPPED
BELIEVING IN PEVGEDT, HE'D SOON
FiND HIMSELF IN A PSYCHIATRIC
HOSPITAL AND SoMeEONE ELSE WOULD

TAkE HiS Job.

IT'S ALL PURE FiCTioN! THIS
TIME-TRAVELING DOCTOR FROM
THE FUTURE ToLD me! IT'S ALL
Fake! PevseoT DoeSN'T eXisT!

b

-
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IF 1 WeRe THeE onLY PERSON To STOP Beleving THE EURD, HUMAN RIGHTS AND FRANCE EXIST IN THE SHARED IMAGINATION

IN THE EURD OR HUMAN RIGHTS OR THE COUNTRY OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE, SO AN INDIVIDUAL LOSS OF FAITH WOULDNT THREATEN
OF FRANCE, TT WOULDN'T MATTER MUCH. THEIR EXISTENCE. —g

=T ﬁ A BiLL AND CiNDY

IMAGINED ORDERS ARE
INTERSUBTELTIVE, WHILH MEANS THAT To
CHANGE THEM WE'D NEED To CHANGE THE
MINDS OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE AT THE SAME
TIME, AND THAT'S NOT €ASY.

T =710
WHO IS
BUDDHA BROY?

f

CHANGE ON THAT SCALE CAN ONLY HAPPEN WITH
THE HELP OF A COMPLEX ORGANIZATION.

HE CHANGETD
HISTORY

A REALISTIC
DYSTOFPIA?

A POLITICAL
PARTY, AN
iDEOLOGICAL
MOVEMENT OR A
RELIGI0VS &GROVP.

IF YoU WANT TO ESTABLISH SUCH S0, FOR EXAMPLE, To DISMANTLE PEV&EOT, TO CHANGE THAT SYSTEM, §° -
COMPLEX ORGANIZATIONS, YOU HAVE To You'd HAVE TO RELY ON A MORE POWERFUL You'd Neeb To APPEAL To AN | = /7]
CONVINCE LOTS AND LOTS OF STRANGERS IMAGINED ORDER, LIKE THE FRENCH LEGAL EVEN MORE POWERFUL MY TH, A\
TO BERANE W NGW SHARGD MY/ THS. So SYSTem. Like THE FRENCH NATION. 7=
THE ONLY WAY TO CHANGE AN EXISTING 7
IMAGINED ORDER iS To SUBSTITUTE iT \‘\“‘ﬁ\?\ﬂ“ \&"‘ \ &

WITH ANOTHER IMP&INED ORDER. )

AND To DISMANTLE THeE
FRENCH NATION... WeLL,
You'd HAVE To FinND A
REALLY POWERFUL STORY.

' ' ‘:

1 @GN
=\ i [

\

)




g

THERE'S NO WAY OUT OF THE
IMA&INED ORDER. IF You BREAK
DOWN YOUR PRISON WALLS AND
RUN TOWARD FrReeDoM, You'Re
ACTUALLY JUST RUNNING INTO A
MORE SPACIOUS EXERCISE YARD IN
A Bi&G&ER PRISON.
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UP NEXT IN
SAPIENS

REQUEST UNITED-07
N°:4.8.15.16.23.42

ADMISSION FORM REQUIRED FOR ACCESS TO FOLLOWING CHAPTER

WARNING! BEFORE You ARE
AUTHORIZED TO CONTINVE
READING You NeeD A UNIS-0F
CERTIFICATE. You WiLL Be
GIVEN YOUR CERTIFILATE IF

AND ONLY IF THE FORM BELOW
1S RETURNED TO US CORRECTLY

comPLeTED.

PLEASE FILL IN

THE FORM BY
COMPLETING
THE BLANKS IN

LEGBLE WRITING.

SECTION A

I, the UNdersigned, ......cccceccceerrreenesressereereereanesaeesnans (*) do hereby give my sworn statement that I have

fully and accurately read the preceding chapters and I undertake to continue reading Sapiens
respecting all the rules, regulations and decrees issued by the interdepartmental committee for
administrative affairs, duly following the page numbers at the bottom of each page.

STRIKE THROUGH THE

SECTION B* PLEASE FILL IN APPROPRIATE ANSWER
AND DELETE WHERE

NAME: L_|Yes No Occasionally NOT APPLICABLE.
DATE OF BIRTH: L_| Contains Gluten Gluten Free
ADDRESS: L1 Married Single it’s complicated
FIRST LANGUAGE: L1 XXL XL L M S XS XXS
SECTION C* SECTION D*

Yes, I have received my copy of Sapiens as a gift,

Yes, I bought my copy of Sapiens and it was given

I paid: to me by:
By card A second cousin
By silver shekels The minister of education
Salted cucumbers Attila the Hun

See FuLL
ADDRESS oN CUT oUT THE FORM
sz REVERSE. PRECISELY ALONG THE
y DOTTED LiNE.

When you have duly completed this
document, our offices will take delivery
of it and process it so that a certificate in
the form of a, shapeless woolly hat can be
sent to you within six years.**

[~

* Required field.
** Bubject to availability.
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FORM To BE RETURNED
To: INTERDEPARTMENTAL
COMMITTEE FOR
META-ADMINISTRATIVE
AFFPIRS, DEPARTMENT C-22,
SECTION BFCH
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APRGH, THS IS Too
cLose To call!

C O

—_—

&0, 20€, 60!
JUST TeN MINUTES
LEFT To Score!

[eracue uTD | Fc TeL ViV

N

IT'S ToO MUCH FOR ME,
I NeeD To SiT DOWN....

124

CoMe ON, PASS iT To zoe! pasS
THE DAMN BALL To 2o€ell!




THAT'S MoRre Like (T! ¢o, 2o€!
sHooT! For PeTe’S Sake, SHooT!!

NS

HeY! You DIDN'T CHANGE THe
score! IT'S 24l

OoHH!
crookeD rer!!!

HMM... ACTUALLY,

THE 60AL DIDN'T
COUNT BECAUSE
THE PLAYER WAS
OFFSIDE....
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OFFSIDE7 WHAT
Do You mMeaN
oFFSIDE?

SO You'Re TRYING TO TeLL ME
MY Niece DIDN'T Score?

\.,
W

DON'T You kNoW THe
OFFSIDE RULET UNUSUAL
FOR SOCLER FANS...

Look AT YOUR Niece AND THE oTHeER PLAYERS ON
THE PITCH. THEY'RE NOT GETTING ALL STEAMED LP
LIKE You... BECAVSE THEY KNOW THe ruLes!

fr1

T

N b

o

. - 1-*“.___—

8UT 'S WHERE DiD A STUPID RULE
NoT Fair! Like THAT come FRom? IT
COMPLETELY RUINS THE &ame!
== __#d-
.. = | - . - ; 1
3 : re::. ; ﬂ?f—‘____ :‘ 3
= i -
7 S\
-‘-‘-""‘-I-.-_‘_-_l_-_

WELL, YES, THE RULES ARE DREAMED VP OUT
OF NOWHERE. BUT THEY DON'T RUIN THE 6AME.
WITHOUT THEM, THERE WOULD BE NO GAME.
THANKS To THESE RULES, 22 PeoPLe FRom TWo
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES, WHO HAVE NEVER MET BEFORE,
MANAGE TO PLAY VERY NICELY ToéeTHeER!

I Se€ WHAT You MEAN.... BUT

I WONDER |F WE HUMANS DON'T
SoMeTimMeS overDo IT WITH ALL
OUR RULES.

You KNOW, OTHER
ANIMALS PLAY GAMES
Too. TAKE Kiki, FOR
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SPEAKING OF
KIKI...

I THINK
THAT'S Her
HAVING p SPAT
WiTH MY Doé&

oH! I'm So Sorry!

IT'S FiNe,
NO HARM IN THeMm
HAVING A BIT
OF FUN.
—d
AREN'T THEY ADORABLE... BUT, CRUCIALLY, PERHAPS THAT'S WHY DOGS EXACTLY! THE GIRLS HERE
THE RULES OF THEIR 6AMES ARE LARGELY HAVE NEVER INVENTED 6AMES DON'T HAVE A SOCCER GENE,

WRITTEN IN THEIR 6ENES.

AS comPLEX AS Soccer! BUT—AS You SAID—THeY' Ve ALL

LEARNED THE SAME RULES, WHICH
IS HOW THEY CAN PLAY TOo&GETHER.

BUT STiLL, THAT OFFSIDE PEFINITELY! 20€ SCORED
RULE REALLY S UNFAIR! A GoALl I SAW IT WITH

MY OWN eYeSs!

| - - |
= = f;:.& T ] 'W ) @ - J I E N
2 I &
R ;
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| DiD You HEAR THAT THE REF'S ;
BLOWN THE WHiSTLE! IT €RR, NO... SHE'S
: JUST ANNOUNCING
MEANS SHE WON'T ACLEPT
THAT OUTRAGEOUS 60AL! THe eND of THe
| MATCH.

WOW... THeEY'vVE JUST
SCoRreD IN overRTime!

oH Nooo!!!

ﬁ

WHATTI7 80T ISN'T T
AGAINST THE RULES To SCORE
IN overRTimel7

WHATTT7 THAT GoAL WAS
ALLOWEDT 77 THERE'S No TUSTICE |
IN THe WORLD.

WELL, ANYWAY, THANK YOU FOR | MR., ACTUALLY WHAT
YOUR EXPLANATIONS, MR.... 1S YOUR Name?
_—-"'_’—;-_
P MR. K... PLEASE

CALL Me FRANZ.

Franz K. B

Insurance lawyer
* Trials?
* Missing persons?
* Bug infestations in the bedroom?
Better call Franz!

L
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AN INSURANCE LAWYER! HaVE We meT?
I'M NoT SURPRISED You'Re YOUR NAME RINGS
S0 HOT ON THe ruLes! A BELL....

-

YOURS DOES To0. ARE YoU THAT HISTORIAN
WHO TELLS ANYONE PREPARED TO LISTEN
THAT HUMAN SoCIETIES ARE BUILT

oN FicTioNS?

N
AND LAWYERS ARE
SORT OF Like SHAMANST!

BUT You DiD mMiSS ONE DETAIL.
FICTIONS ARE ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL
AS THE BASIS OF LARGE-SCALE
SOCIETIES. BUT THEY'RE NOT

ALL T TAKES.

IS MisSiNGT

., \
WHAT WouLD You SAY l'

e ——————

&00D QUESTION, BUT I HOPE WERE NOT KEEPING
YoU FROM ANYTHING. I KNOW You INSURANCE
LAWYERS ARE VERY BUSY.

]

OH NO, DON'T WORRY, IM
FReE FOR A LITTLE WHILE. IM
WAITING ON AN IMPORTANT
TRIAL, WHICH KEEPS BEING

POSTPONED.

WHAT I MEANT WAS, TO ESTABLISH A LARGE-SLALE
SOCIETY, You ALSO NEeD To SToRE AND HANDLE HUGE
AMOUNTS OF INFORMATION. HAVE You eVER SeeN THe

PAPERWORK. IN A GOVERNMENT OFFice”!

I See WHAT You MEAN. You HAVE
To STORE MOUNTAINS OF INFORMATION
JUST To ReMeMBER ALL THE BrzARRE
FICTIONS THAT HoLD SoCiETY ToGETHER.
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SocCer 1S RELATIVELY
EASY. EVERYONE
CAN REMEMBER

THE RULES.

EVeN
THE oFFSIDE
RuLe!

WHAT7 DiD You...
DID You HepR VST

OF course!
I HEARD You
SWear Too!

_rmwsoit&'rb%

AND TLL BE RIGHT WITH You! b oL

HEAR ME

HAVE BEeN THE
DO&S BARKING....

Hm! YeS, MuST HAVE BeeN...
BUT WHAT I WANTED To SAY WAS
THAT MOST PeoPLE COULDN'T
POSSIBLY REMEMBER ALL THE
RULES AND REGULATIONS OF A
COUNTRY.

v w

PARTICULARLY
AS THOSE RULES
KEEP CHANGING!

SOCIAL ANIMALS LIKE BEES HAVE VERY
STABLE, UNCHANGING SOCIETIES.
So THeY'VE ACTUALLY BEEN ABLE
To CODIFY THEIR SoCieTY'’S ruLES
IN THEIR DNA!
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A BEE GROWING UP IN A HIVE CAN ONLY TAKE ON ONE OF

THREE ROLES: QUEEN, NURSE OR WORKER. AND THE BASIC

RULES FOR THESE ROLES ARE PROGRAMMED INTO THE
Bee’'S GeENOME.

Wm NOT NeeDeD wc.,nusg -meae's nro
DANGER ANY BEES Will FORGET OR TRY TO
VIOLATE THE CONSTITUTION OF THE HivE.

S W e\ |

THE QUEEN NEVER CHEATS HER SUBTECTS OUT OF FooD,
AND THEY NeVER &0 oN STRIKE To DEMAND A PAY RAISE.

BUT HUMANS SPEND A LOT OF THER
TIME TRYING To 6€T AROUND LAWS,
OR THINKING ABOUT CHANGING

THeEM....

ABSoLUTELY! AND IT'S
ALL BECAUSE OUR SOCIAL
ORDER 1S BASED ON

IMAGINARY CONCEPTS!

AND THAT'S WHY, WHEN We LoSe A SocLer
MATCH OR AN ELECTION, WE BLAME UNFAIR RULES.
SOMETIMES WE'LL EVEN TAKE THE 1SSUE TO COURT.

OR IT COULD START A WAR....

HMm! YES, BUT THAT'S NOT VERY COMMON,
THANK &00DNESS....




SoMe POSITIONS IN HUOMAN SOCIETIES ARE SIMILAR TO WHEN THE BABYLONIAN KING HAMMURABI
| £ 3 BeeS POSITIONS IN THEIR st EXCEPT THAT THe PASSED ON HIS DNA To HiS SON, THAT
" & RULES ABOUT WHAT To DO IN EACH POSITION ARENT DIONT GUARANTEE THAT THE BOY WOULD
9 WRITTEN INTO HUMAN DNAL SO WE 60 To 6REAT REMEMBER HiS LAW OF "AN EYE FOR AN eYe.”
; LENGTHS To TEACH OUR SOCIETY'S RULES TO
) YOUNGER GENERATIONS.

qQueeN | 'WORKER NANNY
IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN HiS EMPIRE, HAMMURABI AND, ANYWAY, REMEMBERING LAWS 1§ TUST THE START.
HAD To PAINSTAKINGLY TEACH HiS SON IN AN EMPIRE, THERE WERE SO MANY OTHER THINGS To
EVERY LAW. REMEMBER: COUNTLESS TRANSACTIONS AND TAXES... ’

o ...CARGOS OF MERCHANT SHIPS OR MILITARY
> SUPPLIES...




AH! READY To 60, 20€7 L\ -.

-
|

L

20€, THIS IS FRANZ. WE MET
HiM DURING THE MATCH.

MY SINCEREST
CONDOLENCES.

, - -
OH, I'M OVeR T, BUT (T YES, WE WERE THINKING ABOUT

SOUNDS LIKE You WeRe HOW HUMAN SOCIETIES MANAGE To
HAVING AN INTERESTING | pememBER THEIR VARIOUS LAWS AND
CONVERSATION. ALL THE OTHER INFORMATION THEY

NEED To FUNCTION....

FOR MILLIONS OF YEARS,
HUMANS STORED
INFORMATION IN JUST

UNFORTUNATELY, THE HUMAN BRAIN ISN'T A &0o0D STORAGE
DEVICE FOR EMPIRE-SIZE DATABASES! IT HAS THREE SERiovS

DRAWBACKS.

ITS Liﬁqi'retﬂ
MPMITY?
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YES, A BRILLIANT LAWYER
THAT'S THE MIGHT KNOW ALL OF THEIR
FiRST ONE. COUNTRY'S TAX LAWS BY

HEART, BUT NOT THe
DETAILS OF EVERY CITIZEN'S
TAX RETURN.




I'M 6UESSING ANOTHER PROBLEM S

PEOPLE END UP DYING AND THEIR
MEMORIES DIE WITH THem!

< |

BUT I CAN'T THINK OF THE THIRD....

:'.":'{E I'l-_T:f:-‘-.qq':q};-—r —.I: --

SARASWAT],
I CAN See
You'RE DYING
To TeLlL me!

THAT INFORMATION STORED IN A HUMAN
BRAIN DOESN'T STiCk AROUND FOREVER...

0K, SO THAT MAKES TWO DRAWBACKS... T

|DE

]
el - - — -

EXPCTLY. IT'S PERFECTLY PoSSIBLE To PASS ON
MEMORIES FROM ONE BRAIN To ANOTHER, BUT
AFTER A WHILE, THE INFORMATION HAS A WAY
OF 6ETTING &ARBLED OR LOST.,

e

W . i ——
w Wy
- =,

_
-
F
4
|

THE HUMAN BRAIN 1S SELeCTIVE. IT eAsiLY
STORES SoME TYPES OF INFORMATION, BUT

CAN'T HANDLE OTHERS. You Seg, IT evolved

To STORE AND PROCESS INFORMATION THAT

WAS USEFUL FOR SURVIVAL ON THE ANCIENT &t N\ |

SAVANNA.
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IN ORDER TO SURVIVE, HUNTER-GATHERERS NEeDeD To REMEMBER
THE CHARACTERISTICS AND BEHAVIOR PAT TERNS OF THOUSANDS OF
SPECIES—BOTH PLANTS AND ANIMALS.

WHICH MUSHROOM WAS A 600D REMEDY
FOR AN UPSET STOMACH AND WHICH WAS
POISONOUS. ..

IT WAS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT To REMEMBER
WHAT EVERYONE ELSE IN THEIR IMMEDIATE BAND
THOUGHT AND FELT. HUMANS ARE SOCIAL ANIMALS

WHO DEPEND ON OTHERS FOR SURVIVAL.

SHEESH, No! HOW CouLD
I FORGET THE SCENE You
maDe! BUT MAYBE You've

FORGOTTEN IT'S ALWAYS
YoU WHO CHOOSES THE
RESTAURANT!
CANT WeE Do WHAT
I WANT FOR A CHANGET

I've TolLD You A THOUSAND TimeS I DoN'T
Like SUSH! Have YoU REALLY FORGOTTEN
WHAT HAPPENED IN Rome?

BUT WHEN REALLY comPLEX SoCiETiES STARTED To
APPEAR AFTER THE AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION, A
COMPLETELY NEW TYPE OF INFORMATION BECAME
VITAL...
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EVOLUTIONARY PRESSURES ADAPTED
THE HUMAN BRAIN FOR STORING HUGE
QUANTITIES OF INFORMATION ABOUT
PLANTS, ANIMALS, LOCAL GEOGRAPHY
AND SOCIAL INTERACTIONS.

B
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FORAGERS NEVER NeeDeD To REMEMBER
OR PROCESS LARGE AMOUNTS OF
MATHEMATICAL DATA!

]

You SE€€, A FORAGER
DIDN'T NeeD To
REMEMBER EXACTLY HOW
MANY APPLES OR NUTS
WERE ON EACH TREE IN

~%

ll“&:%:%. - . ‘]

S0 THE HUMAN BRAIN WAS NeveR ADAPTED To STORING AND PROCESSING
NUMBERS. THAT'S WHY SAPIENS HAD REAL PROBLEMS ESTABLISHING Bi&
KINGDOMS AND EMPIRES, EVEN AFTER THE

AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION. '

To ACHIEVE THAT, THEY HAD TO TELLING STORIES ABOUT &0DS WAS NO LONGER ENOUEH. SURE, A &00D STORY

FiND A SYSTEM FOR RECORDING COULD HELP CONVINCE MILLIONS OF PEOPLE TO PAY THEIR TAXES MORE

AND PROCESSING LARGE OR LESS HONESTLY. BUT FoR THE FiSCAL SYSTEM To WORK, IT NeeDed To

AMOUNTS OF MATHEMATICAL GATHER AND PROCESS ENDLESS INFORMATION ABOUT PEOPLES INCOMES AND
ASSETS, THEIR PAYMENTS, ARREARS, DERTS AND FINES, AND THEIR DISCOUNTS
AND EXEMPTIONS. -

IF A STATE COULDNT STORE AND PROCESS ALL
THOSE NUMBERS, IT COULDN'T mMAkE THE MOST
OF (TS RESOURLES, OR EVEN KNOW WHAT (TS
ReSouRLES Were!

PEOPLE THINK THEY'RE TERRIBLY BORING' Y
IF You ASK PEOPLE TO STORE, RECALL AND
PROCESS LOTS oF NUMBERS, MOST OF THemM

GIVE UP OR THEIR BRAINS ——
SWITCH OFF ALTOGETHER! £ (it

AND THERE'S ONE Bi& PROBLEM WITH NUMMRS—M@_T ' :
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HUMAN MENTAL LIMITATIONS HAD A DIRECT IMPACT oON
THE Size AND COMPLEXITY OF SOCIETIES. WHEN THE
NUMBER OF PEoPLE AND ACCUMULATED ASSETS WENT
BEYOND A CRITICAL THRESHOLD, THERE WAS JUST Too

MUCH INFORMATION TO REMEMBER. v/

| Gl

THE LIMITED HUMAN BRAIN COULDON'T CoPe WITH
ALL THE DATA S0 THE SYSTEM COLLAPSED. THAT'S
WHY HUMAN COMMUNITIES STAYED RELATIVELY SMALL
AND SIMPLE FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS AFTER THe
AGRICULTURAL RevolLuTion!

THE SUMERIANS IN SOUTHERN MESOPOTAMIA WERE THE
FIRST To CRALK THE PROBLEM. THE FERTILE SoiL

OF SUMER &AVE THEM ABUNDANT HARVESTS, So THE
POPULATION KEPT ON 6ROWING AND REAL CITIES STARTED
To APPEAR.

BUT To KEEP THEIR CITY-STATES 60ING, THE
SUMERIANS HAD TO PROCESS INCREASINGLY LARGE
| AMOUNTS OF INFORMATION. - —]

Q / exacTLy!
{/  WeLL, THEIR BRAINS
COULDN'T Do T, BUT JUST
OVER 5,000 YEARS A6O
Some BRILLIANT SUMERIAN
6€EKS MANAGED
T0 OUTSOURLE

STARTING WITH
ALL THOSE BORING
NumMBERS!

THEY INVENTED A
SYSTEM FOR PROCESSING
AND STORING DATA
OUTSIDE THE HUMAN
BRAIN!

THE SUMERIANS WERE SUDDENLY RELEASED FROM THE
LIMITATIONS OF THEIR OWN BRAINS! THEY NEVER LOOKED
BACK AND WERE SOON BUILDING CITY-STATES, KINGDOMS AND
EMPIRES. AND THAT DATA PROCESSING SYSTEM INVENTED BY
THE SUMERIANS WAS WHAT WE CALL...

Ll
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ADAH... ALL THOSE
LITTLE DooDLES
GOVERNING THE WORLD
AND MAKING US FoLLOW
LAWS... IT ALL STARTED
WiTH THOSE SUMERIAN,

IT WAS THEIR IDEA To WRITE DOWN
INFORMATION BY IMPRINTING SI&NS ONTO CLLAY
TABLETS. EXTRAORDINARY, REALLY—PROBLEMS
THAT HUMAN BRAIN CELLS COULDN'T HANDLE
WERE SOLVED WITH WHAT AMOUNTED To LUMPS
of mup!

ONE SET OF SIGNS REPRESENTED
NUMBERS, WiTH SIGNS FOR 1, 10,
60, 600, 3,600 AND 36,000.

You S€€, THE SUMERIAN NUMBERING
SYSTEM WAS A COMBINATION

OF BASE & AND BASE 10.

..-@ ]

= .
7]
-_—|le
-==_-_-|_..__.____:
>

M ¢
N

WELL, NOT AS STRANGE
AS YoU MIGHT THINK...
THEIR BASE-6 SYSTEM HAS
LEFT US SOME IMPORTANT
LEGALIES: HOURS ARE DIVIDED
INTO 60 MINUTES AND
CIRCLES INTD 360 DE&REES....

g

| THE OTHER SET
OF SIGNS REPRESENTED
PeoPLE, ANIMALS, &00DS,

LAND AND DAYS...

ANYTHING THAT

CAN BE COUNTED,




| USING A COMBINATION OF THESE TWo I'LL NEVER LOOK AT MUD THE SAME
SETS, THE SUMERIANS MANAGED TO USE WAY AGPIN.... S
> THEIR LUMPS OF MUD To STORE VARIOUS

]

L1 AY A (b KINDS OF INFORMATION THAT NO HUMAN SO WHAT WAS THE FiRST
SITITLG [T BRAIN CouLD Remember! THING THAT WAS ever
7 | 7 BRI WRITTENT THEIR CREATION
i - 1\ | E S | STORY, I'M GUESSING!
=% | OR ANY DNA CHAIN _ !
o[ r m | I'M AFRAID You
- " i MAY BE A LITTLE
M i DISAPPOINTED,
| MISS 20€.... THE
FIRST SUMERIAN
TEXTS WerReN'T
LEGENDS, POEMS
OR ADVENTURE
STORIES....

You Seg, THeY CouLD ReMeEMBER
=2 ALL THE INTERESTING STORIES
iN THEIR HEADS! THEY INVENTED
WRITING To ARCHIVE

THE BORING BITS.

THEY WEREN'T EVEN LAWS.... THEY
WERE HUMDRUM ECONOMIC RECORDS
Re&ISTERING ONE PERSON'S PROPERTY,
SoMeEONE ELSE'S ASSETS, ACCUMULATED
DERTS, PAYMENTS OF LEVIES,
OUTSTANDING TAXES....

THAT'S WHY THEY STARTED oUT ONLY INVENTING
SIGNS FOR NUMBERS AND ACTUAL OBJECTS... THEY
COULDN'T HAVE WRITTEN POETRY OR HISTORIC
TALES EVEN IF THEY WANTED To.

5 T
3 a Wi

—
- /10 B

Wil
N | i
! |
B
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;8 | B =
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HEY, You, OVER
THeRe! WHAT ARe
You DoIN&T!




me7 I'M... I'M NOT DOING
QN’YTH?HS; OFFiCER....

Yes, You ARe! You've
BROKEN MUNICIPAL LAW
NUMBER C-22/BFCFH

EXCVSE MET WAIT A MINUTE.... WHAT HAVE
I DONE WRONGT

|

I'M TELLING You, You HAVE
BROKEN MUNICIPAL LAW
NUMBER C-22/BFCH

NUMBER C-22 B WHAT Now7

WHAT ON EARTH IS THATTT7
S —

IF YoU WANT AN

OFFICIAL EXPLANATION,
PLeEASE FILL oUT
FORM &-64.

THREE
coPies of iT!

~

WHERE CAN WE 6€T

OFFicer?

A

COPY OF FORM &—-64,

g

OH, MY GOODNESS! WHAT
THE HeLL 1S HAPPEMH&'?

\\rf/éﬂ\
\Fn.
- is

2
2

IT'S Too SooN
To PANIC,
LeT'S HAVE

A LOOK AT THIS.
-

V

COME ON, I'LL TAKE You
To THe CENTRAL OFFICE,
I'M vSeD To THIS SoRT
/ oF PROCEDURE...
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A BIT LATER...

XA

HERE WE ARE, THEN...
BUT WHICH COUNTER,
THAT'S A WHOLE OTHER
QUESTION....

-
\
!
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£XcVsSe Mg, Do You KNOW WHeRe THe
INFORMATION DESK 1S, PLEASE?

THeY'LL BE ABLE To TELL
You oN THE THIRD FLOOR....

THS WAY....

I THINK IT MUST Be j AR

THAT'S oDD, I THINK We'Re
ALREADY ON THE FOURTH FLOOR,
uﬂéﬁ’f we?

&

WHERE'S THE THIRD  |IT'S UNDERGOING
FLooR, PLEASET RENOVATIONS.

142

EXCVSE ME, WE'RE LOOKING FOR
THE INFORMATION DESK....

TAKE THE SECOND
STAIRCASE ON THE RIGHT
AND 60 ALL THE WAY VP TO
THE THIRD FLOOR.

No, THIS ISNT
IT ETHER....



AN HOUR LATER... AHA! T THINK THIS

MUST Be T!

%

OH MY... LOOK \ |
AT ALL THeSE | |
PeofLe! /|

J

|'£

EXCUSE ME, HAVE YoU BEEN
WAITING LONGT

MUST BE ABOUT
5,000 YEARS...

5,000 YEARS! BUT WE HAVE TICKETS FOR A MOVIiE AT EIGHT!
WE'LL MiSS THe START!

IF You DON'T MIND MY ASKING, \WHY
ARE You Here?

TABLET THAT PROVES

OH, Look! TUST AS WE WERE SAYING,

TO MAKE A CLAIM. A CLAY TABLET WiTH MESOPOTAMIAN
I've BROVGHT THIS WRITING oN T!

THAT I OWN Some
DISPUTED ASSETS.
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You Seg, THAT'S PROOF oF

MY ASSETS.... IT SAYS:
"A TOTAL OF 135,000 PoUNDS
OF BARLEY WAS ReCeIveD
OVER 3F MONTHS.”

-

AND THIS

1S My

NAME,
KUSHIM. ...

-

¥
W A

T T —
e e e e i e e

THAT'S INCREDIBLE, KUSHIM! YOU
MAY BE THE VERY FiRST HUMAN
BEING WHOSE NAME WE kNoW!

HOLY BARLEY
GRAINS, I MAY
JUST Be....

MOST OF THE NAMES WE USE FOR
ANCIENT PeoPLE AND PLACES
WERE ACTUALLY INTRODUCED IN
MODERN TIMES.
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WE HAVE NO IDEA WHAT SORT
OF NAMES THE NEANDERTHALS
HAD, FOR EXAMPLE.... MAYBE THE
STADEL CAVE WAS REALLY CALLED
0B-LA-Di OB-LA-DA, AND cOBEKLI
TePe WAS KNOWN AS ¢ABBA
cPBBA HEY!




BUT WE KNOW KUSHIM REALLY WAS
CALLED KUSHIM!

I THINK

YOUR
WRITING'S
VERY

I've 60T A TABLET Too! would
You LIKE To ReAD MY LATEST
STorY?

ReAD A STorRY?
WHAT A
PeCULIAR Dep!

WHY WouLD
ANYONE NeeD
To WRITE A STORY,
Miss777

OH, THE YOUNG THESE DAYS... So LazY!
CAN'T KEeP ANYTHING IN THEIR BRAINS.
THEY WANT EVERYTHING DONE FoR THem!
___—-"

DON'T TAKE THIS THE WRONG WAY, YOUNG LADY, BUT We
INCAS AGREE WITH THE SUMERIANS—WE DON'T See ANY
POINT IN WRITING DOWN OUR STORIES. WE JUST KEEP THEM IN
OUR BRAINS AND WHEN WE WANT To TeLL THeEM, WE USE OUR
MOUTHS....

.
EXACTLY,
THANK You, mpam!
THE ONLY THING
WRITING'S VSEFUL
FOR 1S RECORDING
INFORMATION
We CAN'T
ReEMEMBER.
= 7 No, We uSe THAT'S BEAVUTIFUL!
ho YOO ALS CHAY TARLETS Too KHiPUS. BUT... HOW DOES 8Y MAKING KNOTS ON THESE
THEY CAN STORE iT WoRrk? COLORED STRINGS! WHERE THE
HUVVLVVLVVGE ~— KNOTS ARE, HOW MANY OF
o ) AMOUNTS oF THeM THeERE ARE, HOW LONG
INFORMATION THE STRING 1S—IT ALL MEANS
ABOUT NUMBERS.

SOMETHING' A COMBINATION OF
LOTS of STRANDS AND KNOTS
CAN RECORD A WHOLE EMPIRE’S

WORTH OF TAXeS!
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OUR KHIPUS WERE SO EFFICIENT AND
ACCURATE THAT WHEN THE SPANIARDS
INVADED OUR EMPIRE, THEY USED OUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE KHIPUS To RUN
THEIR 0CCUPIED TERRITORIES.

THE PROBLEM WAS THE FOOLS DIDN'T KNOW HOW TO MAKE KHIPUS, OR
EVEN HOW To ReAD THem! THeY NeeDeD US AND—To BE HONEST—WE
KIiND OF TigD THeM iN KNOTS.... TUST SoMeTIMES We'D, eRm, MiSLEAD
THEM AND CHEAT THeM, HA! Hal

WHEN THE INVADERS REALIZED THIS, THEY TRASHED OUR KHIPUS
AND STARTED USING EUVROPEAN WRITING INSTEAD.
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ONLY A FEW KHIPUS SURVIVED THE SPANISH OCCUPATION,
BUT THEY'RE INDECIPHERABLE NOW BECAUSE NO ONE
KNOWS HOW TO READ THeEM....

T CAME HERE IN THE Yol

HoPe THere'D Be Some
SPECIALISTS WHO CAN

DECIPHER MINE....
BeST
OF LUCK, "
MAAM... é K

reamroy ) o ne
CONQUISTADORS, WAS MESOPOTAMIANS INVENTED
QUISTADO A MORE AND MORE SIGNS. THER

DISTANT DESCENDANT
OF THE SIENS KUSHIM
VSED.

WRITING DIVERSIFiED So 1T
WAS No LONGER JUST BORING
LISTS OF TAXeS. AND THAT'S

HOW CUNEIFORM SCRIPT
WAS BoRnN!

4,500 YEPRS AGO, MESOPOTAMIAN KINGS USED
CUNEIFORM TO 1SSVE DECREES... PRIESTS LSED
IT To ReCORD ORACLES, THERE WERE eVveEN
SOME HIGHBORN CITIZENS WHo VSED T To
WRITE LeTTERS!

MEANWHILE, THE EGYPTIANS WeERE
FINE-TUNING A DIFFERENT TYPE OF
WRITING —HIEROGLYPHILS!

4 q‘w % J

-l <

BY 3,000 YEARS A&O, THE CHINESE
WERE DEVELOPING THEIR REMARKABLE
WRITING SYSTEM....

—_—e——

AND SoME CENTURIES LATER, A COMPLETELY
DIFFERENT KIND OF WRITING WAS INVENTED
IN CENTRAL AMeRiCA!
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WRITING SYSTemS SPReAD FAR AND
WiDE FROM THESE INITIAL HUBS.
THeEY evolLveD AND CHANGED.

PEOPLE STARTED WRITING POETRY,
HISTORY BOOKS, NovELS, PLAYS,
PROPHECIES—EVEN RELIPE BOOKS!

BUT THE MOST IMPORTANT
FUNCTION OF WRITING REMAINED
STORING BORING NUMBERS.

THE eReek ILIAD, THE HINDLU MAHABHARATA,
THE BUDDHIST TIPITAKA AND THE HEBREW
BIBLE ALL STARTED oUT AS SPokeN WORKS.

|

THEY WeRE PASSED
ON ORALLY FOR MANY
GENERATIONS AND WouLD
HAVE LIVED ON EVEN IF
WRITING HAD NeveR BeeN
INVENTED.

"]

BUT WITHOUT WRITING
We'D Never Have AN
ELABORATE FISCAL
SysTem!




- I SHALL 60 AND SEE WHETHER I CAN SPEed | | so many PeopLe! ves TT'LL 6ive uS
. : . T:E:ii o | K_THiNGS vP! I THINK WE'LL TUST Tore To TaLkl
WHEN You'Re : HAVE TO m'ﬁ"‘ NOW, WHERE WAS I7
IN DANGER : _ i ' In T T I
OF MISSING 2 Il ‘_ 1]} A=
YOUR FiLm! =1 MG Tl
' T ih Uil
g AT,
T

n{wn N \H ﬂaunﬂﬁl i #ﬂ! _;
== ey T T T
T:!,le“”ﬂl“‘ i :f.' : ,-;

Ul A0 QA N |

- ,J"

o#, YeS!
MoRe AND MORE
PeoPLe Took
To WRITING MORE
AND MORE THINGS.

THANK You, FrRANZ!
I'LL KEEP OUR PLACE
IN THE QUeve—You

NeveR kNow!

PARTICULARLY THINGS LikeE LISTS OF TAXES OR PROPERTY
OWNERSHIP... WHILH LED TO A WHOLE NEW PROBLEM.

EXCVSE ME,
I WONDER IF
I CouLD ASK
A QUICK
QUESTION....

&00D AFTERNOON, MADAM, WE TUST WANT To KNOW
WHERE WE CAN €T HoLD OF A FORM &-647
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We DON'T HANDLE ANY C 1SSUES HERE, YoU NEeD
COUNTER 825 ON THE FOURTH FLOOR FOR THAT.
NOW COULD YOU MAKE WAY FOR THIS GENTLEMAN,

HE WAS HERE BEFORE YoU.

UM, YES, YES,
OF COURSE...
MY APOLO&IES.

TAKE THE SECOND STAIRCASE ON THE LEFT, THEN TURN
RIGHT, THEN LEFT! THEN ASK SOMEONE ELSE THE WAY

WHAT A CHARMING, HELPFUL WOMAN,

Yes,
SHE'S SAveD uS Precious Time! eooD! THE INFORMATION STORED KNOW HoW THAT'S STiLL
BUT WHAT WAS I SAYINGT IN A HUMAN BRAIN 1S €ASY A MYSTERY.
N - H) To RETRIEVE. THOUGH OUR We JUST
OH, YES! AS THE NUMBER OF BRAINS STORE BILLIONS KNOW THAT
TEXTS MULTIPLIED, A NEW PROBLEM OF BITS OF INFORMATION, THE BRAIN'S
APPEARED... ADMINISTRATIVE ARCHIVES WE CAN ALMOST INSTANTLY RETRIEVAL
REACHED GI6ANTIC PROPORTIONS! RECLALL THE CAPITAL OF IRAQ SYSTem 1S

SO HOW CoUuLD ANYONE FIND

AND IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARD

——

THE INFORMATION THEY REMEMBER OUR FIRST KiSS. ﬁlﬁr{ WeRe
- Neebed? TRYiNG TO
| | Rememeer h
=1 [, 1117 1R ”,;_—': YGRS Vo PuT [l}\\g

THE CAR keYSs!

THEY RE TAKING THEIR TIME...
WERE REALLY GOING TO MISS
THIS FiLm....

~
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WHY DON'T You &€T oUT, CINDY,
INSTEAD OF WATCHING THAT
SCIENCE FICTION FANTASY?

b

[F4
i

BiNgo! OUR TReE'S
SROANING WiTH DaTEY

poN'T MIND ME, DoN'T HoLD
BACK, PLeaSe! I'D TUST
Like To POINT ouT THOSE

AND THE LORD SaiD: "THoU comMe To THINK
SHALT NOT COVET THY OF IT, ISN‘T IT
NEIGHBOR'S FieLd! Love THY DATE SeaSonT

NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF!"

HELLD THERE, DEAREST NEiGHBOR! YoUuR
HUSEAND'S 60T SoME NERVE, STEALING OUR
DATES Like THAT!

I

SAY WHATT!
THAT'S OUR
DATE PALM,
'S oN
OUR LAND!

HANG oN 1IN
THERE, KURT,
I'Mm comMing!

DAMN &ND NOo ONE HAD
Ri&HT! BETTER ToUuCH
THoSE DATES TiLL

We'rRe Back!

oursS! IT'S ALL ReCORDED BY THe
MUNICIPAL LAND RE&ISTRY!

' LET'S 60
ThAke A Look
ToGETHER, THeN!
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&00D MORNING, MR., 6RM, LAND LTI
RE&ISTRY PERSON. ID Like TD See
THE TABLET THAT SHOWS THE

EXALT BOUNDARIES OF MY GARDEN.

f l'tlﬁfr
AT /
| ‘-\\Il’i&\' lm / i
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\
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HOW Do You ever
FIND ANY THING
N ALL THIS messl?

L FolLow Me... WHAT STReeT
] Po You Live oN, LaDies?
1

[u ﬂ| l I'Ip1f ]]I__J_”I-—-

I

1( w{Lix ?'ﬁ"n

L,H _': {

I'mM SORRY, WE HAVEN T INVENTED
ARCHIVING YET.... WE HIRED THESE
TWo &UYS To IMPROVE THE SYSTEM,
BUT S0 FAR THEY HAVEN'T COME UP
WITH ANYTHING USEFUL.... :

T AT ‘n\‘!mlg‘l‘t
mfﬁf W1 T 1 l s

= LI B
i ; 3 oo

I KNEW THAT TRee WAS iN OUR
&arpen!

Ha! Hal you

SHouLD See

YOUR FACE,
oL&n!

| S0 NOW... BRING ON THE
DATE HARVEST!

= i1l
\\'ﬂ’.t_

HARMONY, HARMONY...
IN DISTRICT 3, RiGHT?

SAY, THE CITY'S REALLY

CHANGED.... PO You RemMemBer

THE WAY Home?




We JUST NeeD To FiND

;—Q}H THERE THEY ARE! = WELL YOUR CASE HASN'T
' | I THE SECOND STAIRCASE

777 BEEN DEALT WITH YeT

I QUITE AGREE WITH YOUR .. EAT: W s T, it ON THe LefT....

POINT.... I REMEMBER MY FiRST _ —
KiSS So CLEPRLY. IT WAS AT ) IT'S PROBABLY

A NIRVANA 616 IN TACOMA IN JUST BEYOND
1983 THIS Bi& LOBRY....

THIS PLACE 1S HUGE!

-
INDeeD (T iS! WHEN SOCIETIES STARTED ACCUMULATING
TEXTS, THEY NeeDeD To INVENT EFFICIENT New
WAYS OF CATALOGING THEM AND PROCESSING THEM.
THAT WAS AN EVEN BIGGER CHALLENSE THAN
INVENTING WRITING....
I CAN See THAT! AND of
COURSE, TUST WRITING
INFORMATION DOWN ON CLAY
TABLETS OR Pieces oF —
PAPER WASN'T eNovéH!
YES, THEY THEN HAD TO

STORE, ARCHIVE, RETRIEVE AND

PROCESS ITEMS FROM ALL THAT

ACCUMULATED INFORMATION....

.r_.- -
N
\ ABSOLUTELY! THERE ARE
TWIN PILLARS TO everY
LARGE-SCALE HUMAN
ORDER—MY THOLOGY AND...
| | BUREAUVCRACY!
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MANY CULTURES INVENTED WRITING SYSTEMS.
COMING UP WITH WAYS of O WHAT'S SPECIAL ABOUT THE SUMERIANS,
HANDLING WRITTEN MATERIAL EGYPTIANS, CHINESE AND INCA WAS THAT THeY
DEFINITELY PROVED A LOT DEVELOPED NOT ONLY WRITING SYSTEMS...
HARDER THAN INVENTING
WRITING!

LBUT ALSo
BUREAUCRALY!

BUREAVCRALY WAS A NEW WAY
OoF THINKING. IT CAN PROCESS
DATA IN A VERY DIFFERENT WAY
To THE HUMAN BRAIN!

IN OUR BRAINS, ALL THE
INFORMATION IS FREELY
ASSOCIATED.

$O, FOR EXAMPLE, THIS OFFICIAL HERE REMINDS ME OF THE
ADVISER WHO HANDLES MY MORTEAGE... WHICH I SIGNED THE
DAY I MET MILENA. I WONDER IF SHE'LL AGREE TO MARRY
Me? OH, MY DARLING MILENA... THAT WoULD CERTAINLY HELP
MY TAX RETURN PROBLEMS. BUT WilLL THE FELLOWS AT THe
TAX OFFICE GIVE ME MY TAX CUTT THEY'D BETTER; iF NOT
I'LL TAkE THEM To COURT! ACTUALLY, THE COURTHOUSE
1S BEING OVERHAULED AT THE MOMENT. NEW CURTAINS
AND EVERYTHING. ORANGE ONES. BUT I'M NOT VERY keEeN
ON ORANGES. TOO SOUR... UM, WHAT WERE WE SAYING




BUT IN BUREAUCRALY THINGS HAVE To Be
KEPT SEPARATE. ONE DRAWER FOR MORTEAGES,
ANOTHER FOR MARRIAGE CERTIFILATES, A THIRD

FOR TAXES AND A FOURTH FOR LAWSUITS.

\

\

- So THe DRAWERS ARE

O0THERWISE, HOW WoULD You ever
FIND ANYTHINGT THINGS THAT
BELONG IN MORE THAN ONE
DRAWER, LikKE A LAWSUIT ABOUT
TAXATION, ARE A TERRIBLE
HEADACHE! SHOULD THE DOCUMENTS
BE FiLeED UNDER "LAWSUITS" OR
UNDeR "TAXeS,” or Does iT Need
A WHOLE NEW CATEGORYT

FOREVER BEING ADDED TO
AND REORGANIZED.

%

FOR THe SYSTemM To WoRrk, THeE PeoPLe
WHO OPERATE THESE DRAWERS NeeD To
BE REPROGRAMMED TO STOP THINKING
LIKE HUMANS AND START THINKING
LiKE CLERKS AND ACCOUNTANTS.

AND EVERYONE FROM
ANCIENT TIMES RIGHT T

VP TO ToDAY KNOWS:

CLERKS AND ACCOUNTANTS
AREN'T ALLOWED To
THINK LIKE HUMANS! e =

o —

'/

To Do THEIR JoBb,
THeY NeeD To THINK
LIKE FiLING CpBiNeTS!!

AND HERE'S THE GREATEST IMPACT
THAT WRITING HAD ON HUMAN
HISTORY: IT GRADUALLY CHANGED THE
WAY HUMANS SAW THeE WoRLD AND
THOUGHT ABOUT IT. FREE ASSOCIATION
AND HOLISTIC THOVGHT HAVE &IVEN
WAY TO COMPARTMENTALIZATION
AND BUREAVCRALY.




OVER THE CENTURIES, METHODS OF BUREAVCRATIC
DATA PROCESSING GREW EVER MORE DIFFERENT FROM
THE WAY HUMANS NATURALLY THINK—AND ever
MORE IMPORTANT, OF COURSE....

ONE PARTICULARLY MOMENTOUS SHIFT BEGAN Some TiMe
BEFORE THE NINTH CENTURY CE, WHEN A NEW SCRIPT
WAS INVENTED—A WONDER SCRIPT THAT coulD STorRe AND
PROCESS MATHEMATICAL DATA MORE EFFICIENTLY THAN

ANYTHING THAT HAD COME BEFORE. _amm

;-li

L
q
LT3

alli@

oH! Look! ISN'T THAT THE oNe
NEeD, over THeRe!

“

[T i

=
e
=

= e

E

{1111

WE'RE IN LUCK,
THERE'S ONLY ONE
PERSON AHEAD

of vs!

Y

/'y

JUN

ABOUT TimME
Too!

W

S0, THIS WRITING I WAS TALKING ABOUT WAS INCREDIBLY SiMPLE. IT
WAS EVEN SIMPLER THAN KUSHIM'S SCRIPT. IT COULDN'T BE LSED TO

WRITE HISTORY, POETRY, COOKERY BOOKS OR LAWS. IT HAD ONLY ONE
TYPE OF SYMBOLS...

........




WHAT DO YoU MEAN,

, | .' NOT ADMISSIBLET!
( N _ ‘?‘s
2 <\ _ ;
! T ¢ _ \_-fc':) /
f ' A “i
\ f ~
~ 0
U | )]
X |
(:

SN / |

JUST LOOK FOR YOURSELF. MY TOTAL TAX 2€R07 Never
LIABILITY FOR THE YEAR 318 IS zER0. 2€-R0! HEARD OF (T...
Look! IT'S WRITTEN RIGHT Herel!! WHAT KIND OF

NUMBERS ARE You
MAKEH&_ UP OVER
THERE IN INDIAT

I THINK WE'RE 60ING o+ Noooo! WELL,
To BE WAITING AWHILE I'LL VSe THe
LONGER.... TIME LOOKING
- 2 4 FOR THE NEXT

SERIES....

Thg

L

—

oty %




PRAZJLKY

ONTViat8 pm|
SERIES Yk

THE NUMBER GOLEM
The servant that enslaved
its masters!

Recap of season 1

lts language is made up of just ten little
signs but it has mesmerized humans the
world over! Whether they speak Arabic,
Hindi, English or Norwegian, almost all
countries, businesses and organizations
have turned to Number Golem to record
and process their datal

ONTV2at9 pm |
ENTERTAINMENT Yk

ON NERDFIX at 10 pm |
SERIES kX

THE PRISONERS OF 01

The chart-topping Prisoners of Otis the
science fiction hit that's making waves!
Imagine a world where computers have
overtaken humans in the very field that
allowed Homo Sapiens to become mas-
ters of the world: Intelligence and com-
munication!

HUMANS OF ALL NATIONS, I AM YOUR
HUMBLE SERVANT...

THIS IS MY NOBEL PRizE. I HUNG [T UP MYSELF,
NOT WITHOUT Some DIFFICULTY, HA! Hal...

So, Do You HAvVE
ANY HOBBIES,
PROFESSOR EINSTEINT

It all started in the Euphrates Valley 5,000
years ago when Sumerian geeks out-
sourced data-processing from the human
brain to clay tablets. In a mysterious village
in Silicon Valley, this process reaches its
peak thanks to a far more elaborate type
of tablet.
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i) |
AND PROCESS ANY AMOUNT OF
INFORMATION AT LIGHTNING
SPEED—ON CONDITION THAT
You TRANSLATE (T INTO

NUMBERS,

OBVIOUSLY, IT'S A LITTLE
DIFFICULT WITH A
BANDAGE... =y e

vad s

—
— b 1
p—
-

PR

Humans can no longer make sense of
their world. Like Bill and Cindy, they've
become prisoners of CLOUD_01, a new
world leader, a monstrous cloud made
up of an incalculable succession of zeros
and ones!



Y 4
Zm N°1010 / Week of October 10

SPEAK. IN NUMBERS, You Fool.S! onLY

SEASON 2 NUMBERS COUNT! IF IT iISN'T A NUMBER—
iT DOESN'T eXisT!
THE NUMBER GOLEM & e T M
TAKES OVER! HAPPINESS ANY MORE....

ABOUT We TRANSLATE “I'HAT lN‘Tb
"SUBTECTIVE WeLL-BEING Level'7

iLu

o, S

AND INSTEAD
OF HONESTY...
MAYRE "CREDIT
WORTHiNeSS 7

&

MOST PeoPLE PANIC OR FREEZE WHEN THeY See I':fQUﬂﬁDHS Like THIS. THIS ISN'T Due APART FROM THAT, I LikE RELAXING
TO A LACK OF CURIOSITY OR INTELLIGENCE. N AND WATCHING A 600D SERIES IN THE

T i ; ] EVENING, 1 LOVE PRISONERS OF 04, Do You
K_gmﬁi&IIIIK Bn & THE HUMAN BRAIN NeveR [ kNow iT7 __

—— EVOLVED To UNDERSTAND

THE CONCEPTS oF MYou LikE YOUR TeA
RELATIVITY OR QUANTUM
MECHANILS. I'VE MANAGED
To GRAPPLE WITH THEM BY
USING COMPLEX
MATH... AND BASICALLY
DUTSOURCING SOME OF MY
THOUGHT PROCESSES To
THIS BLACKBOARD!

LIKE COUNTLESS OTHERS, BiLL AND CINDY | 487  SoMeTIMEST Sy 1 i
3| SAPIENS ARE HELD IN VILLAGE 01 BY A TUNAND SOMETIMES I SAY O...
=) ws-remous E-an cLoup! '

g B

s _-..-4"*1";"1‘_';": [
e

= ok 11.t- .
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NeXT! HELLO, SIR, T WAS GIVEN THIS FiNe, :j:“-" "“gig /’;‘fog”""‘; HeERE 1S A STUB
BUT THE OFFICER DIDN'T TELL ME DAL
WHAT FOR, AND...

oM... Yes..7

LeET'S HAVE

| > S
YOU'RE iN LUCK, MISTER! I Se€ THAT €... €Xcvse mell? _WHATT BUT WEVE WASTED AN ENTIRE DAY oN THil
A NEW R-14B JUST CAME THROUGH. el ) NN £
You SHOULDN'T HAVE TROUBLED | EVERYTHING'S IF YOU WANT To 1S3vE A
YOURSELF. SO You DoN'T NeeD To IN ORDER. HAVE COMPLAINT, 60 TO DeESk
WORRY ABOUT THIS ANYMORE. A NICE DAY. P3 AND FiLL OUT A W# IN
DUPLICATE!

-_- i
TS NOT Like r’s
oomPer:m‘éD OR
ANYTHING....

I r 1
2 RUST FORGET T, NCLE YL
1

WE'LL MiSS OUR MOViE IF
WE DON'T 60 NOW.

-
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I

A FiLM ABOUT RECENT
DEVELOPMENTS IN WRITING!

-

IN WRITINGT
NOT A BORING
DOCUMENTARY,
PLeaSe!

YoU'RE RIGHT! WE NEED To HURRY. WouLD é\_»
You LikKe To JOIN US, FRANZT

THAT'S VERY KIND BUT I STiLL HAVE
WORK To Do THIS EVENING. MY Bi&

THANK YOU AGAIN FOR
YOUR HELP, FRANTZ....

coodeye! ||

THAT FRANZ REALLY IS
DELIGHTFUL....

BY THE WAY, WHAT FiLm
ARE WE WATCHING

ABSOLUTELY NOT,
IT'S AN ACTION

L FiLm!

YEAH RIGHT... FULL OF
BUREAVUCRATS BEATING
EACH OTHER UP WITH
FolLDERS AND PAPER cLiPS!

TRUST Mg, YOU'RE 60iN& To Love
IT. IT'S SET IN THE FUTURE....
IT'S ABOUT WHAT WiLL HAPPEN
WHEN BINARY COMPUTER CoDe

BECOMES REALLY POWERFUL.

V
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TWILIGHT OF THE SAPIENS

TERMINATOR 17
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CONTROL OF THEIR CREATION—
IGENT

OTHER IDEAS AND WIPE OUT ALMOST

OO 00" 0dD-100A8 SO0 0D-100 = = = 5

BUT THE LON& LINES OF CoDe HAVE
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WRITING. HYPERINTELLI

STOP THESE BINARY MONSTERS,
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THe eENTIRE HUMAN RACE....
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BILL SCHWARZENBERGER

IT'S SET IN A TIME WHEN HUMANS
REALIZE THAT THeEY'RE LOSING
COMPUTERS ARE ABOUT To TAKE
OVER THE WORLD. HUMANS TRY TO
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WHY 1S THE WORLD So UNFAIRT
THE VISE 1S CLOSING IN ON THE PRiME SUSPECT... DOCTOR FICTION!
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THE CABINET
OF DOCTOR FICTION
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STILL THAT
SAPIENS CASE,
RiGHT 7

WeLL, WeLL,
PETECTIVE, You STiLL vP7
IT'S THREE AM....

You Seem To kwowW

EVERY THING PBOUT mel ... I
JUST THINK WE &6AVE VP ON
THIS CASE A LITTLE ToO

T ALKING
T ovVeR




S0, TALK To :
AN ANSWER . d OK, HOW COME HUMANS ORGANIZED THESE MASS-

THAT I‘M_J' VST COOPERATION NETWORKS WHEN THeY DIDN'T HAavE
NOT BUYING... THE BIOLOGICAL INSTINCTS To Do T7

me'js EATING
YoU Like THS,
seLenp’

IT'S 0K, I KNOW WHAT YOU'RE GONNA SAY.... BUT THAT'S WHAT HAPPENED. I 6€T THE FEELING MY ANSWERS
THEY CoulD Do iT ‘CAUSE THEY HAD THeSE ¢OTTA ?M TH;]— ng&imiiﬁf ARENT REALLY LOTTING IT....
IMAGINARY ORDERS AND THEY INVENTED " pend?

=y SPEAKING, SAPIENS WEREN'T
WRITING... MY THOLOEY AND BUREAVCRALY.... eEXACTLY ﬁQUFPPgD T0 BE THe

/7| | 6ReATEST COOPERATORS....

WELL, EXACTLY,
THAT'S THE ANSWER....

PON'T MESS WITH ME,
PoC, I'M NOT IN THe
mooD!

NAH, THAT'S Too
easy, boc....

0K, SO THiS ABILITY To ..BUT IF YoU Di& A LITTLE I THOUGHT ABOUT ALL THS A LOT, boC. AT FIRST

MAKE VP STORIES HELPED DEEPER, (T'S OBVIOUS ALL SIGHT, IT'S LIKE HUMANS INVENTED A WHOLE

SAPIENS SET UP THEIR MASS- THESE NETWORKS HAVE BONCH 6F" VERY IIFYEREHT STURE. 16, NATIONS,

COOPERATION NETWORKS, I SOMETHING IN COMMON. MONEY, YOU NAME IT. BUT TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

6ET THAT.... THEY'RE NeVeR FAIR! AND IT'S THE EXACT SAME THING AGAIN AND
AGAIN—UNFAIR HIERARCHIES!
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You KNOW EXACTLY WHAT I'M SAYING! WHAT THESE IMAGINED ORDERS DOESN'T MATTER WHAT
MOSTLY DiD IS &1ve POWER AND A TRUCKLOAD OF PRIVILEGE TO THE SELENA THINKS, RIGHT NoW
GUYS AT THE TOP ofF THE HeAP! AND DUMPED DISCRIMINATION AND T’'S DETECTIVE LOPEZ
OPPRESSION ON THE SAPS AT THe BoTTom! TALKING, ok7

You THINK S0,
seLena’

SO, EXHIBIT A= HAMMURABRI'S CODE, WHICH SET UP THIS 0K, SO THAT'S HOW You WANNA

HIERARLHY WITH NOBLEMEN, COMMONERS AND SLAVES— PLAY [T.... LET'S JUMP TO

WOULD You SAY THAT WAS FAIRT A6 AND TALK ABOVT THE
INEQUALITIES ESTABLISHED BY

THAT WAS MORE THAN THE IMAGINED ORDER IN THE

i?
3700 YEARS AGO.... US, HOH:

I CANT HELP [T (F THE FICTIONS USED BY SAPIENS AREN'T | —— AND DON'T You 60 OFF RADAR,
ALL THAT FAIR.... I'M AMAZED BY THEIR INVENTIONS, | ~}| ™mAke SURE I CAN GET AHOLD OF YA.

BUT iT'S UP TO THEM WHICH STORIES THEY CREATE AND = ‘ L4 SoNNA BE NEStIG
BELIEVE.... n—— M You SomME MORE....

IWiSHI
CoULD BELIEVE You, Do¢, BUT IT'S
MY JoB To BE SUSPICioUS AND
INVESTIGATE.... I WONDER IF YoU
couLd Do MoRe THAN JUST Be
AMAZED....

NO PROBLEM,
DETECT IVE.




IN B36 WHEN THE AMERICANS ESTABLISHED AN
IMAGINARY ORDER PROCLAIMING EQUAL RIGHTS AND
FREEDOM FOR ALL, THIS DIDN'T STOP A HIERARCHY
FROM DEVELOPING.

MeN HAD MUCH MORe
FReeDom AND MANY
MORE BENEFITS
THAN WOMEN....

...&ND “INALIENABLE RIGHTS' APPLIED
MOSTLY To WHITE PeoPLe. NATIVE
AMERICANS AND PEOPLE OF AFRICAN
DESCENT WERE CONSIDERED INFERIOR BEINGS
WITH NO CLAIM TO EQUAL RIGHTS.

THEY DIDN'T SE€ THEMSELVES AS HYPOCLRITES. IN THEIR VIEW,
HUMAN RIGHTS HAD LITTLE To Do WITH BLACK PeoPLE. AND
THEY THOUGHT "FrReeDom’ MEANT THAT WHITE PEOPLE WERE
FRee TO OWN SLAVES, WITHOUT THE STATE TELLING THeM

WHAT To Do WiTH THER "PROPERTY.” 5 q
Sy
\ \ \
N Wse /Y )
& ————

|~
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R| THE AMERICAN ORDER
l  ALSO SANCTIONED THE
S HIERARCHY BeTWeeN
Al RICH AND POOR.

Li|

i

WEALTHY PARENTS TEND TO PASS OoN THEIR MONEY AND
BUSINESSES TO THEIR CHILDREN, AND TO THIS DAY, MANY
AMERICANS SEE NOTHING SHOCKING ABOUT THE RESULTING
INEQUALITY.

]

W

THE FACT THAT PooR KiDS
&ET WORSE eDUCATION,
WORSE HEALTHCARE AND
FAR FEWER OPPORTUNITIES
IN LIFE SEEMS PERFECTLY
FAIR.

LBUT THEY APPARENTLY HAVEN'T
WORKED HARD ENOU&GH TO ACQUIRE
RILH PARENTS.

THESE KIDS MAY Be JUST AS
TALENTED AND HARDWORKING
AS THEIR RIiCH PEERS...

i Iy

N T

i
nnl
i |

SOME AMERICANS CLING TO THE iDEA THAT
THE HIERARCHY OF WEALTH WAS SANCTIFIED BY &oD....

. MHILE OTHERS SEE IT AS AN EXPRESSION OF THE IMMUTABLE
LAWS OF NATURE, AS IF CORPORATE LAWS AND TAX EXEMP TIONS
ARE CODED IN HUMAN DNA.

-[!-
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AL THE HIERARCHIES BETWEEN FREE PEOPLE AND
SLAVES, WHITE AND BLACK PEOPLE, RICH AND POOR,
AND MEN AND WOMEN WERE ROOTED IN FICTIONS.

BUT ONE OF THE FewW IRON LAWS OF HISTORY 1S THAT
EVERY IMAGINED HIERARLHY DISOWNS ITS FICTIONAL
ORIGINS AND CLAIMS TO BE NATURAL AND INEVITABLE.

FOR EXAMPLE, SLAVE OWNERS RARELY ALKNOWLEDGED
THAT SLAVERY WAS A HUMAN INVENTION.

HAMMURABI BELIEVED THAT THE HIERARCHY BETWEEN
MASTERS AND SLAVES WAS PRESCRIBED BY THE &oDS.

ARISTOTLE ARGUED THAT SLAVES HAD A SErviLe
NATURE, WHILE OTHER PEOPLE WERE FREE BY NATURE,

SO THE GREAT ANCIENT &REEK PHILOSOPHER BELIEVeD
THAT PEOPLE'S PLACE IN SOCIETY WAS JTUST A ReFLECTION
OF THEIR NATURAL ESSENCE.
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WE'VE ARRIVED IN THE

MTH-CENTURY SLAVE DWNERS

MTH CENTURY, maam!

HAD EXCUSES ALL THEIR OWN....

AND WHAT CAN I DO

FOR You, UM...
PETECTIVET

OFFICIAL INWESTIEATION
AND I HAWE ONE
VERY SiMPLE
QUEST ION:

YOUR QUESTION SURE DOES SouND SimPLE
To Mg, WoULDN'T You SpY So, PASTORT

IT SuRety is! /E

|

DETECTIVE, THAT LL BE FiNE. BLACK PeoPLe’

_1-;—‘_.‘—%—-________
v
mermenges | [ o Lo
OHARA. JUST CALL ME y o
PeoPLe &eT TO OWN T THAT \Way!

wHENEVER IN DOUBT, THE &ooD Book
PROVIDES US WITH ALL THE ANSWERS WE
NEED. JUST READ & ENESIS, CHAPTER 9,

e\ VeRrse 25.

3 ¥,

BUT PERHAPS You HAWENT
READ YOUR BIBLE,

ALTHR DE GOBNEAUS THE #0RAL AN INTELLECTIL IVERSTY OF RACES (B)

SCIENCE CONCURS WITH

TOR FLEMI
ﬁ ARE m& THe ool Book.... You

DE &LOBINEAV ON THE




THIS WHOLE MATTER CAN BE COMPARED To BReeDS OF
HORSES. You SE€, SoMe BReeDS ARE 400D FOR RIDING,
OTHERS MAKE FINE DRAFT HORSES WHILST OTHERS LEND
THEMSELVES TO THE NoBLE CAUSE OF m—/__.

AND THe SAME CAN Be
SAID of PeoPLe. PeoPLe
ARE ALSO DIVIDED INTO

DISTINCT BREEDS.

e V)

COUNTLESS SCIENTIFIC STUDIES
HAvE PROVED THAT THE WHITE
RACE IS INCONTESTABLY THE

MOST INTELLIGENT!

AND THE MOST
DILIGENT Too!

WHEREAS BLACK PeoPLE ARE THE LEAST )
INTELLIGENT, THEY Re OF TEN RULED BY AND So Lazy:
THEIR... €RM, PASSIONS.

OH,

" THEY NeeD A MASTER,
OTHERWISE THEYD
NEVER LIFT A FiNGeR!

SCIENTIFIC FACTS
oF THe MATTER!

AND WHERE eXACTLY DD You Find
THESE "SCIENTIFIC FACTS' oF

i

AND You'rRe wre Al
YOUR PROFESSORS AGReED
WiTH THIS THeory7

AT MY ALMA MATER, THE
UNIVERSITY OF VIREINIA,
My DEAR! IT'S THE FINEST
SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTION
IN ALL OF DiXie! I STUDIED
MEDICINE AND NATURAL
PHILOSOPHY.

MY PROFESSOR OF NATURAL
PHILOSOPHY PERSONALLY OWNS

I CAN SEE MADAM, THAT You

—

A

A FEW SLAVES.

THE SLaves?

THE UNIVERSITY AS WELL. WHo Do You
THINK BOILT iT7

FRANKLY, MY DEAR,
WEe DON'T &ive A

NEXT, You'LL BE ASKING A HORSE'S
oPINiON BEFORE RIDING TT!

THAT'S No SURPRISE....
AFTER ALL, WOMEN ARE
NOT RATIONAL ENOUGH TO
UNDERSTAND THE COMPLEXITIES
OF SCIENCE.
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ok, THANK You... THATLL
Be ALL!

PON'T TROUBLE YOURSELF. AS OUR LEARNED MEN OF SCIENCE GATHER
FURTHER PROOF, THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RACES WilL Become

MORE AND MORE OBVIOUS TO EVERYONE... EVEN YOU.

IS

20Ty 1

I AIN'T So SURE of THAT! You
KNOW WHAT THeY SAY, MiSS
OHARA.... AFTER ALL, TOMORROW

IS ANOTHER DAY....

o —— H—\Tz’?\'\_\"‘
o ‘\ - - :‘
AR
SHE LEAVING T
ALReADY7
MORE 1S THERE TD SAY,

WELL, WHAT

MR. BUTLERT
THE SCIENTIFIC
eVIDENCE 1S SIMPLY

OVERWHELMING.

my asS! IF THeSe PeofLe
WERE SCIENTISTS, THeEN

SLIENTIFIC
evViDENCE...

’ ; |
I'M AN OPERA SiNGER!

—-—.--.-.

Ty

F§~§

T




LaTer... [ MiAOW Hi, MARLOWE.

You HUNGRY = o .ON THE JANICE
4/ S— YOUNG SHOW ToDAY
i WE'RE TALKING

ABOUT EVERYONE'S

FAVORITE TOPIL—SOCIAL
HIERARLHIES!

I'M HAPPY TO WELLOME
@f 770\ THANK You So Mu—

L1

&<y | [ e merowe
p = WouLb Yov BeLieve

#\ THE CoINCiDENCET!

I kKNOW THIS suY!
He'S BeeN To MY oFFice!

SO, PROFESSOR HARAR], HERE'S THE FIRST QUESTION
I JUST CANT WAIT TO ASK....

HOW Do THe PRWILEGED JUSTIFY THER
SUPERIOR POSITIONT

FICTIONAL
STORIES,
OF COURSE.

THeY MADE THE SUN FROM PURUSHAS €YE, THE MOON FROM HiS
BRAIN, BRAHMIN PRIESTS FROM HIS MOUTH, KSATRIYA WARRIORS
FROM HIS ARMS, VAISYA PEASANTS AND TRADESMEN FROM HiS
THIGHS, SUDRA SERVANTS FROM HIS FEET...

TAKE THE FAMOUS HINDU CASTE SYSTem,
FOR EXAMPLE. THE PeoPLE WHO
BENEFITED MOST FROM THE CASTE
SYSTEM—THE BRAHMIN PRIESTS—CLAIMED
THAT THe SYSTem WAS CReEATED BY
COSMIC FORLES.... THEY SAID THAT IN THE
BEGINNING, THE UNIVERSE CONTAINED
JUST A SINGLE ENTITY, THE GIANT
PURVSHA, THEN THE GREAT 60DS CUT THE
GIANT INTO PleCesS AND FASHIONED THe
WHOLE UNIVERSE FROM DIFFERENT PARTS
OF HiM.

N

ACCORDING TO THIS CREATION
MY TH, THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN BRAHMIN PRIESTS
AND SUDRA SERVANTS WAS
AN ESSENTIAL AND ETERNAL
CONSTITUENT OF THEe CoSMoS.
IT WAS AS NATURAL AS THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE SUN

|

T
il

|l

il

| i ”TI‘I.T'u”H”
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MANY CIVILIZATIONS HAD SIMILAR STORIES. ACCORDING TO
CHINESE MY THOLOGY, IT WAS THE GoDDESS NOWA WHO CREATED
HUMANS FROM EARTH. SHE APPARENTLY USED HANDSOME
YELLOW CLAY TO MAKE ARISTOCRATS AND BROWN DIRT To
MAKE eVERYONE ELSE.

WHAT THE HeLL ARE
You DoiNG; MARLOWET

HEY, MARLOWE, T WpS LISTENING )
To PROFESSOR HARARIL  /

...THE DiFFERENCES
BETWEEN HINDU CASTES
&0 BACK NO MORe
THAN 3,000 YEARS. THE

...LIKE ALL THESE MYTHS, CASTE HIERARLHY HAS
THe STORY OF THE NOTHING To Do WiTH
PURVUSHA ISN'T SCIENTIFIC, DIVINE CREATION OR
To PUT T MILDLY. WE NOW THE LAWS OF NATURE,
KNOW THAT, WHEREAS IT'S INVENTED HUMAN
THE SUN AND THE MOON LAWS THAT mMAaDE Some
ARE ABOVUT 4.5 BilLioN PeoPLe MASTERS AND

YEARS oL... OTHERS SERVANTS.
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WE HAVE A FIRST CALLER. WE'RE

HMM... WE s
N AR | USTENNE... g

THeM BeE& HeY,
! / TH You
MARLOWE, \WHAT ‘T‘:ﬁc e
D'ya TNk i

IF You'D Like TO ASK OUR GVEST A QUESTION,
NOW'S THE TiMe! OUR NUMBER SHOULD BE VP ON /|
THE SCREEN RIGHT NOW.

PROFESSOR, \WOULD
You SAY THeRE ARe
ANY LARGE HUMAN

SOCIETIES THAT HAVE
GOTTEN BY WiTHOUT
THESE CRAZY-ASS
SToR1ES7

WG

—

CALL 4-800-3U2~UUSE

===
FOR LARGESCLALE SOLIETIES LikE THE
% ONES IVE BEEN TALKING ABOUT, NO.

AND COULD YOU GIVE A BALLPARK
FIGURE FOR HOW MANY PeoPLE
THROVGHOUT HISTORY HAVE BEEN
KiLLED OR ENSLAVED BECAUSE OF THESE
STories7

IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO QUANTIFY.
PROBABLY IN THE BILLIONS.

THANK YOU FOR THOSE EXCELLENT
QUESTIONS! WoULD You MIND INTRODUCING
YOURSELF !

Hvm! I BETTER NOT 60
INTO DETAILS.... LET'S
SAY I'm A DeTecTive
WHO'S INVESTIGATING

THS....

WELL, WE SURE DIDN'T exPecT
THAT! IT'S 6REAT THAT You
CALLED VS....

SURE 1S, MAAM, AND I CAN PROMISE THAT
I'M ABOUT TO REVEAL THE CULPRIT BEHIND
THIS HISTORICAL CRIME TO THE WHoLE
\WORLD.

YES, MARLOWE, YOU'RE HUNGRY,
oK, OK...

b

WOW, THAT WoulD Be
AMAZING. WE'D BE HAPPY
TO INVITE You To ouR STuDio
To TeLl VS ALL ABOUT (T.
&00DRYE, DETECTIVE.

AND NOW, TO OUR NEXT
CALLER.
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YEAH, YEAH SO YOU'RE HUNGRY...

DID You HEAR THAT, : A
&IMME A BREAK, KITTY CAT!

MARLOWET SoME OF
THe STUFF PeoPLe
BeLieve 1S JusST So
WHACKY!!

o HEHE
|

=) lf

DARN T! SomeonNe’s
CALLING ME....

|

LoPez! WHAT THE HelLL WERE You THINKING
TALKING ABOUT SUCH A SENSITIVE CASE
oN NATIONAL TVT!

You HEARD ME ON THE
TANICE YOUNG SHOW, CHIEFT

THE WHolLE
GoDDAMN \WORLD
HeEARD You.
COME SEE ME
IN MY OFFice
RIGHT AWAY,
peTecTivel




HAMILTON

UNPD

UNITED HATIONS ‘
POLICE DEPARTMENT

| d =
M) LOFGZ: YOU Kis SONNA DROF FROM THE TOR—DROP iT!
| THIS CASE RIGHT NOoW, DYou
POLICE CHIEF ; HeAR mel!7

WIIH(%

IT'S WAY Too HOT. I 60T ORDERS STRAIGHT

\

o
= /)
o
N - \\ =
2\ =
e Y i 5
HEY, COME ON... LIKE T SAID, THERE'S SOMETHING OFF WERE You BORN YESTERDAY, DETECTIVE?! OUR TOB IS
ABOUT THIS POCTOR FICTION.... ALL THE DIFFERENT To MAINTAIN SOCIAL ORDER. STOPPING CRIME... WELL...
ORDERS THAT HUMANS IMAGINED SOMEHOW INVOLVED THAT Too, SoMETIMES. AS FOR DISCRIMINATION... IT'S
UNFAIR HIERARLHIES AND TERRIBLE DISCRIMINATION.... JUST THE WAY OF THE WORLD!
PON'T You THINK WE SHoULD INVESTIGATE THISTT! IT7S
60T TA BE THE WORST cRiME IN HiSTorY!!! ISN‘T THAT
OUR JOB—STOPPING CRIMET R
_———-—‘-’/—

)
""-_?S\ 77 /-;ff

-

SomMe SOCIETIES MAY BE BETTER, SoMeE MAY Be

WORSE, BUT EVERYBODY KNOWS THERE'S NOT A SiNGLE

DECENT-SIZE€ CIVILIZATION THAT 60T BY WiTHOUT
| DISCRIMINATION—&ET A 6RiP!
IF WE'RE GONNA LIVE IN V
LARGE-SCALE SOLIETIES,

WE Need To PUT
PEOPLE INTO IMAGINED
CATEGORIES....

5 P

=
| =

WY

o

...OR RiCH AND POOR. CATEGORIES LIKE THAT HAVE
BEEN REGULATING RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN BILLIONS
OF PeoPLE FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS, LoPez! AND YeS,
THeY'VE MADE SoME PeoPLE LEGALLY, POLITICALLY OR
SoCIALLY SUPERIOR TO OTHERS, SURE THeY DiD.... BUT
WHAT THE POLICE HAVE BEEN DoING FOR THOUSANDS OF
YEARS IS PROTECTING THIS ORDER—NOT UNDERMINING 1T,
GoDDAMMIT! Do YOU GET HOW FRAGILE THIS ORDER 157
You START MESSING WITH DOCTOR FICTION, AND THE
WHOLE OF CIVILIZATION

COULD COME CRASHING DOWN
AROUND YoUR €ARS!

-
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I'M YOUR SUPERIOR OFFICER AND
1 eXPecCT You To okeY me!
UNDERSTAND 7! 7 THE CHAIN OF
COMMAND, LoPez!

ADAMSKI, WELL, WHAT
D'ya know! HOW'S
THINGST

ABOUT You?

MORE OF THE SAME, I'M HeRe
To DEFEND A CLIENT.... HOW

I CAN TELL YoU'RE CONCERNED ARBOUT
SOMETHING.... WoULD You Like TO TAke
A LiTTLE WaLkT

\

—

S0, HERE'S THE THING, HE'S MAKING M€
DROP THIS CASE.... I'M GUESSING DOCTOR
FICTION HAS FRIENDS IN VERY HIGH

PLACES....

I UNDERSTAND HOW
You Feel, DeTECTIVE.
BUT THEN A&AIN, I SHOULD
TELL You THAT YourR BoSS iISNT
ALTOGETHER WRONE WHEN HE
SAYS THAT HIERARCHIES PLAY AN

SURE, SOME HIERARCHIES ARE CLEPRLY WRONG.
I AM NOT A RACIST, You kNoW. I DoN'T even
S€€ RACE. WHITET BLACKT IT'S ALL THe
SAME TO ME.

BUT WHENEVER YoU
6ET MiLLIONS OF PEoPLE

..DIFFERENT PEoPLE ARE BOUND TO HAVE DIFFERENT ABILITIES, SO THEY REACH
DIFFERENT RUNGS ON THE SoCial LADDER AND GET DIFFERENT PERKS. IT'S TOTALLY

NATURAL.

171
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OH, SO IT'S ALL NATURE'S DoING, 1S IT7
ARE YOU GONNA START TELLING STORIES
ABOUT THE SUN AND THE MOON Like
THE oTHERS?

NO, WHAT I MEANT WAS... TAKE US
LAWYERS, FOR EXAMPLE....

THE OTHER DAY IN COURT
I WAS UP AGAINST THIS POOR
SAP WHO WAS So BAD You
WONDER HOW HE EVER 60T

SPepk STRAIGHT To THe
TuD&E, TRIPPED UP HiS OWN
WITNESS AND NEVER NOTICED
MY TRICKS....

- DOES THAT MAKE (T MY FAULT THAT I CHARGE
THE GVY CiTeED THE WRONG J
LEGAL Fsar:eaerffs, COULDN'T MY CLIENTS $10,000 AN HOUR WHEN HE 6€TS

AND You THINK You JUST HAVE YOUR
AMAZING DNA TO THANK FOR HAVING SUCH
AN edse’

OF COURSE! WHAT €LSe
wWouLD iT Be7 No oNe
EVER GAVE ME ANY
DISCOUNTS, You KnNOW.

WELL, LET ME TELL YA SOMETHING
MR. NATURAL TALENT....

ID Love TO HEAR THIS....
BUT I HAVE TO 0. TIME
IS MONEY, DETECTIVE...
AND MY TIME'S A LooooT
of money!!




IT WAS 600D TO SEE YOU AGAIN, DETECTIVE, AS FOR YOUR
DOUBTS ABOUT DOCTOR FICTION, I CAN ONLY ENCOURAGE You
TO LISTEN TO YouR SUPERIORS AND DROP THIS PARTICULAR
CASE....

YEAH, RIGHT... THANKS

ALL THE SAME,

==ty

I CAN'T DROP (T. DOCTOR FICTION
MAY FOOL THE COMMISSIONER AND
ADAMSKI AND ALL THE OTHERS, BUT
I WoN'T Be FoolLeDd ANY LONGER....

SAY, THE BOSS J€ez... TALK ABOUT
IS LEAVING A BoOMER cAR!
ALREADY....

HA, OF COURSE HE'S LEAVING,
'S SeveN PM. ALREADY....

IT'S TUMBLEWEED CITY HERE.... HOW 'BOUT I
TRACK DOWN THE FiLe IN THE ARCHIVES....
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THE Hal Ae VB % T SOHETIMES YOURE WASTING YOUR SURE, AND THAT'S HOW COME WE BOTH
DOiNG HERET WATT, LET | -0 R TiME, PoC: T DROPPED HAPPEN To BE IN THE ARCHIVE RooM
ME GUESS.... You BgeN | FOLLOW Your THE CASE.... RIGHT NOW
SPYiNG ON MY every | INVESTIEATION, YES.. —
MoveE SiNce Forever, [ 1D Like To coNvince
WHO You THINK I AM,
SELENA.
§ ) =
&G
L HEARD YOUR CONVERSATION \WITH THAT A LOT OF THESE "NATURAL Sl hISRITNG. Y ot
O EPRIABRL | | viererences in piiTies THaT He's | | PP FE D P8 meaN?
W g L So PRoUD oF ARE ALSO ROOTED IN ' '
- FICTIONAL STORIES
| & Yy
g il POCTOR... FICTiON!!
GETTING BETTER!
3 [~

"/ WHAT Were
=/ You 60ING TO SpY
WHEN HE CUT

You SHoRT7

~5#7 I NGVER NOTICED THERE IT’S OBVIOUS iF YoU THINK ABOUT iT.... | | TAKE OUR FRIEND ADAMSKI... T
WRLA S BT OF COURSE FICTIONAL STORIES DON'T BET You DIDN'T KNOW HE HAS AN
MESS DIRECTLY WITH ANYONE'S DNA. BUT IDENTICAL TWIN BROTHER CALLED
TALENT BY ITSELF G0ES UNTAPPED (F CHUCK.....
(T ISN'T ENCOURAGED, NURTURED AND !
DeveLoPeD.

Il
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ADAMSKI DOESN'T KNOW THIS HIMSELF, THeY _ ADAMSKI'S BROTHER HAD A RAW DEAL, TRAILING FROM
| WeRe SEPARATED AT BIRTH, A MIX-UP WiTH ONE ORPHANAGE TO ANOTHER. HIS FOSTER FAMILY
WRIST TAGS. B DID BASICALLY NOTHING To HELP Him, HIS SCHOOLING
WAS... LET'S SAY CHAOTIC...

- uw T
% e
\é;.
4 ¥ —
N
i I
05 H
" S iy i : o
) Y — E
—— - L s

...AND HiS mMoST Secure, BeST-PAID JToB BoiLED

THE ADAMSKI YOU KNOW G6REW UP IN A TOTALLY
DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENT. HIS PARENTS WERE SUPER-
RICH. HE WAS RAISED WITH A SiLVER SPOON IN HIS
MOUTH AND WAS LAVISHED WITH THE MOST EXPENSIVE
PRIVATE eDUCAT ION.

DOWN TO THIS....

. Ok, I GEDDIT. SO THEY HAVE THE SAME GENES BUT
HE GREW VP TO BE A BRILLIANT LAWYER WHO HAD DIFFERENT OPPORTUNITIES... AND FiCTiONAL
HANDLES THE BIGGEST CASES. STORIES DETERMINE WHO GETS WHICH OPPORTUNITIES.

 EE———————]

AH! Here We Are!
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EVEN THOUG&H THE TWo BROTHERS HAD IDENTICAL LET ME TeLL You, EVERY SoCieTY 1S BASED oN
GENETIC BAGGAGE, THE MINUTE THEY FELL INTD IMAGINED HIERARLHIES. I COULD HAVE TOLD You THE
THOSE DIFFERENT SOCIAL CLASSES, THERE WAS LITTLE ADAMSKI BROTHERS' STORY ABOUT TWIN BROTHERS IN
CHANCE THeY'D eNTOY THE SAME SUCCESS. A TH-CENTURY FRANCE OR TWIN SISTERS IN BTH-
CENTURY INDIA ACCIDENTALLY RAISED IN DIFFERENT

CASTES....

0K... BUT ONE THING I DON'T 6€ET. AND EXACTLY WHY DoeS INDIAN
WHY DO COLTURES COME UP WITH CIViLiZATION DIVIDE PEOPLE INTO imﬁﬁgééﬂmﬁ
SO MANY DIFFERENT WAYS T DiVIDE CASTES WHILE THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE TERARLH 2 2o
’ e ALL KINDS OF ACLIDENTAL HISTORICAL
PeoPLE” _ CLASSIFIED THEM BY RELI&GION AND -
r MODERN AMERICA BY RACET CIRCUMSTANCES, AND THEN THeY Re
: PERPETUATED AND REFINED OVER MANY

GENERATIONS... AS VARIOUS GROUPS
CULTIVATE THER OWN VESTED INTEREST
IN THE SYSTem.

WELLOME To MY HUMBLE ABODE,
SELENA.
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Come ON OVER, THANKS, BUT I DON'T THIS iS NO ORDINARY PROGRAM.
SIT Down! HOVE TIME TO HANG OUT THESE IMAGES ARE FROM
WATCHING TV AND EATING SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS

Pizza! AROUND THE WORLD.
",

1

\!

e

oH, ok! You JUST WANNA SHoW
ME HOW YoU SPY ON ME,
IS THAT YouR 6ame7

JUST WATCH, You'lL
&E€T THE PICTURE,
WHEN You PRESS

THE REWIND BUTTON,
You CAN See

EVERY THING THAT
HAPPENED, WAY BALK
TO THE DISTANT
PAST....

IT'S A GREAT WAY To UNDERSTAND HUMAN HISTORY,

RIGHT 7 NO PROBLEM. ,
= ,/ i/ o 0\
HeaM... JUST Like I

DO YoU HAVE iMAGES OF ANCIENT THOUGHT... No 60DS
INDIAT Could WE SomMeHoOW SLICING UP & GIANT
REWIND TO WHEN THE CASTE PURUSHA. MORE LIKE A
SYSTem FIRST STARTED? BUNCH OF HUMANS SLICING
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|

THE CASTE SYSTem DIDN'T
DROP DOWN FROM HEAVEN
ALLY FORMED. IT evolveD
GRADVALLY. IT'S DIFFiCULT
TO 6€T A CLEAR PICTURE
BecAUSE You CAN'T

EXACTLY SEE CASTE.

LTI

IT'S ALL IN THE MIND. ANYHOW, SOMETHING LIKE
THE CASTE SYSTEM MAY HavE STARTED ABOUT 3,000
YEARS AGO \WHEN PEOPLE FROM CENTRAL ASIA
CONQUERED PARTS OF NORTHERN INDIA. OR PERHAPS
IT STARTED LATER. THERE WERE S0 MANY WARS, IT'S
HARD TO TeLL....

e —

UL

A

WHAT IS CLEAR IS THE PROCESS.
THE VICTORS BECAME THE
KINGS, WARRIORS AND PRIESTS.
THeY Took THe BeST LAND
FOR THeMSELVES, AND SPENT
THEIR TIME DOING THE MOST
INTERESTING THINGS. LikE RIDING
ELEPHANTS To BATTLE, BUILDING
TEMPLES AND COMPOSING MY THS.

MEANWHILE, THE NATIVES
WERE REDVCED TO THE RANKS OF
SERVANTS AND SLAVES....

THE NeW ELITE WANTED TO BE SURE TO KEEP THEIR
ASSETS AND THEIR PRIVILEGED STATUS.

M[‘/ No SURPRISE THERE...
AND HOW DID THeY Do
i A
Y, 7

THEY WERE ESPECIALLY KEEN FOR THEIR CHILDREN To BE
RiCH AND POWERFUL TOO. S0, TO STOP THEIR SERVANTS'
CHILDREN COMPETING WiTH THEIR OWN, THE PRIESTS AND
WARRIORS INSISTED THAT PeoPLE ALWAYS DID THE SAME
JoB AS THEIR PARENTS.
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I'mM SO SORRY.... YOUR PARENTS
ARE SERVANTS, AREN'T THeY7

So You Too MUST BE A SERVANT
WHEN YoU GROW VP, THIS CLASS

IS NOT FoR You.

BUT I DONT WANT
To BE A SERVANT NoBoDY
; ] CARES WHAT
LiKE MY PARENTS
I WANT To BE Y"”T”S‘MT
A PRIEST! SERVANTS CANNOT

Become PRIESTS.

BUT WHY i
NoT7 BeCAVSE THE 60DS SAID So. THE 60DS MADE

PRIESTS DIFFERENT FROM SERVANTS, AND THINGS
THAT THE 60DS MADE SEPARATE, PEOPLE SHOULD

keEP SEPARATE.

BUT THAT'S

BUT WATLH, THERE'S MORE. TO PLAY UP THE
IMPRESSION THAT SERVANTS AND PRIESTS WERE
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT ENTITIES, THEY MADE
EACH CASTE WEAR DIFFERENT CLOTHES, LIVE IN
DIFFERENT NEIGHBORHOODS AND AvVOoID DOING THINGS

TO&ETHER....

THIS BRAHMIN FAMILY.... BRAHMIN KIDS, NEVER WiTH
THOSE FILTHY SUDRAS, DO YOU

UNDERSTAND7

YES,
FaTHER!

S~

el THE BASIC
ARGUMENT I THe CASTE
ever HeARrD... SYSTem
NoW LISTEN TO You WiLL PLAY ONW WiTH VERY GooD! AND mMake SURE You TALK TO THeM

AS LITTLE AS POSSIBLE. AND IF I EVER CATCH You
EATING \WITH THeM, THERE L BE TRovBLE!

IT'S NUTS... |

AND NONE
OF THeSE
KiDS ever
QUESTIONED
ALL THIST

OH YES, SomMe
DID.... WAIT
AND See....
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AND YOU CAN FORGET ALL ABOUT THAT &iRL,

You'lL NeveR BE ALLOWED To MARRY Her!
SHE'S A SUDRA!

WHAT'S LOVE 60T To Do WITH T 7 DON'T You REMEMBER

THE STORY OF THE GIANT PURUSHAT WE BRAHMINS WERE
MADE FROM PURUSHA'S MOUTH, WHILE THE SUDRAS WERE
MADE FROM PURUSHA'S FEET. THINGS THAT THE 60DS MADE
SEPARATE, PEOPLE SHOULD KEEP SEPARATE,

THAT'S JUST A LEGEND You
TELL CHILDREN.

goy!

BLASPHEMY!
YOU INSOLENT

THE 60DS CLEARLY SEPARATED BRAHMINS FROM SUDRAS,
JUST AS THeY SEPARATED THE SUN FROM THE MOON AND
DAY FROM NIGHT. IF PEoPLE START MIXING UP THE CASTES,
IT WiLL DESTROY THE ORDER THAT THE 60DS CREATED, AND
THE WHOLE UNIVERSE WilL COLLAPSE INTO CHAOS.

DO YoU WANT THeE SUN AND MOON
TO FALL FRom THe Sky777

AND THAT'S HOW THE CASTE SYSTEM BECAME AN INTEGRAL PART ofF
RELI&ION, SOCIETY AND EVEN ROMANCE.

—
-F /_\[ ...AXNYONE FOR A SLICE OF
QUATTRO erloﬂ“?

DID THEY REMEMBER TO SEPARATE

THE OLIVES FROM THE MUSHRooMS7

You KNOW I DON'T Like THeEM ALL
MIXED-UP.
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NOTHING HAPPENS ...THE CASTE SYSTEM i§ AN
BY MERE ETERNAL cOSMIC REALITY....
CHANCE.... B

THE GUYS WHO CLAMBERED TO THE TOP OF THE PYRAMID WOULD
NEVER ADMIT THAT THEIR PRIVILEGED STATUS WAS THE ReSULT
OF SoMe RANDOM HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT, LIKE A WAR.

&=

To KEEP THE SYSTem STABLE AND PREVENT DIFFERENT
CASTES FROM MIXING, A MAGICAL INGREDIENT WAS ADDED
To THE SoCIAL ReECIPE: THE CONCEPT OF PURITY AND
PoLLUT IoN!

B 3

PIoUS HINDUS WERE TAVGHT THAT CLOSE CONTACT WITH
SOMEONE OF A DIFFERENT CASTE Could POLLUTE THeM
PERSONALLY, AND GENERAL MIXING OF CASTES WOULD MAKE
THE WHOLE OF SOCIETY IMPURE,

/

\\\‘lf.’r(,

- CHoMP =
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I'M NOT 6ETTING i i . oo e
VEWNFR;W THE HINDUS WEREN'T THE SOCIAL THEORIES ABOUT PURITY AND 3’7‘52‘3;? @“‘; 'mfﬁ?rl;%
VIBES FROM THIS ONLY ONES WiTH THeESE POLLUTION HTACKED BIOLOGILAL DISGUST MIGHT CARRY DISEASE
PURITY TALK! iIDEAS. ALL OVER THE MECHANISMS THAT ARE ESSENTIAL FOR
WORLD AND ALL THROUGH HUMAN SURVIVAL. oo
THE AGES, NOTIONS OF L W _
PURITY AND POLLUTION ~ ...LIKE, SAY,
UNDERPINNED HUMAN {‘fl A DepD RAT....
HERARCHIES.

\

IF You WANNA 1SoLATE AND OPPRESS A GROUP OF HUMANS, THE
BEST WAY TO Do (T IS TO CONVINCE EVERYONE ELSE THAT THeY'Re <
A SOURCE€ OF POLLUTION.

I MEAN, IT'S BEEN SAID OF TEWS, RomA,
w GPYS, BLACK PEOPLE, WOMEN....

SoMeTIMES THESE GROUPS WERE SAID
TO CARRY ACTUAL DISEASES.

e

MORE OFTEN, THEY WERE
SeenN AS A "SOURCE OF
RACIAL OR RELI&IOVS
IMPURITY,”

WHATEVER THAT
MEANS....

7) 3
$ -
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IN INDIA, THE LINK BETWEEN CASTE AND PURITY
BeCAME SO DEEPLY eMBEDDED THAT PeoPLE BELIEVED
IN 1T FOR CENTURIES.

o

ST
THAT'S EXACTLY THE V
- PROBLEM WITH YOUR ’
S STORIES, Do) 4
@ AR \

‘

e —
7

.
Ry

THeEY 'RE NOT MY STORIES, SELENA.
DON'T SHOOT THE MESSENGER!

IT WAS PeoPLE WHO CAME LP
WITH THE SPECIFIC STORY
OF CASTE, AND THEN KePT
ELABORATING ON 1T....

OVER TIME, HINDUS DEFINED MORE AND MORE CASTES, SUB-CASTES

AND SUBSUB-CASTES. EVENTUALLY, THERE WERE, LIKE, 3,000
OF THESE GROVPINGS! THESE WERE CALLED TATI, WHICH, iF You
TRANSLATE (T LITERALLY, MEANS "BIRTH.”

L ?’}

Vo

A PERSON'S TAT1 DETERMINED THEIR JOB, WHAT THEY
COULD EAT, WHERE THEY LIVED AND WHO THEY CouLd
MARRY....

2

BUT ALL THAT DIVERSITY DIDNT CHANGE THE
MAIN PRINCIPLE OF THE SYSTeM. eVerY PERSON
WAS BORN INTO A PARTICULAR TATI, AND
BREACHING THE RULES OF YOUR TATI WOULD
POLLUTE You AND THeE WHoLE OF SoCIETY.

%)

JUST LIKE LIONMAN SAaiD, You Ccould USUALLY
MARRY ONLY SOMEONE IN YOUR OWN CASTE, AND
YOUR KiIDS INHERITED THE SAME STATUS.
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EVERY TIME A NEW JoB BECAME A THING OR IF SOME GROUP COULDN'T €T RECOGNITION AS A CASTE, THeY

A NEW GROUP OF PEOPLE CAME ON THE SCENGE, WERE LITERALLY OUT-CASTES. THEY WERENT CONSIDERED A
THOSE PEOPLE HAD TO BE RECOENIZED AS A PART OF SOLIETY—NOT EVEN ON (TS LOWEST RUNG. THEY WERE
SEPARATE CLASTE AND &IVEN THEIR PLACE IN UTTERLY IMPURE, AND ANY CONTACT WITH THEM POLLUTED You.
SOCIETY. THEY WERE KNOWN AS UNTOUCHABLES.

THEY HAD TO LIVE SEPARATELY FROM OTHER PEoPLE ] )
AND TO SCRAPE A HUMILIATING LIVING BY DOING THINGS IN MODERN INDIA, DEMOLRATIC GOVERNMENTS HAVE

LIKE SIETING THROVGH GARBAGE. EVEN PEoPLE IN THE WORKED HARD TO DISMANTLE THE CASTE SYSTem AND
LOWEST CASTES SHUNNED THeM.

CONVINCE PEOPLE THAT CASTE MIXING WON'T PoLLuTE
THeM.

-

BUT LASTE ==
MY THS PERSIST,
S0 eEMPLOYMENT | 3 - =
DECISIONS AND 1
MARRIAGES ARE

OF TeN STilL foh
INFLUENC ED BY ' 5 W
CASTE.... —a ol

sl

THAT'S HOW, OVER TIME, A
WEIRD STORY WiTH OBSCURE
ORIGINS BELAME A RIGID
SOCIAL HIERARCHY.

A SIMILAR VICIOUS CIRCLE UNDERPINS THE RACIAL HIERARLHY IN MODERN AMERICA.
FROM THE 46TH TO THE BOTH CENTURY, EUROPEAN CONQUERORS TRANSPORTED
MILLIONS OF AFRICAN SLAVES TO WORK IN MINES AND ON PLANTATIONS.
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HM... HOW COME AFRICANS .
Were uSeb AS SLaves?
I MEAN, WHY NOT EUROPEANS
oR ASIANST

SECOND, THERE WAS ALREADY A WELL~
ESTABLISHED SLAVE TRADE IN AFRICA,
EXPORTING SLAVES MAINLY TO THE MiDDLE
ENST. SLAVERY \WAS RARE IN EUROPE... AND (T
WAS EASIER TO BUY SLAVES IN AN eXISTING

MARKET THAN TO START FROM SCRATCH.

So THERE ARE THREe
REASONS, FIRST OF ALL, AFRICA
WAS CLOSER—IT WAS CHEAPER
To IMPORT SLAVES FROM
SENEGAL THAN, SAY, VIETNAM.
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AND THIRD, PLANTATIONS IN PLACES LIKE VIRGINIA, TAMAICA AND BRAZIL ALL HAD OUTBREAKS OF MALARIA AND YELLOW FEVER,
WHICH CAME ORIGINALLY FROM AFRICA. OVER MANY GENERATIONS AFRICANS HAD BUILT UP PARTIAL IMMUNITY TO THeSe
TROPILAL DISEASES WHILE DEFENSELESS EVROPEANS DIED IN THE THOUSANDS.

R 1 N i — TR =<
S ._Hi@_mg@g. a L "M"ﬁ QI e

}‘;‘:}l‘i W U
= _

A

" —

'.'.'.-d:'_ = Ty

=
A i
Wby

AN IMMUNIZED AFRICAN SLAVE THAN A EVROPEAN SLAVE WHO MIGHT
SooN Die.

IT MADE WAY MORE SENSE FOR A PLANTATION OWNER TO INVEST IN /

EXACTLY RIGHT...
AFRICANS WERE MORE
ADAPTED TO TROPICAL

CLIMATES THAN
EVROPEANS AND THAT'S
WHY THeY eNDED UP AS

SLAVES TO EUROPEAN
mMASTERS!

il

0K... S0 YOU'RE TELLING
ME AFRICANS WERE, LIKE,
BIOLOGICALLY SUPERIOR, BUT
THAT'S EXACTLY WHY THeY eNDed
UP AT THE BOTTOM OF THE
SociAL LADDERT!
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S0, IT WAS A BUNCH OF RANDOM AND I BET YoU CAN GUESS THAT AMERICAS

FACTORS THAT DIVIDED AMERICA'S WHITE MASTERS DIDN'T WANT ANYONE

N S ieTies ;N'..m R THINKING THAT SLAVERY WAS THE OUTCOME
CASTE OF WHITE EUROPEANS AND OF BRUTE MILITARY POWER AND ECONOMIC
AN ENSLAVED CASTE OF BLACK INTERESTS. PEOPLE RARELY ADMIT THER

AFRICARS.... | CRUBLTY AND SELFISHNESS.

— | WHICH IS WHY THeY uSeD
RELIGIOVS AND SCIENTIFIC
MY THS TO HELP JUSTIFY
THE NeW ARTIFICIAL
DIVISION BETWEEN BLACK
AND WHITE PeoPLE.

BIOLOGISTS EVEN CLAIMED THAT AFRICANS WERE LESS
INTELLIGENT THAN EUROPEANS AND LACKED A DeveloPed
MORAL SENSE.

THEOLO&IANS DU& OUT A PASSAGE
IN THE BIBLE THAT SAID THE
DESCENDANTS OF ONE OF NOAH'S
SONS WERE DESTINED TO BE
SLAVES.

Ham'!!! You AND Your
OFFSPRING SHALL BE
FOREVER CURSED FOR \WHAT
you DiD!

KEEP AWAY FROM THEM, THEY LIVE CAKED IN FiLTH,

POCTORS WARNED THAT BLACK SURROUNDED BY RATS—THEY PASS ON DISEASES! YOV ) =77 F

€l PeopLe WeRe A SOURLE OF

nr i ;
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;vﬂf; WeRe AROUND 1800, SLAVERY GRADVALLY
ORIGINALLY STARTED DISAPPEARING. SLAVES IN
INVENTED HAITI STAGED A SUCCESSAUL REVOLT,
To JUSTIFY WHILE EUROPEAN AND AMERICAN

ABOLITIONISTS HELPED OUTLAW
SLAVERY, AND STOP THE ATLANTIC
SLAVE TRADE....

SLAVERY.

OVER THE NEXT CENTURY,

SLAVERY WAS 6RADVALLY SUT THE END oF
: SLawveRrY DIDN' T MeaN
ABOLISHED ACROSS ALL
: THe eND OoF ALL THoSe
NTINENT. ;
co . P

You BeT (T DIDN'T....

I CAN TELL You A THING
OR TWO ABOUT THAT....
wouLD You PASS THe
REMOTE....

E—

e

MONTEOMERY 155

JUST Look AT

YES... SO THE HISTORICAL PHENOMENON THAT

ALL THIS CRAP...

GENERATED THESE RACIST MY THS—I MEAN

SLAVERY—MAY HAVE ENDED...

P
W

o

. BUT THE MY THS LIVED

ON AND eveN DevelLoPeD -

THAT'S THE Vicious CiRcLe T
WAS TALKING ABOUT....

4

FURTHeR....

WAIT... WHAT ARE
You eveN DoiNgT 77

i A

p—
AL T et L

I'M TRYING TO EXPLAIN \WHAT
HAPPENED. COME ON OVER HERE,
WE NEeD To 60 BACK IN TIME TO
UNDERSTAND....

.

'R
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ok, I'M RIGHT
BEHIND You....

SHEESH, (T'S HOT! STINKING HOT!
WHERE eveN ARe WeT7

& EORE1A,
JUuLY 1868.

IT'S THREE YEARS
SINCE THE CIVIL- WAR
ENDED. SLAVERY HAS BEeN

ABOLISHED...

______,_,_....--"
e

—

...AND BLACK FOLKS ARE
THEORETICALLY NoW

FULLY EQUAL TO WHITES

THROVGHOUT THE US of Al

HMM... THE WORLD IS SUDDENLY PeRFeCT

BUT ONLY ON PAPER, RIGHT 7 WELL, [T WAS NEVER GONNA BE EASY LEVELING THE PLAYING FieLD

BETWEEN WHITE AND BLACK PEOPLE LIKE NOTHING HAD HAPPENED,
AND THINKING BLACK PEOPLE WOULD SUDDENLY HAVE THE SAME

OPPORTUNITIES AS WHITES.

----------
-

JUST Look, THE
INEQUALITY'S So
CLEAR. AFTER
TWo CENTURIES
oF SLAVERY, THE
AVERAGE BLACK
PERSON WAS
POORER AND LESS
EDUCATED THAN THE

AVERAGE WHITE.
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THIS BLACK TEENAGER BORN IN ATLANTA IN

1865 HAD WAY LESS CHANCE OF GETTING A 600D
EDUCATION AND FINDING WELL-PAID WORK THAN A
WHITE BOY THE SAME AGE.

—

A GENERATION LATER, THE BLACK GVY WITH THE
MEAGER SALARY COULDN'T AFFORD TO SEND HIS KiDS TO A
DECENT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, WHILE THE WHITE 6UY'S
KiDS WENT ALL THE WAY TO COLLESE.

THERE
WERE PLENTY
oF PoOR
UNEDUCATED WHITE

DiFFERENCE
WASN'T JUST

BESIDES, THE INDUSTRIAL ReEVOLUTION AND HUGE WAVES OF
IMMIGRAT ION MADE THE STATES A SUPER-FLUID SOCIETY, SO0 ANY OLD
RAGS COULD TURN INTD A MIGHTY FINE THREE-PieCe WIT....

IF MONEY WERE THE ONLY THING THAT MATTERED, THE
DiviDe BETWEEN THE RACES WOULD SOON HAVE BEEN
ERASED....

BUT THAT AIN'T WHAT
HAPPENED AT ALL....

IF You ASk Mg, I THINK DEMOCRALY 1S FiNE
I MEAN DEMOCRALY WITHOUT THE COLOR LINE
UNCLE SAM SAYS, "WE'LL LIVE THE AMERICAN WAY"
LET'S €T TOGETHER AND KiLL TiM CROW ToDAY”

Py

ARSOLUTELY NOT... EVEN AFTER SLAVERY
WAS ABOLISHED, LONGSTANDING RACIST
MY THS MADE A LOT OF PEOPLE BELIEVE
TERRIBLE THINGS—FOR EXAMPLE, THAT
BLACK PEOPLE WERE STUPID VIOLENT,
LAZY AND IMMORAL.

&

- -

| e D -".-_.-_—' ﬁ —
%1

—_—

Y -

HA, YEAH... BASILALLY, SoCiAL
POLLUTANTS...

g - 3

-

= ’ o ‘-..d - = .
- . B AL S :

“ToSH WHITE &RANDPA
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IF A BLACK PERSON SOMEHOW MANAGED To 6ET A 00D
EDUCATION AND APPLIED FOR A RESPECTABLE T0B... LIKE,
SAY, BEING A BANK TELLER...

bank is
recrusting

...HIS CHANCES OF 6ETTING THAT JoB WERE WAY BELOW THE
___cith;n_foes OF SOME WHITE 6UY WiTH THE SAME QUALIFICATIONS.

THE STI6MA OF BEING LABELED INTRINSICALLY LAZY,
LESS RELIABLE AND LESS INTELLIGENT ALWAYS PLAYED

= e ol il i i S S Al I 5 il . i I T i i

You'D HAVE THOUGHT PEoPLE WoULD 6RADVALLY REALIZE

START PROVING THEY WERE JUST AS COMPETENT, LAW-
ABIDING AND CLEAN AS WHITES.

THESE LABELS WERE PURE MYTHS AND BLACK PeoPLE COULD

BECAUSE WHITE PEOPLE HAD ALL
THE BEST JORBS, IT WAS eASY TO
BELIEVE BLACK PeoPLE REALLY

WERE INFERIOR.

AS You SEg, MR, BUTLER, THESE
BLACKS HAVE BEEN FREE FOR
GENERATIONS, AND, IF I MAY SAY So,
THERE ARE NO BLACK TEACHERS,
LAWYERS, DOCTORS OR EVEN BANK
TeLLERS! SURELY THAT PROVES THAT

INTELLIGENT AND HARDWORKING.

-—---—-"—""-.__ 5 —
e —— © e =

[

El|  BUT THE exACT OPPOSITE HAPPENED: THE PRETUDICES JUST
El  KePT 6€TTiNG WoRrSe!

Q
<

BLACK PEOPLE ARE SIMPLY LESS I
N

BLACK PEOPLE WERE TRAPPED IN A VICIOUS CIRCLE THEY
WEREN T RECRVITED INTO WHITE-COLLAR TOBS BECAUSE OF
THIS REPUTATION FOR BEING STUPID AND UNRELIABLE.

e

OH, DIDN'T I TeLL You7 we've
ALREADY FOUND SOMEONE FOR
THE SECRETARIAL POSITION....

AND IF ANYONE WANTED PROOF OF THEIR
INFERIORITY... WELL, THERE WERE NO BLACK PeoPLe
IN WHITE-COLLAR TOBRS. A VICIOUS CIRCLE IN ALL TS
&LORY... A RANDOM HISTORICAL SITUATION TRANSLATED
INTO A RiGiD SOCIAL SYSTeEM, A TERRIBLE BURDEN
PASSED FROM GENERATION TO &ENERATION...
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| !

THE VICIOUS CIRCLE DIDN'T STOP THERE. AS RACIST MY THS THIS NEW REGIME OF RACIAL SEEREGATION WAS

6REW STRONGER, WHITES FELT THE NeeD To CReATE KNOWN AS THE 'TiM CROW LAWS,” AFTER THE
NEW RULES TO KEEP BLACK PEOPLE IN THEIR PLACE FICTITIOUS CHARACTER TiM CROW, WHO EMBODIED
AND PROTECT WHITE SOLIETY FRoM THE SUPPOSEDLY RACIST STEREOT YPES ABOUT BLACK PEOPLE.

POLLUTING EFFECTS OF RACE MIXTURE.

e e j'\ “'
o
WHERE CAN WHITE "
A MAN GET =
A SiMPLE PéoFie ON LY

CUP OF oy

COFfeEE....

o ot e
<

THESE LAWS WERE TUSTIFIED BY RACIST MY THS—AND 1N BLACK PEOPLE WERE BANNED FROM VOT ING
TURN STRENGTHENED THOSE MY THS.
y
THeY'RE AL
IGNORANT AND
IMMORAL, QUITE
INCAPABLE
OF VOTING
INTELLIGENTLY!
M
BLACK CHILDREN WERE BANNED FROM WHITE SCHOOLS. BLACK PEOPLE WERE BANNED FROM WHITE SHOPS.
THeY'LL PASS oN )
OH MY, No, FOR THEIR WICKEDNESS AND WE URE DoN'T
PITY’S Spke! DISGUSTING INFLUENCES IVREED TR o
TO OUR CHiLDReN! OUR PREMISES:
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| BLACK PEOPLE WERE BANNED FROM WHITE RESTAURANTS. i

|
T

WE Do HAVE
HY&IENE STANDARDS,

You kNow!

BLACK PEOPLE WERE BANNED FROM WHITE HOTELS.

ABSOLUTELY NoT!
THeY'LL E@Fetsr
THe BeEDDING!

THE JUSTIFICATION WAS ALWAYS THE SAME.

WHAT oD AND NATURE
MADE SEPARATE, PeoPLe
SHOULD keEEeP SEPARATE.
IF You ALLOW ANY
MIXING CIVILIZATION

| 1 WilL colLpaPsel
el

AND, OF COURSE, THESE FEARS WERE SUBSTANTIATED BY
PSEUDOSCIENTIFIC STUDIES THAT “"PRovel’ ALL THIS....

i

HERE'S CONFIRMAT ION
THAT BLACK PeoPLe

ARE INDEED LESS
eDUCATED....

DISEASES ARE MORE WIDESPREAD AMONG THEM,
AND THE CRIME RATE IS FAR HIGHER IN THEIR

@mﬂiﬁe&!

THESE STUDIES FAILED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT SICKNESS AND
CRIME WERE LARGELY THE RESULT OF SOCIAL DISCRIMINATION |
RATHER THAN INNATE BIOLOGICAL TENDENCIES.... |

N

D)
3

WHITES
ONLY




INSTEAD OF RACIAL DIFFERENCES BEING GRADUALLY WASHED
AWAY, THEY BecAme eNTRENCHED.

P H( i

PPy {H“m” I

WHITES
onLY!

|

THE MY THS SPAWNED

LAWS, AND THE LAWS

PROPAGATED MORE
MY THS.

LET M€ 60! I JUST mﬁ;ﬁﬁ'“&
WANT To STUDY Here! :

IN 4958 A BLACK STUDENT ) THAT'S Him over THeRe.
TRIED To ENROLL AT THIS A _ —
UNIVERSITY.

YUP.. THE JUD&EE WiLL RULE
AGAINST HIM....

LOCK HIM UP IN A MENTAL
ASYLum! A BLACK MAN MUST
SURELY BE INSANE TO THINK
HE CouLD ENROLL AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI....
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BUT THERE'S MORE.... THE THING THAT ReALLY
FReEAKED OUT SOUTHERNERS WAS SeXUAL
RELATIONSHIPS AND MARRIAGE BETWEEN BLACK
MEN AND WHITE \WOMEN.

I CAN TELL You, A WHOLE TON OF
,) \ NORTHERNERS FELT THE SAME WaY!

?OU"MREE'H'EH IF THERE WAS THE TEENSIEST UGSESTION PROVEN OR

NVENTED.. -
/@ MY 6OD! WOULDYA DO SOMETHING; boc
No WAY of

CHANGING THE
PAST...

WHITE SUPREMACISTS IN THE KU KLUX KLAN CARRIED OUT A LOT OF KILLINGS Like
THAT... ALL IN THE NAME OF PRESERVING THE PURITY OF THE WHITE RACE.

li_hﬂ""“*

gy

PFEF! PURITY! THAT FREAKIN' MY TH JUST
NEVER 6065 AWAY!

&0~-TO LOOK...

AND DON'T FORGET RURITY'S BFF—BEAUTY! WITH RACIST MYTHS 6ETTING
DEEPER AND DEEPER INTD THE AMERICAN IMAGINATION, THE ENTIRETY

OF AESTHETIC STANDARDS IN THE US WERE BUILT ON WHITE STANDARDS OF
BEAVTY. WHITE PEOPLE'S PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS WERE PRESENTED AS THE

..\WHILE BLACK PEOPLE WERE KEPT
OUT OF THE MEDIA ON THE SPURIOUS
BASIS THAT BLACK PEOPLE WERE LESS
ATTRACTIVE. AND THESE PRETUDICES
ABOUT LOOKS Took THE IMAGINED
RACIAL HIERARLHY DEEP INTD THE
HUMAN PSYCHE.




0K, boc, I'VE SEeN eNoVGH,
THIS 1S SERIOVSLY DEPRESSING....

—
\_,\;j SO, To SUMMARIZE, T ALL
STARTED WiTH A CHANCE
—_— HISTORICAL EVENT...

q

WHICH LED TO SLAVERY

A VICIOUS CIRCLE LiIKE THAT CAN LAST FOR
CENTURIES OR EVEN MILLENNIA, LONG AFTER
PEOPLE HAVE FORGOTTEN THE RANDOM
HISTORICAL EVENT THAT STARTED iT ALL.

WHICH RESULTED iN
RACIST MYTHS AND
DISCRIMINATORY LAWS

i

WHICH TRAPPED BLACK

PEoPLE IN POVERTY

AND DENIED THEM A
&00D EDUCATION

WHICH FUELED
MORE PRETUDICE

_AND MoRE
MISCRIMINAT ION




I KNOW, I KNOW, I'M
LATE... I'M SoRRY, I
WAS JUST GRILLING MY
SUSPeCT.

P,

NAH, You TWo
HAVE NEVER
MET. DoCTOR
FICTION DOESN'T
RING ANY BELLS,
RiGHT 7

I HAVE THIS HORRIBLE FéE'-LinS' I'VE BeeN TAKEN
FOR A RIDE LISTENING TO THEIR EXPLANATIONS....

-

AlLL THAT INTUSTICE

- 1 AND DISCRIMINATION

—1 : THAT JUST kE€EPS ON

GETTING WORSE... A
VICIOUS CIRCLE...

nl 0

=il 1 |

Mipow!

li

A TIDY DEZSOKiPT?UH MONEY TUST MAKES MORE
Like ﬁ_EAHD*Alﬂ MoNEY AND POVERTY MORE
COVERING A TRUTH POVERTY. EDUCATION SETS
I ALREADY KNEW... THE SCENE FOR MORE
eDUCATION AND IGNORANCE
| WINTE FOR MORE I6NORANCE....
1l II :l
LY S ~=0
\ %

LIKE WE DIDN'T ALREADY KNOW THAT THE PRIVILEGED ARE
THE MOST LIKELY TO BE PRIVILEGED AGAIN AND VICTIMS
ARE THE MOST LIKELY TO BE VICTIMIZED AGAIN, HUHT
AINT THAT RIGHT, MARLOWE?

207

I'M LEAVING You ALREADY,
I'M 60ING TO ATHENS TO
SEE MY EXPERT FRIENDS.

&ooD! I'LL HAVE TO FIND
oUT MORE ABOUT THIS
CASE....

DON'T eAT
TALL AT
oNCEl See
You LATER!




PROFESSOR SARASWATI, TELL ME
HONESTLY, WHAT Do You THINK
ABOUT ALL THIS HIERARCHY
BUSINESS? HOW Do You AS A

BIOLO&IST EXPLAIN SOCIAL
HIERARCHIEST

WELL, T DEPENDS ON THE HIERARLHIES. IN BEES,
THERE'S A SIMPLE BIOLOGICAL EXPLANATION FOR
THE HIERARLHY BETWEEN QUEEN BEES AND
WORKER BEES. THEY HAVE DIFFERENT BoDIES AND
BRAINS.

—

BUT IN HUMANS (TS
NOTHING LIKE THAT....
BRAHMING DON'T HawvE
BIGGER BRAINS THAN

AND HUMANS HAVE SO MANY
DIFFERENT KINDS OF HIERARLHIES.
IF (T WERE A BIOLOGICAL
MECHANISM, You'D exPecT THe
SAME HIERARCHY IN ALL HUMAN
SOCIETIES—LIKE WITH BEE
COLONIES WHERE (T'S ALWAYS
THE SAME HIERARLHY.

208

AS A BIOLO&IST, I AM NOT REALLY
THE PeRSoN TO EXPLAIN THE
BEWILDERING DIVERSITY OF
HUMAN HIERARLHIES, BUT You
COULD ASK MY ANTHROPOLOGIST
g’ﬂm AIKD YOSHITA....




THE QUESTION OF RACE (S VERY
IMPORTANT To PRESENT-DAY
L AMERICANS...

WHEREAS IN MeDieval INDIA RACE WAS
INSIENIFICANT AND CASTE WAS SUPReEMELY
IMPORTANT.

NOTION OF

CASTE MEANS S0 RACE AND CLASS
VIRTUALLY ARE CLEPRLY SHAPED F
NOTHING. <\ BY CULTURE FAR MORE

THAN BY NATURE, ‘

A

BUT THERE'S ONE HIERARCHY THAT'S BeeN

VERY IMPORTANT IN ALL HUMAN SOCIETIES. AND I AM, OF COURSE, :
IN THIS PARTICULAR HIERARLHY, THE RELATIONS TALKING ABOUT &ENDER
BeTWeeN CULTURE AND NATURE ARE MORE

COMPLICATED.

ALL SOCIETIES HAVE DIVIDED PeoPLE INTO AND eVeR SINCE THE AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION
MEN AND \WOMEN. MEN HAVE HAD THE BETTER DEAL EVER\WHERE.
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i

CHINA, THE ToMB OF LADY HAO,

THERE'S A QUESTION

APPROXIMATELY 1,200 YEARS BCE.

|

L~ . |
THE MOST ANCIENT

CHINESE TEXTS WeRe
ENGRAVED ON WHAT

THESE TEXTS RECORD
PREDICT IONS ABOUT

AS WHAT ACTUALLY
HAPPENED LATER ON.

—-q

THE ATURE—AS WELL

ENGRAVED ON THIS

wiLl LADY

HAO'S

CHILDBEARING

IF THE CHILD 1S BORN
ON A DinG DY, LUCKY.

Fr

ON A GENE DPY,
VERY AUSPICIOUS.

BUT LADY HAO ACTUALLY
GPNE BIRTH ON A
JIAYIN DAY,

ToDAY, MORE THAN 3,000 YEARS LATER, THERE ARE STILL
A LOT OF PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE THAT HAWING A BARY
GiRL 1S BAD LUCK....

SOME PARENTS ABORT FEMALE FETUSES, AND BARY
GIRLS ARE SOMETIMES ABANDONED, NeGLecTed—

OR WORSE. IN RECENT DECADES, SUCH PRACTICES
HAVE RESULTED IN A SkeweD SexX RATIO IN SoMe
PROVINCES OF CHINA, INDIA AND SEVERAL OTHER
COUNTRIES. AN EXTREME EXAMPLE COMES FROM A
2005 SURVEY IN THE PROVINCE OF TIANGXI, WHICH
FOUND THAT BETWEEN AGES ONE AND FOUR, THERE

w\aﬁw 699 &IRLS FOR everY 4,000 BoYs!




HOW MUCH DO
You WANT
FOR YOUR
DAVGHTERT

IN LOTS OF SoCieTIES A
WOMAN WAS TUST THe
PROPERTY OF A MAN,

USVALLY HER FATHER OR

HER HUSBAND.

SO IF A MAN RAPED AN UNMARRIED \WOMAN, THE RAPIST
JUST HAD TO PAY A BRIDE PRICE TO THE WOMAN'S
FATHER OR BROTHER... AND SHE THEN BECAME THE

RAPIST'S LEGAL PROPERTY.

IN MANY LEGAL SYSTEMS, RAPE WAS REEARDED
AS A VIOLATION OF PROPERTY RIGHTS.

Y

&IVE ME
YOUR LAND
BEYOND THe IN OoTHER \WORDS,
RIVER, AND THE VICTIM
SHE'S Yours! WASN'T THe
wWoMAN WHO'D
BEEN RAPED,
BUT THE MAN

WHO OWNED HeR.

PRIVATE PROPERTY—
KEEP AWAY

IF A MAN MEETS A VIRGIN WHO IS NOT BETROTHED, AND
SEIzes HER AND LIES WITH HER, AND THEY ARE FOUND,
THEN THE MAN WHO LAY WiTH HER SHALL GIVE FiFTY
SHEKELS OF SILVER TO THE YOUNG WOMAN'S FATHER, AND
SHE SHALL BE HIS WiFe"

I

“DevTeRoNOMY 22, 28-29.

N 4

THE ANCIENT HEBREWS THOVGHT
THIS ARRANGEMENT WAS
PERFECTLY REASONABLE....

FINDING AND PICKING VP A COIN IN THE - WELL, NETHER WAS RAPING
STREET WASN'T CONSIDERED A WOMAN WHO DIDN'T BELONEG
A CRIME AT ALL.... TO ANY MAN.

v v

AND A HUSBAND
WHO RAPED
HIS OWN WiFe
WASN'T SeeN To
HANE COMMITTED
A CRIME EiTHeR.

2



BEING A HUSBAND MEANT HAWING
COMPLETE CONTROL OF YOUR
WIFE'S SEXVALITY. SAYING A MAN
HaD "RAPED’ HiS WiFe WAS AS
ILLOGILAL AS SAYING HED SToLEN
FROM HiS OWN MONEY BAG

THIS MINDSET WASN'T CONFINED TO THE ANCIENT MIDDLE EAST. MARITAL RAPE
WASN'T RECOGNTZED BY LAW iN &REELE UNTIL 2006,

To THIS DAY THERE ARE
STILL COUNTRIES SUCH
AS BAHRAIN, ETHIOPIA,
INDIA AND IRAN \WHERE
A HUSBAND CAN'T BE
PROSECUTED FOR RAPING

HIS WiFe.

BUT... THEN TELL ME ABOUT THIS
DISTINCTION BETWEEN MEN AND

IS IT A FICTIONAL
STORY, Like THE CASTE
SYSTem AND THe

S0, YES, THERE ARE CLEAR BIOLOGICAL

AND WoMEN,

AND THIS IS REFLECTED IN COUNTLESS CULTURAL,
LEGAL AND POLITICAL DISPARITIES BETWEEN MEN

DIFFERENCES...

/
N A

fa

I
FI
11

ﬂ.'_'__'-'_—__-—

WELL, THERE ARE OBVIOUS BIOLOGILAL DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN THE SEXES. 6IVING BIRTH HAS ALWAYS
BEEN WOMEN'S PREROGATIVE... FOR THE SiMPLE
REASON THAT You NeeD A Womb FoR (T,

BUT EVERY SOCIETY HAS TAKEN THIS KERNEL
OF UNWWERSAL TRUTH AND THEN ADDED
LAYERS AND LAYERS OF CULTURAL iDEAS AND
NORMS THAT HANE VERY LITTLE TO Do WiTH
BIOLOGY....

—
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SOCIETIES ATTRIBUTE ALL LET'S IMAGINE GOING BACK
SORTS OF CHARACTERISTILS TO 2,500 YEBRS....
MASCULINITY AND FEMININITY...
BUT MoST oF THeM HAWE NO

FiRM BiOLOGICAL BASHS.

SHE WASN'T ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE IN POPULAR

AN ATHENIAN WHO HAD A UTERUS AND NO PENIS WAS ) ( .
NOT CONSIDERED AN INDEPENDENT LE&AL PERSON, AND ASSEMBLIES, VOTE IN ELECTIONS OR SERVE AS A
WAS DEPRIVED OF NUMEROUS RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES. W“}
o — I =
F — [T1TT]

T

't 5 YT

I~ 8, 4| et

= !

N\ Y
Q\ L Ay

WITH A FEW RARE EXCEPTIONS, SHE COULDN'T enNToY
A &00D EDUCATION, Do BUSINESS ON HER OWN OR
JOIN IN A PHILOSOPHICAL DEBATE.

= _1' =

b




e
o

].

e \

oe —352 '
" L‘“ ol o
o i c
/ »
5
CAN You See ANY
WOMEN HEReT ————

e —

| o - v S . = 1[!\4 v frq|lll,.-.;" @

NONE OF THE POLITICAL LEADERS IN f{
ATHENS, NONE OF THE
GREPT PHiLOSOPHERS, ORATORS, , )
ARTISTS OR TRADERS HAD WOMES.

|
|
- =1

&

r-t\( [

I TUST HAVING A WoMB AND LACKING
A PENIS MEANT You COULDNT Do A
L\ WHoLE BUNCH OF PROFeESSIONS 777

THAT'S WHAT
THE ANCIENT
ATHENIANS
THOUGHT, YeES.
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BUT MODERN ATHENIANS DON'T THINK THAT AT ALL. NOWADAYS,
WOMEN IN ATHENS HAVE THE VOTE, THEY CAN BE ELECTED TO
PUBLIC OFFICE, MAKE SPEECHES, 60 TO UNIVERSITY AND DESIGN
CARS, BUILDINGS, COMPUTER SOFTWARE....

—

OF COURSE THEY CAN! THEIR VTERVUSES
DON'T STOP THeEM DOING ANY OF THAT
STUFF JUST AS WeLlL AS men!

St

-’/
/

@
——

fﬂh

-

IN 2020, 6REELE
ELECTED A WOMAN AS
PRESIDENT.

...ALTHOU&EH WOMEN ARE STILL
UNDERREPRESENTED IN POLITICS
AND BUSINESS.

S0 DOES THAT MeAN
PEOPLE &RADLVALLY
STOP BELIEVING IN

IF ONLY IT WERE THAT SimPLe!
PEOPLE SOMETIMES STOP
BELIEVING 1N IT, BUT JUST AS
OF TEN THEY COME UP WITH

NeW NONSENSE....

A AN7 e
,
=

MOST MODERN &REEKS HAWE ACLEPTED THAT
IT'S COMPLETELY NORMAL FOR A WOMAN To

SERVE IN PUBLIC OFFICE... WHICH WOULD HAvE
AMAZED THEIR CHAUVINISTIC ANCESTORS.

215

BUT THEN MANY MODERN &REEKS
ALSO BELIEVE THAT PEoPLE SHOULD
BE ATTRACTED ONLY TO THE OPPOSITE
GENDER... WHICH WOULD HAVE AMUSED
THEIR MORE OPEN-MINDED

ANCESTORS.




i

mﬁﬁh@mi‘rﬁ' WAS
iLLEEAL IN MODERN
GREELE UNTIL B,

VB o W Py

[FEH ARG

MANY PEOPLE THOUGHT THIS BAN ON

5 ] | HOMOSEXVALITY WASN'T CULTURAL PRETUDICE,
" s BUT A REFLECTION OF NATURAL LAWS.

HeLLo, I'D Like To ASK YOUR OPINION....
CAN You SPARE A MOMENT 7

__--—-""‘-4
CERTAINLY, YES.

WHAT Do You
THINK ABOUT A MAN
HAWING SeX WiTH

ANOTHER MAN7

&RoSSSSS!!! You &aY or
SoMETHINGT!

WOULD YOU SAY YOUR ANSWER iS
BASED ON (A) BioLo&iCAL FACTS OR
(B) CULTURAL PRETUDICEST

WAIT, PRETUDICES! WHO ARE
You CALLING PReETUDICEDT

IT'S A FACT: HOMOSEXVALITY JUST
G0ES COMPLETELY AGAINST NATURE!
EVERYBODY KNOWS THAT!

WOULD You

THESE PeoPLe

ARE A DANGER
To ouR SocieTy!

THEY CORRUFPT
THE YOUN&! THeY
SPReAD Disease!

WHAT ABOUT ALEXANDER THE &REAT,
THENT HE HAD A LOVER CALLED
HEPHAESTION. WHAT ABOUT SOCRATES?
HAVE YOU EVER READ THE SYMPoSiumMT
__./'_——‘

You MEAN SOCRATES WAS oNE
of THem?! ACTUALLY... IT'S
NOT THE FiRST Time I've
HEARD THAT.

PR o RS
AR drea S

&00D THING THEY MADE HiM
DRINK PoISON, THEN!
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IN THE TIME OF SOCRATES, ATHENIANS
THOUGHT HOMOSEXUAL RELAT IONSHIPS
WERE PRETTY NORMAL....

IN FACT, SOME HOMOSEXUALS WERE
CONSIDERED HEROES AND ROLE MODELS.

O SN TR A

A

i

LY

\

FOR eXAMPLE, THE LoVE STORY
BETWEEN TWO &VYS, HARMODIVS
AND ARISTOGEITON, WAS CREDITED
WIiTH HELPING TO ESTABLISH
DEMOCRALY IN ATHENS.

THEY BOTH LOST THEIR
LIVES BUT SucceeDed IN
KILLING THE TYRANT,
WHICH HELPED ATHENS
BecomMe A DEMOCRALY.

THESE TWO MEN LIVED HERE AT A TIME
WHEN ATHENS WAS RULED BY A TYRANT.
HARMODIUS DeciDeD To Kill THE TYRANT
AND ARISTOGE(TON AGREED TO HELP HIS
LOVER IN HiS PERILOUS PLAN.

THE ATHENIANS
ERECTED A STATVE
OF THE TWO LOVERS
IN ON€E OF THE
MAIN SQUARES. FOR

T CENTURIES, THEY
YOO oy & 2 WERE CELEBRATED
LS W AS HERDES,

.......




IF WE WANT To DISTINGVISH BETWEEN WHAT'S BioLO&ICALLY
DETERMINED AND WHAT PEoPLE SIMPLY TRY To JUSTIFY WiTH
BIOLOGILAL MY THS, THERE'S AN EASY RULE OF THUMB....

U\EH.&R-ES.

LA LA LAAA...
I Hawve
S0 MANY
oPTioNs!

R

TSSSS... HOW
ABOUT GETTING
ON WITH BEING
A MOTHER
INSTEAD OF THAT

IRRITATING

\sm&iu&?

THOSE TWO ARE TERRIBLE, THEY NEVER
STOP FiGHTING.

-, =

STOP TELLING ME

NATURE &AVE YOU A

I'LL HAVE womB So You SHoulD
CHILDREN iF USE IT! NOT HAVING
AND WHEN T CHILDREN WoulD Be
WANT To! UNNATURAL!

WELL, NATURE &AVE YOU A BRAIN
BUT You DoN'T Seem To vSe IT very
MUCH.... ALL THAT NONSENSE ABOUT
UNNATURAL BEHAVIOR...

DON‘T You REALIZE THAT NOo BEHAVIOR
CAN EVER BE UNNATURALT

IF I DON'T HAWE ANY KIDS—NATURE'S
FINE WITH THAT. AND IF I DeciDe TO
DROP You AND TRY A RELAT IONSHIP
WiTH A WOMAN—NATURE WON'T
OBTECT TO THAT €iTHeR!

V4

EVERYTHING THAT'S PoSSIBLE 1S
NATURAL—BY DEFiNITiON!

BALONEY! NATURE HAS LAWS, AND LAWS
ALWAYS FORBID THINGS, DoN'T THeY7

THINGS THAT BREAK THE
LAWS OF NATURE JUST

A

PFFF! IF THE LAWS OF NATURE FORBID
SOMETHING, IT JUST CAN'T HAPPEN.

FASTER THAN THE SPEED OF LIGHT—
NEVER HAPPEN, Do THeY7

TRULY UNNATURAL THINGS—LIKE RUNNING

DON'T eXIST. IF SoMeETHING
DOES EXIST, THEN THAT
MEANS THAT T COMPLIES
WITH THE LAWS OF
NATURE!

R—

- A TickeT?
B,

PO You THINK THAT
IF I ever RUN FASTER
THAN THE SPeed

OF LIGHT, SoMe

INTEREGALACTIC
COP WouLD POP UP

AND 1SVE me
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THE FLORENCE GAZETTE

MORNING I . . .
nterview with Pope Julius II November 8, 1504
EDITION pe]
YOUR HOLINESS, HOW Do WE KNOW WHAT WHY, CHRISTIAN THEoLoY i very cler oN || VENDEE GLOBE:
IS NATURAL BEHAVIOR, AND WHAT IS THS. A NATURAL BEHAVIOR IS A BEHAVIOR Christopher Columbus
UNNATURALT . THAT COMPLIES WITH THE INTENTIONS OF ;z}:gg::;h;;j;:

THE GREAT 60D WHO CREATED NATURE,

Our culture editor has
had a first glimpse of
Leonardo’s new portrait
WHEN 0D CREATED THE HUMAN IF \WE USE OUR LIMBS AND ORGANS FOR of Lisa del Giocondo.
BoDY, HE INTENDED EVERY LIMB THE PURPOSES ENVISIONED BY GO, THAT IS
AND ORGAN TO SERVE A VERY NATURAL BEHAVIOR. USING THEM IN ANY
PARTICULAR PURPOSE. : OTHER WAY IS UNNATURAL.

FOR eXAMPLE, USING
OUR SeXUAL ORGANS
FOR PROCREATION
IS NATURAL—THAT
1S WHAT &0oD
INTENDED. BUT
USING THEM FoR
ANY OTHER PURPDSE
1S UNNATURAL! IT IS
A Sind

SO, WHAT Do You SAY TO THIS

v eNT? THE THING 1S, eVOLUTION HAS No MASTER

PLAN. THE FUNCTIONS PERFORMED BY
ORGANS ARE CONSTANTLY CHANGING AND
THE WAY THeY evolve DoeSN'T Follow
ANY PREDETERMINED PATH.

APPAREH... YOURE SUCH A PAIN—
You SHOULON'T ALWAYS BelLieve
WHAT You ReAD IN THeE PAPERS!
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THE FIRST MOUTHS APPEARED HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF

YEARS pGO AND WERE USED

9&4?% FOR INGESTING FooD.

I STiLL vSe
MINE FOR EATING

/ . - Fa s

LBUTI ﬁuw
ALSO USE (T For
SPEAKING...

..[FOR PLAYING
-rne SAXOPHONE...
FOR KISSING...

AND GQDDHGSS

IT'S THE SAME WITH ALL PARTS oF THe BoDY.
A BIRD'S FEATHERS, FOR eXAMPLE... FEATHERS
DIDN'T SUDDENLY APPEAR SO THAT BIRDS CouLd
SWOOP THROVGH THE AR....

FEATHERS ORIGINALLY eVOLVED FROM SOMETHING
THAT HELPED PREHISTORIC REPTILES STAY WARM.

SOME REPTILES FOUND THAT THIS HEATING

ARRANGEMENT ALSO HELPED THEM JUMP FARTHER.
WHICH 6AVE THEM AN ADVANTAGE WHEN ESCAPING
PREDATORS OR PURSVING PREY.

SEVERAL MILLION YEARS
LATER, THOSE REPTILES
Become BIRDS.

SHOULD WE CRITiCiz€ BIRDS
FOR USING THEIR FEATHERS

l FOR A NeW PURPoSE?

£, o+

——-.-4
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WHEN &0D MADE FEATHERS, HE INTENDED THEM TO KEEFP
You WARM! USING FEATHERS TO FLY AROUND 1S UNNATURAL,
You SINFUL LizARD!




SeX IS WBTECT To THE SAME LOGIC.
ORIGINALLY, SEX WAS USeD SoLely
FOR THE PURPDSES OF PROCREATION...

LOTS OF ANIMALS NOW USE THEIR
SEXVALITY FoR ALL SORTS of SoCIAL
INTERACTIONS THAT DON'T HAVE MUCH
To Do WITH MAKING LITTLE COPIES OF
THEMSELVES.

.. THeEN T evolveDd To INCLUDE COURT SHiIP
RITUALS TO EVALUATE A POTENTIAL MATE'S
FITNESS AND SUITABILITY....

H:L AL AL ffj / ,.-t.
Ly

FOR EXAMPLE, CHIMPANZEES USE SeEX To }/
CEMENT POLITICAL ALLIANCES, ESTABLISH
INTIMACY AND DEFUSE TENSIONS. s
-—
e —

e

MOST SEXVAL ACTIVITY AMONG CHIMPANZEES DOESN'T
LEAD TO PROCREATION. IS THAT UNNATURALT

THE SAME LOGIC APPLIES
TO HUMANS. THERE

IS LITTLE SENSE IN
ARGVING THAT THE
NATURAL FUNCTION OF
WOMEN IS TO &IVE BIRTH,
OR THAT HOMOSEXVALITY
1S UNNATURAL.

MOST OF THE LAWS,
NORMS, RIGHTS AND
OBLIGATIONS THAT
DEFINE MASCULINITY

AND FEMININITY ReFLecT
CULTURAL PREFERENCES
MORE THAN BIOLOGICAL
NECESSITIES.




BIOLOGICALLY, HUMANS ARE CATEGORIZED ALONG A BUT WHEN PeoPLe SpY "maN' or “WomaN' THey 'Re
MALE-FEMALE SPECTRUM.... MOST MALE SAPIENS HAVE USUALLY REFERRING To A SOCIAL CONSTRUCT, NoT A
D”SETK LHEE;S‘DS"ME f‘v ONE.Y mra%mns;me; WiLe BIOLOGICAL CATEGORY. A MAN ISN'T A SAPIENS WITH
sl b XY CHROMOSOMES, BUT SOMEONE WHO'S ASSIENED So-
CALLED MASCULINE ROLES, RIGHTS AND DUTIES BY

——— SOCIETY. WHILE A WOMAN ISN'T A SAPIENS WITH XX
-reshjrgg%gﬁe e?rgu el CHROMOSOMES, BUT SOMEONE WHO PLAYS A FEMININE
TesTh UTERUS RoLE IN THE iMAGINED ORDER OF SOCIETY.

I ENGPEGE IN POLITICS, I RAISE CHILDREN,

I CAN VOTE N LEARN TO WEAVE
ELECTIONS AND T MUST AND MUST OBEY

Do MILITARY SERVICE.

@J

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S ROLES, RIGHTS AND DUTIES ARE DEFINED BY CULTURAL STORIES RATHER THAN BIOLOGY, SO THE
MEANINGS OF "MASCULINITY" AND “FemMiNINITY” HAVE VARIED IMMENSELY FROM ONE SOCIETY TO ANOTHER. JUST LOOK
HOW THeY DreSS!




e

TO MAKE THINGS LESS CONFUSING, SCHOLARS USUALLY
DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN “SEX,” WHICH IS A BIOLOGILAL
DISTINCTION, AND “GENDER,” WHICH IS A CULTURAL ONE.
SEX 1S DiVIDED BETWEEN MALES AND FEMALES, AND THESE
TWO CATEGORIES HAVE OBTECTIVE QUALITIES THAT HAVE

GENDER IS GENERALLY DiVIDED BETWEEN
MEN AND WOMEN, THOUGH MANY CULTURES
RECOGNIZE OTHER CATEGORIES AS WELL.

So-cALLED "MASCULINE' AND “FeMiNiNg’

REMAINED CONSTANT THROVLGHOUT HISTORY.

QUALITIES ARE INTERSUBTECTIVE AND UNDERSO
CONSTANT CHANGES.

D

Female orR MALE.

FOR EXAMPLE, THERE'S A HUGE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WHAT WAS
EXPECTED OF WOMEN IN ANCIENT ATHENS AND THE WAY A MODERN
ATHENIAN WOMAN BEHAVES, HER DESIRES, CLOTHES AND EVEN HER BODY
POSTURE.... BEING A WOMAN OR A MAN IS FAR MORE COMPLEX THAN BEING

BIOLOGY = SeX CULTURE = GENDER
i ANCIENT MODERN
ANCIENT MoDe
H’T’HE:'.S &THGRNJ[: ATHENS ATHENS
CAN
o 4— \oTE
CAN'T VOTE _ \ ﬁi CAN BE
XX X N A JuDGE
CAN'T BE < A
CHROMOSOMES CHROMOSOMES atwee — [ [N
V/4 CAN HOLD
WoMB CAN'T HoLD GOVERNMENT
e | GOVERNMENT— 5 F‘f;‘f:‘g N
OVARIES ARIES OFFice S
' CAN'T Decide WHo SHE
ol T esb-?'g&ogw e et MARRIES
eSTRoGeN Y MARRIES ‘ typic,,qw
LITTLE /‘ \__ ¥ uTTLE TYPCALY A~ LITERATE
TeSTOSTERONE TeSTOSTERONE ILLITERATE _ Leeplly
LeEnbL G INDEPENDENT
CAN PRODUCE 2
= mww TS MiLK BY HER FATHER
OR HUSBAND | é

223




IT’S NOT ENOVGH
O HAVE XY
CHROMOSOMES.
No way!

AND THE WORST OF PFFF! You THiINK
TS THAT I HAVE You'rRe SPecial?
TO KEEP CONVINCING IT'S THe SAMe
MYSELF AND EVERYONE FOR ME, BEING
ELSE THAT IM A MAN—I keeP
FEMININE ENoVGH! HAVING TO PROVE

MY MASCULINITY!

(

ALL THROUGH MY LiFe
FRom THE CRADLE TO
THE 6RAVE, SOCIETY
EXPECTS AN ENDLESS
SUCLESSION OF RITES AND
PERFORMANCES! T LivE IN
CONSTANT FEAR OF
LOSING MY CLAIM TO
MASCULINITY!

Yes, I SUPPOSE You
MEN Do HAWE (T QUITE
ToUGH T0O. You'Re
PUSHED TO

ENGAGE IN ONE
DRAMA AFTER
ANOTHER, BVEN
RISKING YOUR
HEALTH AND LiFE....

AND ALL SO THAT
PeoPLE SAY...




I CAN'T eveN DReSS HOW I
WANT. THESE DAYS, IF I
WANT To PRove MY
MASCULINITY I HAVE TO
DRSS So PLAINLY! A TinY
EARRING OR A COLORFUL
Tie—AND PEOPLE MIGHT
START QUESTIONING
MY MANHoOD!

e

BUT TO PROVE MY
MASCULINITY IN
LOUIS XIV'S DAY I HAD
TO WEAR A LONG
WiG; POWDER MY
FACE SQUEEZE INTD
TIGHTS AND WALK ON

HiGH HEELS....

L

THAT \WAS THE 60-To
LOOK. FOR ALPHA mALES!

oD IN HepveN!!l TRANSGENDER
PeoPLe WiLL SABOTAGE THE WHoLE
NATURAL ORDER oF THINGS!!!

THAT DOES IT—NOW THE SUN
AND MOON WiLL DEFINITELY FALL
oUT of THe Sky!!l

You ARE SUCH
A BieoT!

IF PeoPLe ADDRESS A PERSON
WITH XY CHRomMoSoMES AS “SHe”
THE LAWS OF NATURE COULDN'T
CARE LESS, AND DON'T \WORRY—
CIVILIZATION Too WiLL SURVIVE.
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S0, YOUR eXPLANATIONS ARE VERY

INTERESTING.... BUT THERE'S SOMETHING

I DON'T 6€T: IF PATRIARCHAL
ORDER ISN'T NATURAL, WHY'S T

S0 UNIVERSALT

BUT NONE OF THeM 1S

THERE ARE SEVERAL
COMMON THEORIES,

CONVINCANG.

o~

..YoU PROBABLY HEARD THE CLICHE ABOUT MEN
BEING PHYSICALLY STRONGER THAN WOMEN.... BUT
THAT'S NOT ALWAYS TRUE.
= g 72T -
oY PON'T €T LEFT 4
BEHIND JTACQUES.

YeAH! TAke MY BoSS, I CAN
IMMOBILIZE HiIM ON THE FLODR
IN THReE Seconds FLAT! even
RUNNING THE 400 METER, HE

WOULDN'T Se€ me For DusT!

Hal Hal I BeLieve Yo
peTecTive! You'dD WiN A
RACE AGAINST me Too!

I WOULDN'T Do Too
WELL AGAINST
MEGAN RAPINOE
emHer!

Sl A]

OH, SHE'S THE
GREATEST, I'M
CRAZY ABOVT

AND ACTUALLY, WiTH OTHER
TYPES OF PHYSICAL STRENGTH
LIKE COPING WITH FAMINE,
ILLNESS AND EXHAUSTION, WOMEN
USVALLY COME OFF BETTER
THAN MEN.

BETWEEN MUSCLE
FORBIDDING WOMEN

AND ANYWAY, WHAT'S THE CONNECTION

JUDEEST I MEAN, EXACTLY HOW MUCH
MUSCLE POWER Do You NEED To SiT
AROUND IN A Bi& CHAIR ALL DAY LISTENING
To ADAMSKI'S ENDLESS SPeecHes”

BUT WHEN IT CAME TO
CLEANING FLOORS OR WORKING
IN FiELDS, eVERYBODY ALWAYS
THOUGHT WOMEN HAD PLENTY
OF MUSCLE POWER,

AR

POWER AND, SAY,
FROM SERVING AS
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EVEN MORE IMPORTANT, THERE'S
SIMPLY NO DIRECT LINK BETWEEN
PHYSICAL STRENGTH AND SoCiAl
POWER. POWER USVALLY DEPENDS ON
SocipL SKILLS RATHER THAN BRUTE
FoRCE.

e ‘c:q
Hal SounDS JUST

THE REAL KeYS To SoCIAL
CONTROL ARE UNDERSTANDING
WHAT OTHER PeoPLE THINK AND
PULLING STRINGS WITH FRIENDS AND
CONNECT IoNS!

Like mYy BoSS!

—

JUST THINK ABOUT THE PeoPLe AT
THE DAVOS CONFERENCE—THE POPE,
THE HEAVYWEIGHTS AT FACEROOK
AND ALIBABA, THE PRESIDENTS OF
THE UNITED STATES OR CHINA...
THeY'Re ALL MeN BUT THeY'Re
HARDLY BOXING CHAMPIONS....

R

MEGAN RAPINOE COoULD PROBABLY
PIN THem To THe FLOOR NO
PrOBLEM!

N

I CAN TeELL YOU (T'S THE SAME IN THE MAFIA. THE GODFATHER'S OF TEN
AN OLDER MAN WHO VERY RARELY USES HIS OWN FISTS. HE G6ETS THe
YOUNGER MEN AROUND HiM TO Do THE DIRTY WORK.

ANYONE WHO THINKS
You JUST HAVE To PUNCH
THE DON TO TAKE OVER
THE SYNDICATE PROBABLY
WOULDN'T LIVE LONG
ENOVGH TO LEARN FROM
HiS MiSTAke!

——

WeLL AS Females.

EVEN CHIMPANZEES HAVE WORKED OUT THAT
MINDLESS VIOLENCE DOESN'T PAY. THE ALPHA
MALE ESTABLISHES HiS POWER BY FORGING A
STABLE COALITION WITH OTHER MALES AS

YeS, You €T To Be
CEOD BY SHAKING HANDS
AND \WINING AND DINING
PEOPLE, NOT BY BEATING
THem P!
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THAT'S WHY PeoPLe IN THEIR
SIXTIES ARE USUALLY MORE
POWERFUL THAN
TWENTYSOME THINGS.




IT'S PRETTY WEIRD iF You
THINK ABOUT (T.... THE

STRONGEST PEOPLE OFTEN
FIND THeMSELVES AT THe

HOW DO You eXPLAIN THAT?

IT PROBABLY HAS e
SOMETHING TO Do WiTH
WHERE HOMO SAPIENS 1S
IN THE FooD CHAIN.... ,

IF PHYSICAL
STRENGTH
WERE ALL THAT
MAT TERED,
SAPIENS WouLD Be
oN A MiDDLE RUNG
IN THE LADDER.
BUT oUR SOCIAL
SKILLS Hawe PUT

i 7
\
US AT THe To f

P
2

—

SO 'S ONLY NATURAL THAT THE CHAIN OF POWER WITHIN OUR
SPECIES 1S ALSO DETERMINED MORE BY SOCIAL ABILITIES THAN

BILEP SizE

So MUSCLE POWER
CAN'T EXPLAIN PATRIARLHY....

WHAT'RE THE OTHER THEORIEST HOW Do You eXPLAIN
THAT PATRIARCHIES ARE THE MOST COMMON AND
| STABLE SOCIAL HIERARCHIES IN HUMAN SocieTy?

THERE'S A THEORY THAT W&EEESTS THAT MASCULINE
POMINANCE RESULTS FROM AGGRESSION RATHER
THAN STRENGTH. MILLIONS OF YEARS OF evoLUTION
HAVE MADE MEN FAR MORE WILLING TO ENGAGE IN

PHYSICAL VIOLENCE....

THAT'S WHY, ACCORDING TO THIS THEORY, THE VAST MATORITY
OF SOLDIERS HAWE ALWAYS BEEN MeEN AND WHY MeEN HAvE
CONSEQUENTLY DOMINATED THE MILITARY.

(&N
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CONTROL OF THE MILITARY IN TURN &AVE
MEN CONTROL OF CIVILIAN POLITILS ToO.

THE MORE POLITICAL POWER MEN HAD,
THE MORE WARS THeY STARTED.

AND THE MORE WARS
THERE WERE, THE MORE CRUCIAL
THE MILITARY BECAME.

AADBH ANOTHER VICIOUS CIRCLE! WARS MAkE
MEN MORE POWERFUL, AND POWERFUL MEN

RECENT STUDIES OF MEN'S AND WOMEN'S HORMONAL AND COEGNITIVE SYSTEMS
CONFIRM THAT MEN GENERALLY HAVE MORE VIOLENT TENDENCIES. SO THEY
REALLY ARE BETTER €QUIPPED To Serve AS SOLDIERS.

=55
=« [~

BUT SOMETHING DOESN'T
MAKE SENSE HERE. IF ALL
THE CANNON FoDDER 1S MEN
T DOESN'T FoLLOW THAT
THE PeoPLe WHO RUN THe
WAR ARE ALSO MEN.

— P,

THAT WouLD MeAN THAT
LEADERS ALWAYS RISE UP FROM
THE RANKS—WHICH JUST AINT
THE WAY IT WORKS.

EVEN IF MEN ARE BETTER SUITED
TO THE BATTLEFIELD, WHY CAN'T
FEMALE MINISTERS DIRECT AN ARMY
FULL OF MeN?

THAT'S HARDLY eVER HAPPENED.
BUT WE DON'T REALLY KNOW WHY.
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You'Re ABRSOLUTELY RIGHT THAT THE MILITARY TOP BRASS
OF TEN CAME FROM A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT BACKEROUND
THAN THE SIMPLE GRUNTS. IN 4B TH-CENTURY EUROPE, FOR
EXAMPLE, ALMOST ALL THE GENERALS WERE ARISTOCLRATS
WHO NEVER SERVED A SINGLE DAY AS CoMMON SOLDIERS,

d

WHEN THE FUTURE DUKE OF WELLINGTON ENLISTED IN
THE BRITISH ARMY AT B THE YOUN& ARISTOCRAT WAS
IMMEDIATELY COMMISSIONED AS AN OFFICER.

L

NAH, I DON'T
THiNK BooT
CAMP'S REALLY

AND THE "IRON DUKE' WAS VERY AWARE THAT
HE WASN'T FROM THE SAME BACKEROUND AS
THE FoOoT SOLDIERS UNDER HiS COMMAND. DURING
HiS BATTLES AGAINST NAPOLEON HE WROTE TO
ANOTHER ARISTOLRAT....

THE CoMMON SOLDIERS WERE USUALLY RECRVITED FROM AMONG
THE PoOR AND ETHNIC MINORITIES. THEY HAD VERY LITTLE
CHANCE OF WORKING THEIR WAY UP THE RANKS TO Bg SAY, A
COLONEL.

WE HAVE IN THE
SERVICE THE Scum
OF THE EARTH AS

comMMoN SoLDIERS....

THE MOST SENIOR RANKS \WERE THE PRESERV/E
OF DUKES, PRINCES AND KINGA.

THE WAR THEORY OF
PATRIARCHY DOESN'T
EXPLAIN THAT....
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DURING THE MTH CENTURY, FRANCE ESTABLISHED A
VAST COLONIAL EMPIRE IN AFRICA. MOST OF THe SoLDiERS
WHOSE SWEAT AND BLOOD BUILT THIS EMPIRE WeERE
WORKING~CLASS FRENCHMEN OR AFRICAN MEN LIKE THE
FAMOUS SENEGALESE TIRAILLEURS.

THE PERCENTAGE OF "HiGH-BORN' FRENCHMEN
IN THE LOWER RANKS WAS NEGLIGIBLE.

BUT THERE WAS A VERY HiGH PROPORTION OF
UPPER-CLASS FRENCHMEN IN THE SMALL ELITE THAT
COMMANDED THE ARMY, GOVERNED THE COLONIAL

EMPIRE AND ENTOYED ITS FRUITS.

. 4
WHY ONLY FRENCH IN CHINA THERE WAS A LONG TRADITION
MeEN AND NOT FRENCH OF SUBMITTING THE ARMY TO CIVILIAN
women7 BUREAVCRALY.

S0 MANDARINS WHO'D NEVER HeLD A SWORD oF TEN
DIRECTED WARS.

WeLL,
NATURALLY! You
DON'T WASTE

600D |RON ON
MAKING NAILS!

mMeN”
j —
\I\T THE WAR THEORY
OF PATRIARCHY
DOESN'T eXPLAIN
THAT.
_//

ANYONE WITH REAL TALENT JOINED THE BUREAVCRALY,
NOT THE ARMY. WHY THEN WERE ALL THE MANDARING

231



ON AVERAGE, WOMEN AREN'T AS PHYSICALLY
STRONG AND AGGRESSIVE AS MEN. BUT IT'S
NOT OUR SMALLER BICEPS OR OUR LOWER
LEVELS OF TESTOSTERONE THAT STOPPeD VS
BEING GENERALS OR POLITICAL LEADERS.

TO MANAGE A WAR You NEED MORE

STAMINA AND CUNNING THAN MuSCLE

OR RAW AGGRESSION. WARS ARE A FAR
CRY FROM A SCUFFLE IN A BAR!

WARS ARE ComMPLEX
UNDERTAKINGS THAT
REQUIRE EXTRAORDINARY
LEVELS OF ORGANIZATION,
COOPERATION AND
PLACATION.

THE KeYS To VICTORY ARE
VSUALLY MAINTAINING Pepce AT
HOME, MAKING ALLIES ABROAD
AND UNDERSTANDING \WHAT
OTHER PEOPLE ARE THINKING
(eSPECIALLY YOUR ENEMIES).




AN AGGRESSIVE BRUTE IS PROBABLY THE WORST CHOICE TO
RUN A WAR. BETTER TOo HAVE SOMEONE WHO CAN COOPERATE,
APPEASE, MANIPULATE AND APPRECIATE DIFFERENT POINTS OF

VIEW, THAT'S WHAT IT TAKES To BE AN eMPIRE BUILDER!

WE WOMEN ARE USUALLY STEREOTYPED AS
BEING BETTER AT MANIPULATING AND
APPEASING THAN MEN. WE'RE ALSO SAID
To BE BETTER AT UNDERSTANDING OTHER
PEOPLE AND SEEING THEIR POINT OF VIEW.

THE ROMAN EMPEROR AVGUSTUS WAS AN UNIMPRESSIVE
WARRIOR, BUT THAT DIDN'T STOP HiM ESTABLISHING
A STABLE ReGIME. HE WAS FAR MORE SUCLESSAUL
AT THAT THAN JULIVS CAESAR AND ALEXANDER
THE ¢REAT. THEY WERE BETTER GENERALS
THAN HiM, BUT HE WAS FAR BETTER AT WINNING
SUPPORTERS AND RECONCILING eNemMies!

IF THAT'S TRUE, WoMeN SHoULD
HAVE MADE EXCELLENT PoLITICAL
LEADERS AND EmMPIRE BULILDERS!
AS FOR THE DIRTY WORk ON THE
BATTLEFIELDS—WELL, THAT CouLd
BE LEFT TO BoNEHEADED MACHOS
PUMPED FULL OF TeSToSTERONE!

BUT THAT HARDLY ever
HAPPENED, EXCEPT IN
POPULAR MY THS... AND THE
WAR THEORY OF PATRIARCHY
DOESN'T EXPLAIN \WHY.
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AND THEN THERE'S A THIRD POPULAR THEORY, IT W&EESTS
THAT THE INGQUALITIES BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN ARE
NOT To Do WITH MEN'S VioLENCE AND BRUTE FORLE BUT ARE

STRATESIES.

BELAUSE MEN AND \WomeN evolveD DIFFERENT REPRODUCT WE

MEN COMPETED FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO IMPREGENATE
AS MANY FERTILE WoMBN AS POSSIBLE. MISSION
ACLOMPLISHED, THEY CouLl IMMEDIATELY MOVE ON.

R SR R SRR e
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OVER TIME, IT WAS THE MOST AMBITI0US, AGERESSIVE AND
COMPETITIVE MEN WHO PASSED ON THEIR MALE &ENES TO
FUTURE SENERAT IONS.

THIS STRATESY WoulD HAvE BEEN POINTLESS FOR A

IMPREGNATE HER....

DRSO e . == 'ﬁmﬁrﬂxﬂmﬂﬂimﬂ*ﬂ'ﬂmmmqmﬂ LEmie Ty

BUT HER GENES WOULDN'T HAVE GONE FAR IF
SHE DIDN'T CARRY THE FETUS FOR NINE DIFFICULT
MONTHS AND THEN NURTURED HER CHILD FOR MANY

VT R TR, L ML RS

IT WAS VERY TouGH TO Do ALL THAT BY HERSELE So,
ACLORDING TO THIS THEORY, SHE NEEDED A MAN'S HELF.

A e e s
S

CoME oN BiLL, You'LL
NEVER 6T THAT IN

WOMAN, SHE HAD NO TROUBLE FINDING MEN WILLING TO



IF A WOMAN WANTED A MAN To STAY AROUND OVER TIME, IT WAS THE MOST SUBMISSIVE, NURTURING
AND SHARE SOME OF THE BURDEN, SHE HAD LITTLE Women WHo PASSED ON THEIR FEMALE GENES To FUTURE

(1]

CHOICE BUT TO AGREE TO HiS CONDITIONS. GENERATIONS.

Ik T T e W G P PP e P i T T ™ e . e 3

THE THEORY &0El THAT Ve To THeSE IFFERENT RePRODUCT IVE S‘I‘R.:&'I’E&iEE_. MeEN
EVOLVED To BE AMBITIOUS AND COMPETITIVE AND TO EXCEL IN POLITICAL PoWER

£
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WHILE WOMEN GVoLVED To STAY oUT OF THE FRAY, R BUT THIS THEORY TOO IS HiIGHY PROBLEMATIC,

LOOKING AETER THEIR HUSBAND AND CHILDREN. S AND 15 BASED ON A NUMBER OF DUBIOUS
P 1 Ml ASSUMPTIONS....

WOMEN CERTMINLY
NEED HELF TD CARE
FOR CHILDREN, BUT WHY
EXACTLY WOULD THAT
MAKE THEM DEPENDENT
ON COMPETITIVE MeNT




PROFESSOR YOSHITAS RIGHT To Be PuzzLeD. IN
ANIMAL SPECIES LIKE ELEPHANTS AND BONOBOS
THE DYNAMIC BETWEEN DEPENDENT FEMALES
AND COMPETITIVE MALES HAS PRODUCED NOT
PATRIARCHIES BUT MATRIARCHAL SOCIETIES,

IT TAKES A LOT OF HELP AND COOPERATION TO
RAISE YOUNG BONOBOS. SO MOTHERS HAWE TO
DEVELOP THEIR SOCIAL SKILLS. THEY LEARN TO WORK
TOGETHER, MAKE COMPROMISES AND UNDERSTAND
WHAT OTHERS THINK. AND WANT.

FeEMALE BONOBOS USE THESE SKILLS TO BUILD
STRONG NET\WORKS OF FEMALE FRIENDS WHO
HELP ONE ANOTHER.

lnlll”ﬁﬁ AL

S
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e

MEANWHILE, THE MALES SPEND THEIR TIME FIGHTING AND
COMPETING AMONG THEMSELVES. THIS MEANS THE MALES
DON'T DeveLoP THEIR COOPERATIVE SKiLLS AND DON'T =
FORM MANY STRONG FRIGNDSHIPS. ﬁ

SO BONORBO SOCIETIES ARE DOMINATED BY FemALE
NETWORKS. BONOBO MALES ARE BIGGER AND STRONGER
THAN THE FEMALES, BUT IF A MALE MISTREATS A
FEMALE, HER FRIENDS ARE VERY QUILK TO HELP HER AND
TEACH THE BULLY A LESSON.

IT'S THE SAME WiTH AFRICAN ELEPHANTS. THEIR
SOCIETIES ARE CONTROLLED BY DOMINANT FEMALES WHO
MAKE ALL THE MATOR DECISIONS ABOUT WHERE THE HERD

A =
- S

A

WHY DON'T WE See THE SAME DYNAMIC AMONG HOMO
SAPIENST WE DON'T KNOW.

P =




THANKS FOR

YOUR TIME....

You Look DiISAPPOINTED. I'M SORRY NOT
ALL YOUR QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN
ANSWERED.

AMM... YUP, T SURE 1S
FRUSTRATING....

B—

IT JUST DoesSN'T

vk sasel ) SRWOESEUS | i e wiio s
CooPERATION! SUPPOSEDLY LESS COOPERATIVE—
’ WHO HAVE POWER OVER \WOMEN

EVEN THoUGH WoMEN SHoULD BE
THE COOPERATION CHAMPIONS!!




MAYBE THESE COMMON
ASSUMPTIONS ARE TUST WRONG;
WE DON'T KNOW....

N—7
y
i
W
)
]

a
/~
—

g

|

MAYBE MALE HOMO SAPIENS AREN"T ACTUALLY CHARACTERIZED BY
PHYSICAL STRENGTH AND AGERESSIVE, COMPET (T IVE TENDENCIES....
MAYBE THEY ACTUALLY eXCeL IN SoME KINDS OF COOPERAT ION.
PERHAPS WHILE WOMEN EXCELLED IN BUILDING NETWORKS OF CLOSE
FRIENDS, MEN DEVELOPED SOME MACHO GENIUS FOR COOPERATING
BY BUILDING RIGID HIERARCHIES BETWEEN STRANGERST

BUT THAT'S JUST
SPECULATION....

THE TRUTH 1S WE ARE
NOT SURE WHY MEN
Have DOMINATED WomeN
THROVGHOUT MOST HUMAN
SOCIETIES SINCE THE
AGRICULTURAL ReEVOLUT ON.

IT'S ONE OF THE BIGGEST . )
&APS IN OUR UNDERSTANDING WHEN SCIENTISTS DON'T KNOW SOMETHING,
OF HISTORY. - IT'S BETTER TO ADMIT IGNORANCE THAN TO

INVENT AN IMAGINED VERSION OF HISTORY.
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BUT THERE'S ONE THING WE DO KNOW FOR SURE.

- A

PATRIARCHY HAD SOMETHING
To Do WITH FiCTION.

WHY ARE You
So SURe, beTecTive?

WHATEVER MADE MEN DOMINATE WOMEN, IT WASN'T JUST LOOK AT WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING
A LAW OF NATURE. DURING THE LAST CENTURY. NOTHING DRAMATIC

CHANGED IN OUR DNA OR OUR HORMONAL SYSTEM,
RIGHT 7

MORE AND MORE SOCIETIES NOW &IVE MEN AND WOMEN

HARRIS AND MERKEL
/& GLOBAL SUMMIT MEETING!

EQUAL LEEAL STATUS, EQUAL POLITICAL RIGHTS AND EQUAL
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES.... WHILH KINDA PROVES THAT
PATRIARCHIES AREN'T THE INEVITABLE OUTCOME OF OUR
BIOLO&Y.

Same-sex marriage legalized in C

——

AND YET GENDER RELATIONS HAVE BEEN TOTALLY
ReVOLUTIONIZED. 0K, SO0 WE'RE STILL A LON& WAY
FROM ABSOLUTE EQUALITY, BUT MODERN SOCIETIES
HAVE COMPLETELY RETHOUGHT FUNDAMENTAL
STRUCTURES OF &ENDER AND SEXVALITY.

No, PATRIARCHIES
RelY oN A WHoLe
BUNCH OF MY THS
AND FICTIONS. AND

I THINK WE ALL
koW WHo To
BLAME FOR THOSE....
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NEW YORK, A FEW DAYS
LATER...

I KNOW TS
You, boc)

THeE eviDence 1S
OVERWHELMING!




IT WAS THe SAame
EVERYWHERE I LOOKED....

INEQUALITIES THAT
WEREN'T THE PRODUCT
OF SOME LAW OF
NATURE! THIS WHoLE
MESS COMES FROM
FiCTiONAL STORiES!

YOUR STORIES,
poc!!!

I 6€T HOW You
OPERATE! every
TIME YoU COME
ON THE SCENE—
WITHOUT FAiL—
LOTS OF PeoPLe

I SEE€ HOW YOou CouLD DRAW THAT
CONCLUSION FROM YOUR INVESTIGATION,
DETECTIVE.... BUT TAKE A LOOK AT
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN....

OTHER SiDE?

LET ME TELL YOU A STORY, THEN YoU'LL &ET THE

PICTURE....

WELL, WHAT D'YA know!
ANOTHER STORY...




IT HAPPENED ABOUT 500 YEARS
& AGO IN VALLADOLID AT THE HEIGHT
€= 0of THE SPANISH INQUISITION....

You AN TORTURE ME
ALL You Likg, I DoN'T
chre! I HAVE MY
PASS To PARADISE!

n
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PAMNED HERETIC! RECANT YOUR L1ES. YOURE 3 .
RUINING SPAIN AND THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ’ YOURE THE LIAR WHO
WITH YOUR STUPID FABRICAT IONS! BETRAYS CHRIST AND SPAIN,
— ’ a LEADING OUR PeofPLe TO
4 =/ ETERNAL DAMNATION!

OH MY &OD, NOT THIS AGAIN...
Wikl HUMANS NEVER LEARN...

WHAT 777 \WHo DARES
DISTURR US7
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YOUR. FICTIONS
CANNOT CONFUSE ME,
beviL. I kNOW THe
ABSOLUTE TRUTH!
NOT ONE WORD
SHOULD BE CHANGED!

&0 AWAY, DOCTOR FICTION, I DON'T NEED
YouR HeLP! I'VE FOUND THE eVeERLASTING
TRUTH! I'M HAPPY TO Di€ ForR (T!

J

rr
|

SORRY To BE A PARTY PoOPER, GUYS, BUT
YOoU'RE BOTH COMPLETELY WRONG. NO HUMAN
SOCIETY HAS EVER CORNERED THE MARKET

ON ABSOLUTE TRUTH—AND THAT 60€S FOR SoMe New CLHANG €S, PeoPLe ARE
You TWo AS WeLl! REVELATION, NEVER SATISFiED AND
TueN”! ALL IDENTITIES ARE

i<

You WANT To KNOW
THE TRUTH! THE TRUTH

IS THIS 1S THAT everY THING

FICTIONAL.

T L

WHAT ARE You

WHAT T MEANS TO BE CHRISTIAN OR SPANISH
OR eVeEN A MAN OR A WoMAN DEPENDS oN
THE STORIES PeoPLE BeLieve. IT'S CHANGED
MANY TIMES IN THE PAST, AND WiLL keEEP
CHANGING IN THE FUTURE. You WON'T FiND THE
TRUTH BY KILLING PEOPLE WHO DISAGREE WITH
You—You'LL JUST SINK iINTO I6NORANCE.
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0K, Do, THAT'S A 600D _ WAIT, FIRST LET M€ TeLL You
POINT. BUT... ANOTHER STORY....

WE'RE ON THE SPANISH 1SLAND
OF IBizA, AT THE HEIGHT

OF THE FLOWER POWER
MOVEMENT....

o

]
p__ < Tp \
You ARE SUCH A DREAMER, BUT I'M TELLING You, IT WoN'T
JOHNNIE.... WORK. WITHOUT BELIEVING IN
5

v SOMETHING, HUMAN SOCIETY
A E JUST FALLS APART. You DON'T
5 END UP IN PEACERUL PARADISE,
BUT IN VIOLENT CHAOS.

—

SO WE SHOULD JUST HoLD oN
TO OUR TRIED~AND-TESTED
TRADITIONS, EVeEN iF DecP

DOWN WE SUSPECT THEY

ARE TUST FICTIONS.

AS I keeP
TELLI@S- You:
LeT THINGS BE.

ARE You SEEING
WHAT I'M SEEING, MAGGIET

..OR IS THAT JUST
MY TRIP7 oH YGS, I'M
SEEING [T,
ALRIGHT! IT'S
= DOCTOR FiCTioN!
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}'?U'RE BOTH HALF- RIGHT, HALF—\WRONG. You CAN'T GET
RiD OF ALL FICTIONS, TOHNNIE-BOY.

MAGGIE'S RIGHT—SOCIETY
WouLD JUST coLLAPSE.

BUT, MAG&IE, THAT DOESN'T
MEAN YoU SHoULD JUST STiCk
WITH WHATEVER NONSENSE YOUR
ANCESTORS LEFT You. You CAN
CHANGE THE STORY AND COME LP
WITH A BETTER ONE.

wow! THAT'S 6REAT News, boc!

I'LL come VP WITH
A PERFECT STORY FOR
A PERFECT WORLD!
SOMETHING NoBODY eveR
THOUGHT OF BEeFore!

\h

I'VE 60T LOADS
OF IDEAS FOR
FICTIONS, IT WON'T
TAKE LONG!

ER, (T ISN'T THAT ensy! Remember You
NEED MILLIONS OF OTHER PEOPLE TO
ACLEPT YOUR STORY....

MILLIONS OF PeoPLeT!
! ! .
OUCH. THAT LL Be RIGHT... IT'S SuPer

E | S 2
TRICKY- DIFFICULT TO CONVINCE
PeoPLe TO BELIEVE IN A
COMPLETELY NeW STOrRY.
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IF YOU WANT TO CHANGE THE WORLD, You USUALLY
NEED To START WITH A STORY THAT SoCieTY ALREADY
. THEN You REWORK 1T, TWEAKING |T HERE
AND THERE. THAT'S WHY THERE ARE FEW ReEALLY BI&
STORIES IN THE WORLD—BUT EACH ONE OF THESE

BELIEVES

HAS LOTS
VERSIONS.

w / o
| | CONTRADICTORY

OF DIFFERENT AND eveN CONTRADICTORY

VERSIONS7




PO &00D SKYMAN
AND BAD SKYMAN
MEAN ANY THING
To You7 I'm

GUESSING You've

AlL We
NEeD S

.‘2 I'M JUST A
JeALoUS &0D....

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS
You LovE YouRrSeLF!

3

I TRAVEL THE WORLD SPREADING - l
Peace AND LovE.... ik f..}"

ALWAYS GooD!

ADLH... WHAT
A WONDERFIL
DaY! I'm

PLEASED WITH

BLESSED BE THY UNioN! LOVE i b . Tb?ri?[:fﬂi ?&éﬁfé&g iﬂoﬁ ﬂ

INTO BeD! RoLL oN




FoLLowW me! LeT’s

I TRAVEL
ANNIHILATE THoSE HereTILS!

THe WORLD
SPREADING
DISCORD

AND HATE....

IF SHE BURNS, THAT'S PROOF IF ANY OF YOU kKNOW W_THESET
THAT SHE'S A WITCH! PEOPLE SHOULD NOT BE JoINeD
ToGETHER IN MATRIMONY, SPEAK
NOW OR FoRevER HolD YOUR

FOR GOODNESS' SAKE,

SO THERE YoU ARE... SAME Bie STORY—TWO VERY DIFFERENT
STOP, BAD Skyman!

VERSIONS. =

\—ch

WHAT D'YA MeANT HoOW

i DOES IT eND7 WHICH VERSION
Liar! You G

SAID You'd !

TURN THE

OTHER

WHOEVER YoU m

SUPPORT.




BUT HOW DO YOU KNOW WHICH BITS OF

THE Bi6 STORY TO keePT /—/
AND WHICH TO
CHANGET

f': IF PeoPLe BeLieve

IF PeoPLe HAVE FAITH IN NOTHING, SoCiAL ORDER COLLAPSES,
CAUSING A LOT OF SUFFERING. R

—

A Bi& PART OF
POLITICS 1S ABOUT
FINDING THE RIGHT

BALANCE.

SOMETHING TOO OBSESSIVELY,
THAT CAN ALSO INFLICT
TERRIBLE SUFFERING.

=

BUT HOW Do You FiND THe
RIGHT BALANCET
>
ADPREH...

CouLd You
&IVE US Some
Avice?

WE SHOULD ALWAYS ASK, IS ANYONE SUFFERING
BECAUSE OF OUR STORY 7"

B

THEN, TALK
To THEM...

IT ALL CcoMeS DOWN
To SUFFERING.

PoN'T SHIRK. YOurR
RESPONSIBILITIES
BY CLAIMING THAT

TO HeLP PeoPLe....
HARM THAN 600D WE CAN AND

STORIES ARE JUST ToOLS WE CReEATE
IF THeY DO MORE

You HAWE TO Do
T CAREFULLY. BUT
iT'S DoABLE.

WAIT! I ALWAYS THOUGHT
THAT You CAN'T CHANGE A

THE STORY S Some SHOULD CHANGE THEM. REALLY Bi& STORY WiTHOUT
ETERNAL TRUTH stnglgt& muiir wg Pisz
THAT CAN'T BE el KILLING LOA !
CHANGED. — N LOOK AT THE FRENCH OR

THE RUSSIAN RevoLuTioN

IT'S... IS
DIFFICULT.




IT'S DIFFICULT, BUT NOT IMPOSSIBLE, THINK
ABOUT THE FEMINIST REVOLUTION.... IN

THE LAST HUNDRED YEARS, THE FEMINIST
REVOLUTION HAS COMPLETELY CHANGED THE
Bi& STORY ABOUT MEN, WOMEN AND GENDER.
AFTER THOUSANDS OF YEARS OF PATRIARCHAL
SOCIETIES, THINGS HAVE RADICALLY CHANGED.

SURE, WE STiLL DON'T LIVE IN COMPLETELY
EGALITARIAN SOCIETIES. BUT IF You THINK ABOUT
EVERY THING THAT'S CHANGED IN THE LAST
CENTURY, IT'S INCREDIBLE. IT'S ONE OF THE BIGGEST
REVOLUTIONS IN THE HISTORY OF MANKI— HUMANKIND!

—
AND WHAT'S eveN MoRe
AMAZING 1S THAT THIS
HUGE ReEVOLUTION WAS
COMPLETELY PEACEFUL.
FEMINISTS DIDN'T SeT
VP GUILLOTINES OR
GULAGS, AND THeY
DIDN'T ASSASSINATE ANY
PRESIDENTS OR START
ANY WARS. BUT THeY

STILL MANAGED TO
CHANGE THE WORLD!

e

WHICH PROVES THAT WeE
CAN CHANGE THE WORLD

FOR THE BETTER, THAT WE - = : =
CAN DO T QUILKLY AND WE - e =
CAN DO T PEACERULLY. - -
- =y = T — "
=~ ~
- 2 JE .
. = N L § _
-;-. = s =2 L ™| - ~ 7 S
— i =2 \ * Q
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\ : : i e@®» ' s at ST« s
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So You SE€, IF THERE'S A
PROBLEM WITH A STORY, THERE'S
ALWAYS SoME WAY IT CAN BE
CHANGED.

THAT'S YOUR ) o
Jog! BUT... THAT'S A HUGE ReESPONSIBILITY

FoR HUMANS, boc! ARE You
SURE WE CAN HANDLE (T7
BUT THAT'S NOT
VP TO Mg, IT'S NOoT
MY JoB To INVENT
THeE STORIES OR TO
CHANGE THeM....

WELL, I DON'T SEE ANYONE ELSE 0K, boc, I BelLieve
; ok O T BT AND \WHY Do I

THAT You'Re NOT
THE SOURLE OF THE
PROBLEM.... BUT THEN,
WHAT 1S Your Joi7

WHeEREVER THeERE
1S SoMe MATOR
INTUSTICE GOING ONT




I'M THERe To LET You AND OTHER
HUMANS KNOW THIS WORLD ISN'T

INEVITABLE. YoU CAN CHANGE THE
STORY. IT'S VP TO You.

WHEN You See Me IN A
BANK YoU KNOW ecoNoMmIC
ARRANGEMENTS ARENT
SOME LAW OF NATURE.
THEY'RE A HUMAN
INVENTION.
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WHEN You SEE ME IN A TemPLE You
KNOW RELIGIOUS COMMANDMENTS
DIDN'T CoMe DOWN FROM HEAVEN.
THEY'RE A HUMAN INVENTION.

WHEN You SEE ME IN A QD
GOVERNMENT OFFICE You KNOW

POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS AREN'T A

PRODUCT OF BioLOGY. THEY RE A

HUMAN INVENTION.
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NV D
:t\ IT'S MY JoB To TRAVEL THE WORLD % I ) E

BLOWING THE COVER OFF THE STpRi_GS
THAT SAPIENS BeLieve! AND REMINDING
THAT IS MY HUmMBLE
SUPERPOWER. F

PEOPLE THAT EVERY PERSON HAS THE [ =
:‘ POWER TO CHANGE THESE STORIES.

THE ReST 1S
VP To You.
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COMING UP IN SAPIENS
The Fictional Three...

UNITE HUMANITY!

FOLLOW VS, MERCHANTS,

MONEY MAKES CONQUERORS AND
THe WoRLD PROPHETS! THE
60 ROUND TIME HAS COME To

UNITE THE WorLD!

GRS

ONE CROWN TO RULE
THem ALL & ¢ o]
AND IN AN EMPIRE BIND

THem ¥

HaLLeLuTA!
HaLLeLuTal

CAPTAIN DoLLAR

~

e

LADY EMPIRE

AR

COMING UP IN SAPIENS—DISCOVER HOW SAPIENS WENT ABOUT PERFECT ING
COOPERATION AND TRYING TO UNITE THe WHolLe PLANeT!

"WITH LESS-THAN-OPTIMAL
ReSULTS...
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